
        

          January, 2015 

Dear Landholders,  

I’m pleased to say that I had another great frog surveying field trip in November of last year. 

Despite the dried landscape and week of oven like weather, it was a relief to find that there 

were still lots of frogs to be seen. My new research assistant and cousin, Adam had big 

shoes to fill and he definitely stepped up to the challenge. Currently an accounting student, 

Adam really enjoyed his country experience. High on the list was the feral pig control and of 

course the friendly faces and hospitality that we experienced from start to finish.    

We revisited the 65 creeks, dams and wetlands spanning from Frogmore and Reid’s Flat in 

the south-east to Kiacatoo to the north west. Of these, several had already dried up or 

retracted to small pools of water. Tadpoles were common in what was left of the remaining 

water pools, likely the outcome of the breeding attempts we identified during the winter 

surveys. Most frog species tend to breed in shallow waterbodies with lots of plants as this 

provides shelter for their tadpoles from their many predators and a source of food. Some 

species of tadpole are actually able to accelerate their development in response to wetland 

drying and warmer temperatures. For example, the Common Eastern Froglet (identified in 

the winter surveys) can metamorphose in as little as six weeks, however it may take three 

months or more in cooler conditions. Fingers crossed they all can make it out of the water.  

As was expected, there was a shift in the active species. Peron’s Tree Frogs were the new 

Spotted Marsh Frog being very common across the region during the spring surveys. A 

personal favourite, they are a real crowd pleaser with their cackling call and striking 

appearance. Two  frog species not observed during the winter surveys were sighted during this 

time, the Broad -palmed Frog and Red Tree Frog which I have described in the table on the following 

page. Frogs are highly responsive to weather, and within the 2 weeks of surveying there was a 

couple of significantly cooler days while surveying in the Reid’s Flat region. Frog breeding activity 

coincides with certain temperature and rainfall conditions (at least for some species) and so spring 

active species in this area, at this time, were likely hiding away seeking refuge. This gives an insight 

into the difficulties of studying frogs, however modern statistical techniques will be used to account 

for major factors influencing how likely it is to see them, e.g. weather conditions.    

I will send each of you a frog profile of the species that I found on your property following the final 

field surveys in March. Thanks again for your help and interest and I hope to see you again very soon 

for the summer surveys. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Many thanks, 

 

Amelia Walcott 

PhD candidate  

Charles Sturt University, Albury 

Mob.: 0448098317 
E: awalcott@csu.edu.au 

 

mailto:awalcott@csu.edu.au


FROGS Spotted Marsh Frog 
(L. tasmaniensis) 

 

Barking Marsh Frog 
(Limnodynastes fletcheri) 

Eastern Sign-bearing 
Froglet 

(Crinia parinsignifera) 

Broad-palmed Frog 
(Litoria latopalmata)  

Peron’s Tree Frog 
(Litoria peronii) 

Red Tree Frog  
(Litoria rubella) 

Smooth Toadlet  
(Uperoleia laevigata) 

Size Medium (3.5-4.5 cm long) Medium (4.5-5.5 cm) Small (usually <2c m long) Medium (3-4cm) Medium (about 5 cm) Medium (approx. 3-4cm) Small (approx. 3cm) 

Call A rapid ‘uuk-uuk-uuk-uuk’ 
or tok-tok-tok. 

Low pitched ‘wuk’  repeated 
regularly (similar to a dog 
bark, hence the name). 

A squelch, or ‘eeeekk’, can 
be singular or repeated 
rapidly. 

A sharp, variable ‘yap’ which 
develops into a chorus of 
rapid ‘yaps’ 

Low, ascending cackle.  Sustained ‘whaaaa, whaaaa’ 
noise rising in pitch 

A repeated loud rising ‘yerp’ 
lasting only half a second or 
so. Similar to the Eastern 
Sign-bearing Froglet.  

Colour range 
& markings   

Green to dark brown.   
Commonly symmetrical 
regular shaped dorsal spots 
and a yellow, red or white 
stripe down the back. 

Very similar to the Spotted 
Marsh Frog but lacks the 
pale back stripe common in 
Spotted Marsh Frogs.  Large 
irregularly shaped darker 
brown patches. Eye lids may 
be rose-pink (rare for 
Spotted Marsh Frog). 

Dark brown and chestnut 
to light grey. The size of a 
thumb nail.  
 

Pale grey or brown in colour 
with a white belly. Black 
stripe on head from nostril 
to shoulder with a small 
white dot in front of the eye. 
Pointed snout and long legs. 

Grey to dark brown. Green 
flecking is common as is 
bright yellow with black 
mottling on the inner hind-
thighs.  
 

