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A number of staff changes during 2011 and 12 saw the former Innovative Perspectives of Energy SRA 

transform mid to late 2012 into the Environmental Justice and Governance for Social Change SRA with a 

re-orientation of its aims accordingly. 

The aim of the new SRA is to advance policy, community and scholarly understandings about the social 
dimensions of environmental sustainability, with a focus on questions of justice and governance. The 
environmental justice and governance fields are considered embryonic in Australia, with research 
currently quite patchy, although well-developed internationally.  

It is widely acknowledged that action is needed to address the numerous and growing threats to the 

environment and hence the natural resource base on which all life, including human society, depends. 

Despite this recognition, many social barriers exist to such action being taken including political, 

economic, cultural and institutional obstacles. These barriers influence action on environmental 

sustainability at all levels of society from the individual to neighbourhoods, nations and global 

communities. Questions of environmental justice and governance are central axes of debate and 

contention about how best to overcome these barriers. This SRA specifically engages with these debates 

on how best to build ecologically sustainable societies in ways that are socially just.  

The objectives of its current and future activities are to: 

 Identify the environmental challenges and opportunities associated with multi-level governance 

frameworks (regional, national, international) and competing policy priorities;   

 Explore the social drivers and consequences of environmental initiatives and actions, from the 

local to the global;  

 Investigate and critically assess the social dynamics and policy approaches underpinning 

environmental justice and equity issues; and  

 Improve understanding of the diverse histories, cultures and knowledges through which social 

groups understand, manage and interact with environments  

The emphasis on transport and energy issues in the former SRA has been retained with additional 

research areas now included in this SRA being biodiversity, conservation, climate change, rural/urban 

nexus, food and water security, agriculture, housing, work, and social, community, education and health 

services. 



The transformation of the original SRA has seen an increase in members from eight to 18; members 

from a variety of disciplines who have a diverse range of research interests. 

Aligned with this SRA is the new Regional Centre of Expertise Murray-Darling (RCE-MD) led by SRA 

member Dr John Rafferty. The RCE-MD is a consortium of key stakeholders within and across Murray-

Darling communities that supports and promotes sustainable development through the integration of 

research, education and community initiatives. Lead institutions are CSU, Wodonga TAFE and LaTrobe 

University. Based within ILWS at the Albury-Wodonga campus, it is one of a number of Regional Centres 

of Expertise on Sustainable Development across the world with this unique designation by the United 

Nations University. The RCE-MD in collaboration with the SRA was successful in obtaining $90,000 in 

funding from the NSW Office of Environment and heritage for a project “Our Place- Riverina and 

Murray” (2013-2014). The RCE has also been contracted by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority to 

provide professional development of environmental and NRM educators. 

Members 

Dr Helen Masterman-Smith, A/Prof Vaughan Higgins, Dr John Rafferty, Dr Andrea Crampton, Dr Merrilyn 
Crichton, Dr Jillian Dunphy,  A/Prof Ian Gray,  Dr Jonathon Howard, Dr Shelby Laird, Dr Anna Lukasiewicz, 
Prof Jennifer McKinnon, Dr Michael Mitchell, Dr Susan Mlcek, Prof Mark Morrison, Prof Manohar Pawar, 
Dr Angela Ragusa, Dr Felicity Small, Dr Oliver Villar 

 

PhD Students 

Michelle Olivier: The advantages of localisation as a strategy for sustainability and global carbon 

reduction 

Jenni Greig: Predicting the social impacts of change: Exploring a psychological approach to capturing 

social impact data for cost-benefit analysis 

Ashlea Hunter: Investigating the link between social and ecological benefits of urban green space 

Joanne Edney: Wreck divers, cultural background and the management of underwater cultural heritage 

in the Asia-Pacific Region 

Activities 

Symposium and Launch 

The new SRA was officially launched with a symposium around the theme of ‘Strategies for building 
environmentally sustainable and socially just communities’ at CSUs National Wine and Grape Industry 
Training Centre in Wagga Wagga on November 8, 2012.  

