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Our Spiritual Context
In Luke 9:11-17, we see Jesus heal those who need to be
healed. Then, after His teaching and healing ministry, given
that the day was drawing to a close, we see Jesus responding
to people’s physical needs- ensuring the five thousand have
the food they need before returning to their homes and
villages.
Notwithstanding the disciple’s initial concern, in God’s
providence there is more than enough. ” And all ate and were
filled.”
Following Jesus, we likewise now pray for the healing and
wellbeing of Sri Lankans. At the same time, we look to how we
can help ensure Sri Lankans have what they need for daily
life- food and clean water, medicine, etc.
Our Relational Context.
There are people in Sri Lanka for whom we pray-people we
know and love.
In my case, there are people I remember from our times in Sri
Lanka.
Accordingly, watching the recent One Day cricket in SL and
seeing the crowd’s faces, I became an SL supporter, hoping
they would beat the Aussies, (which they did!)
Now I am hoping for the same as the First Test begins on that
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and our joy in unifying spiritual conversation.
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Likewise, I remember prayerfully the faces at Communion in the Cathedral and in St. Michaels
Church in Colombo.
I prayerfully remember young people I chatted with on a Charity Walk from near the airport to Galle
Face, as we raised money for a new cancer hospital.
I also remember prayerfully those we met through our own family who were then working at the
Australian High Commission.
These fine SL folks were having a tough enough time making ends meet, even then.
How can they be faring now, I wonder, as I pray for them?
So, these are just a few of my images and rememberings.
You will have those for whom you pray, as a matter of love.

The Political Context
Good or bad politics has a huge effect on ordinary lives.
Many of you know SL history and the current reality far better than me.
A general reflection for our prayers and advocacy is that history shows a genuine democracy is the
best, or, as some say, the ‘least worst form of governance.’
Why? Because its checks and balances protect against human frailty.
The human capacity to rationalise can be quite bottomless.
The more absolute is the power, the more likely there will be unchecked corruption and cruelty.
The current Russian political leadership and the military dictatorship in Myanmar are two
contemporary examples. The crushing of Hong Kong’s democracy is another. As is the intimidation
of Taiwan.
There are plenty of examples.
What might shape as a checklist for our prayer and advocacy, as we seek a more democratic
future for our beloved Sri Lanka?
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It might include:
*Open, uncorrupted elections;
*An impartial Public Service, offering fearless advice to the Government of the day;
*Education and employment pathways for all young people so as to facilitate an equality of
opportunity and the real hope that youngsters of any background can become a future
Prime Minister;
*The separation of powers between the political and legal systems so the Courts can’t be
co-opted by the State;
*No scope for military dictatorships;
*Free media for transparency of information and commentary.
*Strong intermediary organisations between the individual and the Government of the day.
Including Trade Unions; Universities and the Arts Community. Plus, Faith Communities
who offer their spiritual practice of prayers and meditations, along with services and
advocacy.
As regards the particular role of Faith Communities such as Churches, the wisdom is to try to be
close enough to Governments so as to be listened to. But not so close that the Faith Community’s
leaders are co-opted by the Government.
As an outsider it is not my place to critique the current state of democracy in SL.
Rather it is to note that recovery from the current crisis will be helped if people take account of the
multi-layered road to recovery.
If a recovery is to be sustained, there will need to be healthy democratic institutions.
From the outside, the ingredients appear to be present .SL has not yet reached the tipping point
where dysfunctionality is so pervasive that recovery appears impossible.
Hence, we pray and advocate for wise, morally sound political leadership in a healthy democracy.
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And so, Our Responses Now?
Having briefly sketched the spiritual relational and political context, how can we Christians in
Australia best offer prayerful and practical support?
In recent days I have communicated with two CEO’s of Christian Overseas Aid and Development
agencies about a possible national Appeal.
These are agencies which already offer aid with partners in SL.
Act for Peace, as part of the National Council of Churches in Australia, collaborates with the
Organisation for Elangai Refugees Rehabilitation in SL (OfERR Ceylon) to assist refugees who
have been returning home to SL from India.
Anglican Overseas Aid, with its partner LEADS, has a program to support at-risk women by
promoting self-reliance and economic resilience. This program aims to help families break out of
the cycle of poverty by providing a long- term sustainable alternative through skill enhancement for
income generation, plus help with access to affordable loans.
One imagines both of these programs have been made more complicated by the current economic
and political crisis.
In any case, both CEO’s, while painfully aware of SL’s crises, are running agencies already
stretched by Appeals and programs to support many vulnerable people and communities. For
example, refugees from both Afghanistan and Ukraine as well as ongoing other programs for
emergency support [for example, after Tonga’s earthquake]and programs for sustainable
development programs elsewhere.
Facilitating an effective Appeal asks a lot of stretched management and communication staff.
The possibility of an Appeal is a matter for ongoing discussion.
Meanwhile, the Australian Council for International Development [ACFID], has urged our new
Australian Government to boost our humanitarian aid to SL by $US 10 million, as a contribution to
the target of $ US47 million set by the UN.
The UN request of national donors will help provide food security, essential medicines, safe
drinking water, etc.
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Earlier, Australia did provide an immediate $2.5 million aid towards food security, but the World
Food Program says that 5.7 million Sri Lankans are now in urgent need. And with the rising costs
of both fuel and fertilisers, [if available at all], it is harder for farmers to cultivate crops in this
current planting season, generally April to August.
Prayer and advocacy, next steps?
Here in Victoria, I have wondered whether we might hold an ecumenical service for the diaspora
community in coming weeks. This could be “zoomed” into SL.
Which brings us back to our Gospel passage from Luke 9:11-17.
We move ahead with trust in the healing power of Jesus and with confidence in God’s provision.
The peace of God encompasses us in all aspects of our being- our physical, emotional and our
spiritual needs.
This is the faith in which we offer our prayers:
Let us pray:
Gracious God,
We give thanks and we pray, as we have reflected.
We give thanks for the healing power of our Risen Lord Jesus and pray for those whom we
carry in our hearts in Sri Lanka.
We give thanks for your providence and presence so as to meet our physical, emotional
and spiritual needs.
We give thanks for the continuing inspiration we find in the feeding of those 5000 people.
We pray that, just as those first disciples were guided by you when they could only see the
need but not the solution, so you will guide us now as well.
Just as then, the needs are immediate and urgent, so we pray for your inspiration as
regards our Services, Appeals and Advocacy for Sri Lanka.
Likewise, we pray for the provision of wise, compassionate and equitable political and
economic leadership in Sri Lanka.
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There is much in our hearts as regards the circumstances of our whole human family, in Sri
Lanka and elsewhere, all made in your divine image and likeness.
There is much in our hearts that is still making its way into words.
We gather it all and pray all this and more in the beautiful name of Jesus, the One who
says, “I am the bread of life “and “Behold, I make all things new”.
AMEN.
Bishop Philip Huggins
Director, Centre for Ecumenical Studies,
Australian Centre for Christianity and
Culture, Wednesday 25 May 2022
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Programme for the Prayer Wail for Sri Lanka held 25 June 2022
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