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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
By Institute director Prof Max Finlayson 
The university research environment is a new one 
for myself – I am looking forward to it. There are 
many fascinating features and some perplexing, 
such as the relative emphases on disciplinary 
excellence and multi-disciplinary integration. My 
experiences are largely in multi-disciplinary re-
search with an emphasis on outcomes. This has 
not meant that outputs such as peer reviewed 
papers have been disregarded – these have been 
a part of the process, one part. I will though leave 
that aside in favour of commenting on the integra-
tion issue. Below I’ve listed five areas of inte-
grated research that could be further explored 
within the ILWS, and invite further discussion. 
Can we take a holistic view or do we need to 
tease them apart and address the components? 
Can we provide conceptual frames? Or provide 
advice for policy makers? What scales should we 
work at? What do we mean by integration? How 
do we communicate our results? 
 
The five areas revolve around landscape change 
at different scales, and they overlap: 
Social and ecological resilience in agricultural 
landscapes 
Economic and social policies that drive land 
change 
The arts and society in changing landscapes 
Poverty and livelihoods in changing landscapes 
Human well-being (including health) and ecosys-
tems 
I see these as topics or themes that could benefit 
from input from the many disciplines within the 
ILWS. I do not see them as statements of intent; 
they are issues that I’d like to explore in various 
ways. If we revert to the aim and scope of the 
ILWS we should be looking for the ways and 
means of addressing issues such as these. The 
way in which we do this is very much in our 
hands. This is the basis of the discussions I am 
seeking. Can we further integrate our research? 
Can we measure the out-comes of our research? 
Should we? 
 
As I finish I’d like to raise a further issue that cuts 
across the above, namely, the establishment of 
effective relationships with local communities and 
stakeholders – an important way of going beyond 
the rhetoric and ensuring our research is useful. 

OPINION 
By Institute advisory board member Cathy 
McGowan 
Did you see this notice around the University in 
mid January?  PhD scholarship over 3 years for a 
study on “Integrating community and landscape 
values for planning multifunctional landscapes” 
When I read these words, my heart gave a small 
lurch and I smiled. Four years in the dreaming 
and now, we were on our way to integrate plan-
ning, demographics, community engagement and 
best of all, it was happening in my local commu-
nity. It’s a lovely story and I am very proud to 
share it.  
 
I am a farmer, community activist, sometime aca-
demic and business woman who has a keen in-
terest supporting rural communities reach their 
potential.  I live in the Indigo Shire in North East 
Victoria and my work takes me all around Austra-
lia. Currently I have projects in Ireland and Papua 
New Guinea where I am working to establish na-
tional NGOs for women in agriculture.  For a 
number of years I was on the advisory committee 
to the Centre for Rural and Social Research and 
more recently on the board of  ILWS. 
 
Integration of projects, not only within the Institute 
but also within the community has been an impor-
tant goal of the Board. Pressure on the landscape 
from changing demographics, the increasing de-
mand for lifestyle blocks and a desire to preserve 
prime agricultural land were pressing issues for 
planners.  The opportunity to work with CSU staff 
Jo Millar, Digby Race and Rik Thwaites and the 
Indigo Shire local government planning team to 
see if we ‘could do something’ about protecting 
and enhancing the landscapes was an ideal oc-
casion to walk our talk.  
 
And ‘as you do’ when you need to get things 
done in rural communities, we formed a vol-
untary committee, did a skills audit, a network 
map, set in train a “word of mouth communi-
cation strategy” and agreed we needed a 
longituditional funded study. CSU was sup-
portive.  The Indigo Shire was keen.  Commu-
nity – well -  being community there are a 
diversity of opinions and attitudes but I can 
say there is a willingness to give it a go, to 
suck it and see what happens.   
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IN THE NEWS 
 
Institute members have had excellent media coverage over the last 
three months with coverage from regional, national and interna-
tional media. Prof Allan Curtis has continued to be sought for his 
comments on his research on changing property ownership in rural 
area, and Prof Kevin Parton and his joint research received exten-
sive national coverage and was also picked up by the overseas 
news agencies such as Reuters. A/Prof David Watson’s research 

on mistletoe featured in a story in  
the National Geographic News on 
Dec 24  and was picked up by the 
Thaindian News and Asian News 
International the following day. 
 
 
Dr Rosemary Black (left) was inter-
viewed by WIN TV Albury at the launch 
of her new book on eco-tourism, held 
at the Albury-Wodonga (Thurgoona) 
campus. 
 
 
 
 
 

Full details of In the News are now on the Institute’s web site at  
http://www.csu.edu.au/research/ilws/news/inthenews.htm 
 
  

POSTGRADUATES  
 

MAGGIE WATSON 
With a visit to each of two field 
sites under her belt and her 
research topic defined  PhD 
student Maggie Watson talks 
enthusiastically about the op-
portunities for social research-
ers to become involved in her 
research project - the effects 
of stress and parasites on the 
reproductive performance of 
colonial seabirds . 
 