The symposium was attended by 30 to 40 participants including a diverse range of CSU researchers and 
external visitors. Keynote speaker was one of Australia’s leading environmental sociologists, Professor 
Stewart Lockie from ANU.  The key note address was followed by two panel discussions on (a) Strategies 



for building environmentally sustainable and socially just communities: political and equity dimensions; 
and (b) Strategies for building environmentally sustainable and socially just communities: cultural and 
knowledge dimensions.  

Practical outcomes from the symposium was a Special Issue of the journal Rural Society Vol. 22 Issue 3 -
2013 which was co-edited by Dr Helen Masterman-Smith and Dr John Rafferty, with articles from several 
of the symposium presenters including  Dr Michael Mitchell and Dr Jonathon Howard.  A full report on 
the symposium is in the February 2013 Issue of the Institute’s newsletter Connections. 

Current Projects  

Sustainable Farming in Australia: Market Instruments for Improved Land Management, ARC Discovery 

Project. Chief investigator Higgins, V. (2010-2013) with Professor Chris Cocklin (James Cook University) 

and Dr Clive Potter (Imperial College London).  

Engaging Landholders to Adopt Profitable and Sustainable Carbon Cropping Practices. Commonwealth 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. Higgins, V. and other Graham Centre members (2012) 

Building Capacity to respond to climate change at a local level, DECC. $15,000. Howard, J. (2012-2015).  

Wetland Carbon Storage. Monitoring and Evaluation Component. Commonwealth Government 

Biodiversity Fund (with Murray CMA). Howard, J. (2012) a component of which is the project  Identifying 

indigenous values of wetlands. Howard, J. (2012-2015) Murray CMA PhD scholarship top-up, $30,000 

Exploring the Effectiveness of Local Sustainability Strategies. NSW Office of Environment and Heritage. 

Howard, J. Michelle Olivier (PhD candidate) (2012-2015)  

Metagovernance in Regional Natural Resource Management. NSW Office of Environment and Heritage. 

Howard, J. (2012) 

Investigation into the Socio-ecological System of the Murray Catchment. Murray Catchment 

Management Authority. Howard, J. (2012) 

Environmental Challenges facing Rural Workers, CSU Large Arts Faculty Grant. Working with regional 

trades and labour councils. Masterman-Smith, H. $19,987 (2012- on going)  

Environmental Worldviews of Teachers in Australia. CSU Education Faculty Grant. Rafferty, J., (2012-

13) 

Antecedents and outcomes of connectedness to nature:  A meta-analysis of studies from 1999 – 2012 

Laird, S., &  Boxall, D.,(CSU)  Wilson, A. (Auburn University, USA) (2012-2013) 

CSU Green Kids: Developing Children’s Knowledge of Environmental Sustainability through Learning 

about Bush Tucker and Bush Walking. Allen, S., Smith, M., Piazza, L., Laird, S. CSU $14,200 (2012-2013) 

Green roof/wall impacts on urban dwellers: A case study. Maloney,K. ( Honours Student) Laird, S. &  

Rafferty,J. (2013) 

http://www.csu.edu.au/research/ilws/news/connections/2013.htm


Transportation decisions and behaviours of students and staff at the Albury-Wodonga campus of 

Charles Sturt University, Laird, S. & Black, R. CSU $1900 (2012-2013) 

Understanding Thurgoona/Wirlinga Community Knowledge & Values of Biodiversity, Laird, S & Black, 

R. Albury Conservation Council, $4044.70 (2012-2013) 

Completed Projects 

The future of eHealth infrastructure provision for the Riverina region: An investigation of mental 

health services. Crichton, M., Muenstermann, I. and Burmeister, O. Rural and Regional Research and 

Development Program , $24,000. (2011-2012) 

What are the factors affecting the ability of agriculture to attract and retain young people? Gray, I. 

DPI, Victoria, $14,000 (2011) 

Environmental Justice in Australia. Masterman-Smith, H. ILWS Fellowship (2010) 

Education for sustainability models in Australian health care degrees. Masterman-Smith, H., Dunphy, 

J., Harvey, R., Sheahan, M., Townsend, R. Commonwealth Department of Environment, Water, Heritage 

and the Arts, Education for Sustainability Program, $55,000 (2009-2010) 


