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Discipline area:   Philosophy and Religious Studies 

Discipline:  Religious Studies  

Sub-Discipline: Islamic Studies 

Centre: Islamic Studies and Arabic 

Discipline Overview 

Islamic Studies is an inter-disciplinary academic discipline dedicated to scholarship of Islam and 

Islamic culture and civilisation and providing pathways to a wide range of industries and careers. 

Islamic studies – engaging in studying Islam from within its tradition – is well established in 

Australia particularly with the Centre for Islamic Studies and Civilisation (CISAC) at Charles Sturt. 

The discipline is well developed in terms of its course profile, teaching and has a growing research 

profile.  

At Charles Sturt, the Centre for Islamic Studies and Civilisation (CISAC) is a collaboration between 

the University and the Islamic Sciences and Research Academy (ISRA), offering accredited Islamic 

Studies and Arabic courses engaging in research and focusing on building community co-operation 

within Australia and society more broadly. 

An academic in this discipline would typically follow a traditional academic pathway, undertaking a 

PhD in Islamic Studies (normally within an Australian University) before taking up an academic 

appointment.  

Academic staff within CISAC are engaged as adjuncts. Academic adjunct staff are employed 

through partner organisation ISRA. 

Gender Profile  

Profession/Industry Not Applicable 

Higher Education Sector Data not currently available 

University 60% male / 40% female 
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Discipline Context and Expectations  

INDUSTRY ACCREDITATION There are no industry accreditation requirements. 

DISCIPLINE PEDAGOGIES   Discipline combines classical Islamic sciences (such as tafsir, hadith, 
fiqh and kalam) and their specific methods and contemporary religious 
studies and sociology of religion and their pedagogies. 

STUDENT PROFILE  Students in this discipline engage in undergraduate and graduate study 
and are predominantly Muslim. The cohort is a mix of school leavers 
and mature age students with the majority being from Australia. The 
gender profile is balanced. 

STUDENT 

FEEDBACK/PERFORMANCE 
The SuES (Student Experience Survey) response rate and scores are 
consistently high in this discipline with positive evaluation of teaching at 
around 90%. These results are usually 10 points higher than faculty and 
university average. 

RESEARCH APPROACH While both individual and collaborative research is undertaken in this 
discipline, individual research is more predominant at Level A, B and C. 
Academics have opportunities to undertake leadership research roles at 
Level D and E.  

Collaborative research would typically involve small groups and be 
discipline-specific. Interdisciplinary research is rare.  

Both qualitative and quantitative research is undertaken. While 
theoretical qualitative research is more common, applied qualitative and 
quantitative research is increasing 

PUBLICATION The primary forms of publication in this discipline are journals (Q1 and 
Q2 journal are encouraged), books, book chapters, edited books and 
funded reports.  

Word count for peer-reviewed articles and chapters is generally 
between 6,000–10,000 words, with a primary emphasis on quality of 
publication.  

Single and co-authored publications are expected. A combination of 
single and co-authored journal articles are expected for Level A, B and 
C. Sole author book chapter publications in peer-reviewed books are 
expected for Level C in addition to journal articles.  

Sole author book publications are expected for Level D and E 
academics in addition to co-authored publications. 

CONFERENCES Invitations or selection for presentation at national and international 
conferences such as Australian Association of Islamic and Muslim 
Studies (AAIMS) conference and Association for the Sociology of 
Religion (ASR) conference are highly regarded.  

Presentations at international conferences are expected for Level D and 
E academics in the field. 

GRANTS Grants in general and ARC grants are difficult to access and rare in this 
discipline. Historically, grant funding is typically sourced from 
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community organisations, government agencies and internally through 
the University’s grant funding programs.  

Grants normally range in value from $5,000 up to $50,000. 

HDR SUPERVISION There is a high availability of HDR students in this discipline, with the 
vast majority being domestic.  

Academics have the opportunity for co-supervisor and primary 
supervision commensurate with the University’s HDR supervision 
guidelines. 

The norm is to have a good balance of primary and co-supervision. 
Level D and E are expected to successfully complete several HDR 
students. 

RECOGNITION There are two awards relevant to the discipline – Australian Muslim 
Achievement Awards and Crescent Awards. 

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT A high level of community engagement is integral to this discipline. 
Academic staff are expected to connect with the Muslim community, 
understanding and addressing community needs, often through 
lectures, events and courses.  

Engagement with the Australian community more widely (e.g. interfaith 
and intercultural events and activities) is highly regarded. 

PROFESSIONAL 

REGISTRATION 

There are no professional registration requirements in this discipline. 
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