Maggie, whose supervisors are 
A/Prof Shane Raidal, Dr Tiggy 
Grillo (both from CSUs School of 

Animal and Veterinary Science at Wagga) and Professor Nick 
Klomp, is the second recipient of an ILWS PhD scholarship under 
its Environmental Assets Integration Program. She has a bachelor 
of Zoology from the University of Missouri in Columbia where she 
became interested in reproductive aspects of mammals and worked 
with other researchers on frogs and insects. She did her Masters at 
the University of Massettchusis at Boston where she studied post-
fledging parental care of the roseate tern.  
 
Maggie, who began her PhD last September and is using for her 
field sites, The Nobbies at Philip Island in Victoria, and Montague 
Island off the NSW south coast, says her project integrates areas 
she has worked on before while adding a new ‘parasite’ angle.  
Maggie will study crested terns at both sites looking at how their 
populations are being regulated by parasites such as lice and ticks 
(possibly being transmitted by populations of penguins, silver gulls 
at both sites as well as lizards and three different species of shear-
waters at Montague Island) and stress (from eco-tourism and fire). 
 
“I’m helping liaise with my study sites to find out what social re-
search needs to be done,” says Maggie. “At the Philip Island Nature 
Park, where they have the Penguin Parade, a national tourist at-

traction, they really need to know what’s working as far as teaching 
the public about penguins and the threats that are occurring. Ten 
years ago they ran a little survey and found that over 50 % of the 
people that came in didn’t realise penguins were birds so they al-
tered their displays accordingly. They are now investing further in 
technology and would like some focussed questions to be directed 
at the public so they can direct the science behind it.” 
 
Maggie says the managers of the park are particularly concerned 
about the impact that dredging Port Philip Bay could have on fish 
populations (the penguins’ main food source.) Maggie says at Mon-
tague Island while some research was done in 2002 on the impact 
of eco-tourism on its wildlife (there is a mini penguin parade and 
people go snorkelling with the seals) nothing has been done further. 
 
“Plus it’s just wonderful to be working on an island that’s in the mid-
dle of the ocean and to get to visit places you wouldn’t normally be 
able to get to,” says Maggie who invites ILWS social researchers to 
contact her if they are interested in the project. 
 

CATHY CAR 
 
By Kate Roberts 
Cathy Car is up-front about the neglected standing of millipedes in 
Australian ecosystems. “Because they don’t have any economic 
importance, no-one is interested in them,” she says during an inter-
view about her PhD research into millipedes in south-east Australia. 
Cathy is one of only a handful of people in Australia who has taken 
an active interest in millipedes and she is half way through a taxo-
nomic and biogeographical study, which is documenting millipede 
species and where they live. 
 
Cathy has found 150 new species of NSW millipedes in the course 
of her explorations, by sampling a transect from Tathra over the 
Snowy Mountains to Tumut herself, and by borrowing already col-
lected specimens from organisations around Australia.  Some are 
known to science, others are new species. She says they don’t all 
have names yet and she expects that to be a time consuming proc-
ess.  
 
“I would need the whole of the rest of my working life to formally 
describe all 150,” she says. “In addition, the 150 are also just 
scratching the surface of the fauna in NSW, as most of the collect-
ing has been done only along the east coast, but many species 
occur west of the Great Divide.  I could not explore the whole state 
as it is too large and there are just too many millipedes. The re-
search is important because a description of what actually exists – 
the fauna and flora - in a landscape is essential.  A baseline record 
of what is there is needed before any applied research can be 
done, and this is carried out by natural historians or taxonomists. 
Charles Darwin is probably the most famous natural historian – he 
recorded what he saw on his travels around the globe – but in the 
modern age taxonomists are a dying breed.” 
 
Cathy describes the native millipedes - as compared to the feral 
plain black variety that are seen around buildings when it rains - as 
very pretty with some having stripes and bands and others, dots. 
“Millipedes are obviously small and can’t move around a lot,” she 
says. “They are known as short range endemics which means each 
species has a very limited distribution. That’s why there are so 
many different types and European settlement and changes to the 
landscape due to agriculture have reduced many species to iso-
lated pockets.  For example, species in Wagga are different from 
those at The Rock, or at Lankeys Creek or Livingstone National 
Park.” 
 
Cathy says the drought has made her exploration difficult as the 
millipedes are only active in moist conditions. She explains, “When 
it’s dry they bury down into the ground to about 30cm, but we don’t 
know how long they can last under there. I didn’t collect any in 2006 
but did find some adults this year and in 2005, so presumably they 
can last 2 years. Millipedes are detritivores and when it’s moist and 
rainy weather they can be found marching about eating plant de-
bris, leaf litter and fungi. No-one really knows their role in the eco-
system, but they certainly break down leaf litter  and, because they  
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burrow down, they probably aerate the soil as well. Certainly in 
some parts of the Northern Hemisphere, they take over the role of 
earthworms. But their ecology is not part of my research.” 
 