Grey, red-brown to fawn, some 
have darker flecks (often dark 
red-brown in inland regions). 
Dark band runs from snout, 
through eye and continues 
down the side of the body. 
Yellow coloured groin. Plump 
physique. 

Light-dark brown back with 
lots of darker patterns, grey-
brown sides. Large, risen 
skin glands. Eyes mainly 
brighter in colour above the 
pupil, mostly gold with gold 
ring above upper half of 
pupil. 

Breeding time Late winter, spring and 
summer.  

Peaks in spring to autumn. Year-round following heavy 
rain events, particularly 
during the cooler months.    

Following rainfall in spring 
and summer.  

Spring and summer, or when 
air temperatures are higher 

than 20C.  

Late spring to summer, may 
also breed in autumn 
depending on weather  

Mostly spring and summer, 
however can call 
throughout the year.  

Distribution 
throughout 
the region 

Widespread and common 
species, readily colonise all 
types of freshwater water 
bodies. 
 
Adults were identified in all 
regions except for Reid’s 
Flat. Hoever, tadpoles of 
this species were identified 
in Reid’s Flat. 

Detected in Goologong and 
to the west (Forbes, 
Condobolin, & Kiacatoo), this 
species is known to live in 
drier areas.   

Identified in Cowra, 
Goologong, Forbes & 
Condobolin during these 
surveys. Highly adaptable, 
this species can live in a 
range of habitats and was 
identified in all study 
regions in the winter 
surveys. Geographic 
variation likely reflected 
weather conditions at the 
time of surveys 

Active in the Frogmore, 
Cowra, Goologong and 
Condobolin regions. 
Otherwise called Rocket 
Frogs on account of their 
pointy nose and mobility, 
this species prefers habitats 
with permanent or semi-
permanent water.  

This tree frog species 
requires standing timber as 
habitat. The most prolific 
species during the spring 
surveys, this species was 
identified in all regions 
except for Reid’s Flat.  

Found only in the Condobolin 
and Kiacatoo regions, Red Tree 
Frogs (sometimes referred to 
as Desert Tree Frogs) also 
require tree hollows and 
timber for shelter.    

Only heard calling in the 
Frogmore region at one 
dam, this species is cryptic 
and is only expected to live 
in the most eastern parts of 
the study region. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above table: The seven spring active frog species and descriptions of how to identify them. As described, there are several factors (other than colour which 

is highly variable) which are important to look out for. These include calls, pupil shape, eye position, body shape, shape of markings, skin glands, hand and 

toe features.     

 
    

 
 

Photo courtesy of Carmen Amos  



   
  

 

 

  

 

A nest of caterpillars on a branch in Frogmore 

Calling or ‘Barking’ Marsh Frog 

(sounds like a dog barking) 

Red Tree Frog, this frog has a yellow groin & 

continuous dark coloured head stripe from nose 

to side 

A more brown coloured Red Tree Frog  

Spotted marsh frog sitting in a foot 

print 

Some of the photo highlights from the spring surveys 



      

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

Mosquito fish – a small invasive pest 

common throughout the Lachlan 

catchment that were originally introduced 

to control mosquito populations. They are 

quite flat from nose to tail. 

The Broad-palmed Rocket Frog is highly 

mobile with large legs and a small gap in 

the strip which runs from nose to side. 

 

Peron’s Tree Frog, note the 

large finger discs which allow 

them to climb  

 

An injured Spotted Marsh Frog 

tadpole. Tadpoles face many 

challenges including predation 

by fish.   

Peron’s Tree Frogs have 

cross shaped pupils    

 
Peron’s Tree Frog tadpoles have 

iridescent gold spots on their noses 

which are noticeable in sunlight. They 

also have 3 dark stripes running along 

their backs 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peron’s Tree Frogs were actively breeding 

this spring. Their appearance is striking with 

bright yellow markings on their legs and 

green flecks on their backs. 

 

  

The underside of a Peron’s Tree 

Frog tadpole, I think they look like 

glass beads owing to their 

translucency  

The Eastern Sign Bearing Froglet is 

the size of a finger nail, fully grown. 

Finding them is quite the challenge. 

 

The Broad-palmed Rocket 

Frog has a pointy shaped nose   



 

  

 

Spotted Marsh Frog 

metamorph in the final 

stages of development.  

Eastern Froglet metamorph 

at a similar stage of 

development  

This is a tadpole in a very early stage 

of development; you can see its 

spiral of intestines developing  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tadpoles develop their hind limbs 

first. 

Thankfully this shingle back was the 

most hazardous animal we encountered 

 

Adult Spotted Marsh Frog, a 

common sight in the Lachlan  

 

My trusty field assistant Adam 

preparing for another catch  


