Soils in Agriculture
Major assessment – persuasive communication





Make a persuasive piece of communication to convince a group of people of the importance of choosing products produced using soil stewardship. 
You should include factual information about the following:
· Some aspect of agricultural soils such as the causes of degradation and loss of productivity
· Some of the practices that farmers are using to improve their soil
Your communication should be persuasive. 
Remember the lessons from the CSU research – just telling people about soil is not enough. How would you get them to care enough to buy a product or pay more for a product?  What messages would you use? How would you make soil relevant to them? 
Communication format options: storyboard/script/film/poster/infographic/website/podcast/Tiktok/Instagram reel
You also need to provide a document with a reference list.
A high-quality communication piece will: 
· Contain detailed and accurate information about more than one aspect of the degradation of agricultural soils AND what sorts of problems this causes for humans
· Mention two or more soil management practices and how these practices help improve soil and what the benefits of this are for humans
· Have a persuasive message about why consumers should care about soil degradation and support farmers who are regenerating their soil



Suggested rubric
Marking Guidelines
	Criteria
	Marks /40

	· Detailed and accurate information about more than one aspect of the degradation of agricultural soils.
· In-depth discussion of the sorts of problems this causes for humans, including social, economic and environmental impacts.
· Sophisticated discussion of two soil management practices and how these practices help improve soil and what the benefits of this are for humans.
· Extremely clear, coherent and persuasive message about why consumers should care about soil degradation and support farmers who are regenerating their soil.
· Insightful research from a range of sources and accurate referencing of a variety of sources
	36-40

	· Mostly detailed and accurate information about more than one aspect of the degradation of agricultural soils. 
· Good discussion of the sorts of problems this causes for humans, including social, economic and environmental impacts.
· Good discussion of two soil management practices and how these practices help improve soil and what the benefits of this are for humans.
· Clear, coherent and persuasive message about why consumers should care about soil degradation and support farmers who are regenerating their soil.
· Detailed research and from a range of sources and mostly accurate referencing of a variety of sources.
	30-35

	· Mostly detailed and accurate information about more than one aspect of the degradation of agricultural soils. 
· Discussion of the sorts of problems this causes for humans, covering at least two of these types of impacts: social, economic and environmental.
· Satisfactory discussion of two soil management practices and how these practices help improve soil and what the benefits of this are for humans.
· Mostly clear, coherent and persuasive message about why consumers should care about soil degradation and support farmers who are regenerating their soil.
· Detailed research from one or two sources and mostly accurate referencing of sources.
	20-30

	· Some detailed and accurate information about more than one aspect of the degradation of agricultural soils. 
· Some discussion of the sorts of problems this causes for humans.
· Some discussion of two soil management practices and how these practices help improve soil and what the benefits of this are for humans.
· Attempts clear, coherent and persuasive message about why consumers should care about soil degradation and support farmers who are regenerating their soil.
· Research is drawn from one good source and referencing of source is accurate.
	11-19

	· Limited detail and accurate information about the degradation of agricultural soils. 
· Limited discussion of the sorts of problems this causes for humans.
· Limited discussion of soil management practices and how these practices help improve soil and what the benefits of this are for humans.
· Limited clarity, coherence and persuasion in message about why consumers should care about soil degradation and support farmers who are regenerating their soil.
· Limited research and referencing of sources.
	0 – 10
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