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Purpose
(1) [bookmark: _Hlk202358852]The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to researchers on the use of live animal data previously obtained without an Animal Ethics Committee authority (termed retrospective animal data). These guidelines do not signify a complete absence of ethical oversight but rather a streamlined process. It is crucial to note that retrospective approval for studies that should have undergone prior review is not permissible under any circumstances.
(2) A critical determining factor for exemption is that the researcher had no involvement in the decision-making process regarding the animal's use.
(3) Retrospective animal research that may be exempt from a full AEC review typically involves the use of data from animals that were not specifically kept or used for the proposed study. This includes, but is not limited, to the following:
a. Veterinary clinical records
b. Abattoir records
c. Feedlot induction, growth, mortality records obtained during normal commercial operation
d. Production, reproduction, health or other data from private or commercial livestock farms
e. Wildlife records collected by stakeholders like National Parks, NGOs, Wildlife Carers, Wildlife Parks, Zoos, private property owners (e.g. Biodiversity Conservation Trust properties), and consultancy companies to support their management practices.
Scope
(4) This document provides a guide for researchers considering using animal data that has been previously collected without an Animal Ethics Authority.
(5) The original purpose of the collected data must NOT have been for research.
(6) [bookmark: _Hlk57976153]Researchers must not use the mechanism for approval for the use of retrospective animal data described here as a mechanism of avoiding compliance with the Australian Code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (8th Edition).
Procedure
(7) Researchers should complete an Exemption Application Form and submit to the Animal Ethics Partner animalethics@csu.edu.au
(8) The description of the project in the Exemption application should clearly state:
a. The title of the project
b. Where and when the data was collected
c. Provide an explanation of why the data was collected without an Animal Ethics Committee Authority.
d. Names of Chief Investigator and other participants who will view that animal data
e. Duration of project
(9) If the data is not publicly available, applicants should attach written confirmation that they will be given permission to use the data by the data owner.
Important considerations
(10) Applicants should consider, if applicable, if consent from the original providers of the data has been given (e.g. Veterinary patient data from animal owners). 
(11) Pursuant to (8), applicants should consider receiving de-identified data from the data owner.
(12) The data must have been obtained legally.
(13) Applicants should assess data integrity (e.g. reliability, completeness, relevance to research) to ensure research outcomes do not compromise the future welfare of animals subjected to resulting treatments or management practices.
(14) Applicants must specify how ethical standards were maintained and verified at the source location. Researchers must ensure that their work is conducted with integrity and that the findings are reported accurately and transparently.
(15) Research must not commence until written approval has been received from the Animal Ethics Committee.
(16) Please note that if the Animal Ethics Committee does not consider the proposed work as being exempt from the Code, then the applicant may be required to submit a full Animal Ethics application.

It is always advisable for researchers to consult with CSU’s Animal Ethics Committee if they are uncertain about the appropriate review process for their retrospective study.
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