
   
  

 

 

   
  

           
    

 
   

 
     

  

    
      
  

 
      

      
     

 

 

        
   

 
   

         
 

       
  

       

      
   

 

       
      

 
 

      
     
    

 
    

     
    

 
      

   

 

      
   

      
   

 
        

    
     

      
  
        
        

 
      
  

 
 

 

 

Mercy and negotiation: Nineveh’s beasts 
Jione Havea 

Jonah 4:10–11 
10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned 
about the bush, for which you did not labor and 
which you did not grow; it came into being in a 
night and perished in a night. 11 And should I 
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great 
city, in which there are more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand persons who do not know 
their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?” (NRSV) 

ר שֶׁאֲ ןוֹיקָיקִּהַ-לעַ תָּסְחַה תָּאַ--הוָהיְ רמֶא ֹיּוַ י
ה יָהָה לָיְלַ-ןבִּשֶׁ :וֹתּלְדַּגִא ֹלוְ וֹבּ תָּלְמַעָ-אֹל
ד בָאָה לָיְלַ-ןבִוּ

--הלָוֹ ד גְּהַר י עִהָה וֵנְי נִ-לעַסוּחאָאֹלינִאֲוַאי
ם דָאָ וֹבּ רִה רֵשְׂעֶ-םי  תֵּ שְׁ מִה בֵּרְ הַהּ בָּ-שׁ יֶר שֶׁאֲ
י בֵּע דַיָ-א ֹלר שֶׁאֲ ה מָהֵבְוּ וֹ ל א ֹמ שְׂלִוֹ נ י  מִיְ-ן
ה בָּרַ 

Jonah 3:6–9 
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, 
he rose from his throne, removed his robe, 
covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in 
ashes. 7 Then he had a proclamation made in 
Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his 
nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or 
flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, 
nor shall they drink water. 8 Human beings and 
animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and 
they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn 
from their evil ways and from the violence that 
is in their hands. 9 Who knows? God may relent 
and change his mind; he may turn from his 
fierce anger, so that we do not perish.” (NRSV) 

 וֹאסְכִּמִם קָיָּוַה וֵנְינִ Hלֶמֶ-ל  אֶר  בָ דָּ הַע  גַּ יִּ וַו 
-לעַב שֶׁיֵּוַק שַׂס כַיְוַ ;ו י לָעָמֵוֹ תּ  רְדַּ אַר בֵעֲיַּוַ
ר פֶאֵהָ

ו י לָדֹגְוּ  Hלֶמֶּהַם עַטַּ מִה וֵנְי נִבְּר מֶא ֹיּוַק עֵזְיַּוַ ז
-ל אַ ןאֹצּהַוְר קָבָּהַה מָהֵבְּהַוְם דָאָהָ :ר מֹא לֵ
וּ תּ  שְׁיִ-ל אַם יִמַוּ וּ ע  רְיִ-לאַ--המָוּ א  מְוּ מ עֲ טְיִ

תיִו ח דאהָםיקִּשַׂוּסּכְְַּ רקיִוְ המָהֵבְּהַוְםָָ  וּאְְ
וֹ כּ  רְדַּמִשׁ י  אִוּ ב שֻׁי ָוְ ;ה קָזְחָבְּם יהִ Uאֱ-לאֶ
ם הֶיפֵּכַבְּר שֶׁאֲס מָחָהֶ-ןמִוּה עָרָהָ

 ןוֹרחֲמֵ בשָׁוְ;םיהUִאֱהָ םחַנִוְבוּשׁיָעַדֵוֹי-ימִ ט
ד בֵא ֹנא ֹלוְ וֹפּאַ

Sūrah Aș-Șaffāt 37:139–148 

And indeed, Jonah was among the messengers. 
[Mention] when he ran away to the laden ship. 
And he drew lots and was among the losers. 
Then the fish swallowed him, while he was 

blameworthy. 
And had he not been of those who exalt Allah, 
He would have remained inside its belly until 

the Day they are resurrected. 
But We threw him onto the open shore while 

he was ill. 
And We caused to grow over him a gourd vine. 
And We sent him to [his people of] a hundred 

thousand or more. 
And they believed, so We gave them enjoyment 

[of life] for a time. 
(SAHIH International) 

https://quran.com/37/139-148 