Cathy explains millipedes are eaten by trap door spiders, but other 
animals only eat them if they don’t have much choice as they have 
cyanide producing glands on their bodies. “This is basically their 
only defence, because they can’t move fast and they have no 
eyes,” she says. Millipedes are more sensitive to disturbance of  
their habitat rather than dry spells. In areas where the leaf litter has 
been disturbed by livestock, pigs, rabbits and even large numbers 
of lyre birds and wombats, millipedes are absent. “Being an ancient 
group, they appear to cope well with fire, providing some cover is 
left on the ground,” she says. 
 
Cathy is using a combination of old methods and new technology in 
her research.  “Millipedes are still found and processed the old 
fashioned way, but the electron microscopy and DNA sequencing 
have improved species identification and analyses beyond meas-
ure,” she says. Now in the final stages of her research, Cathy says 
she is selecting groups to describe within the mass of species she 
has found. ”Written, photographed and drawn descriptions of a new 
species must be accepted by reputable taxonomic journals before 
that species and its name become set in stone,” she explains. 
 
Cathy Car obviously has a love of small creatures, as she com-

pleted a Masters degree 
on spiders. She previously 
taught biology at CSU and 
worked in Zimbabwe and 
South Africa in the inverte-
brate collections of several 
museums for many years 
before moving to Austra-
lia. She says there is an 
amateur millipede society 
in England, but none in 
Australia - yet. 
 

Dicladosomella n. sp. (above)  is a new species that hasn’t yet been de-
scribed which  comes from the Bemboka area, near Bega. 
 

KYLIE EKLOM 
It’s no wonder that PhD student Kylie Eklom admits to get-
ting very excited every time she spots a Plains-wanderer. 
Because of the prolonged drought in the Murray Darling Basin, the 
population of the species, listed as vulnerable nationally and endan-
gered in NSW, may have dropped by as much as 90%. 
 
Kylie, who recently spent two months out in the field at Oolambeyan 
National Park 81km south-east of Hay, NSW, found only 13 birds 
over 15 nights (58 hours and 226km) of spotlighting. Her biggest 
thrill was to find a male bird with four chicks on Oolambeyan, evi-
dence that despite the harsh conditions, the birds are still managing 
to breed. Kylie is in her second year of a PhD looking at food re-
sources in grasslands and how that relates to the Plains-wanderer. 
As often is the case with PhD research projects, the focus of Kylie’s 
research has changed. Originally she was going to be radio-
tracking the Plains-wanderers, looking at their movement and habi-
tat use, to build on similar work done 20 years ago. 
 
“However that original research was probably done in a ‘good 
year’,” says Kylie whose supervisors are A/Prof Gary Luck and A/
Prof Ian Lunt, “and I think while their habitat preference probably 
hasn’t changed, I would imagine their home range could have 
changed quite a bit.” In 2006 Kylie worked with the Department of 
Environment and Conservation (who are funding her work) who 
wanted to radio track birds for a joint project with the Plague Locust 
Commission looking at what effect pesticide use could be having on 
birds. 
 
“Unfortunately there were quite a lot of technical difficulties with that 
as the birds were moving a lot further than we anticipated; my 
guess is because of a lack of resources,” says Kylie who, in 2007, 

shifted her research focus to the birds’ food  resources. All of Ky-
lie’s field work is at the National Park, a former merino stud prop-
erty, purchased by the Government in 2001 because of its impor-
tance as habitat for the Plains-wanderer, and on some neighbour-
ing private properties. Oolambeyan National Park is one of just a 
handful of grassland national parks in NSW, and one of only two 
where sheep grazing is used as a management tool. 
 
As part of her data collection, Kylie has assessed vegetation; set up 
invertebrate traps to catch beetles and other ground-dwelling in-
sects; and collected seeds using a domestic vacuum cleaner 
(powered by a generator set up in the back of the ute.) While spot-
lighting (by foot or by car) for Plains-wanders, which are easier to 
find at night, Kylie recorded “other critters that were there” including 
curl snakes, the hooded scaly-foot (a legless lizard), burrowing 
frogs, and dunnarts. Kylie has caught and taken small blood sam-
ples from seven Plains-wanderers to help her determine the propor-
tion of seeds and invertebrates the birds are eating. Kylie says she 
loves the solitude of Oolambeyan and doesn’t mind working on her 
own. 
 
“I feel very lucky to have such a wonderful place to stay,” says Ky-
lie. “It’s so nice to come back into the house [she is able to stay in 
the property’s rambling old homestead built in the 1920s] after 
you’ve been out in the heat and the sun all day [it’s not uncommon 
for temperatures to be 40 degrees plus on the Riverine Plains], to 
somewhere where you can relax, cook a proper meal, refrigerate 
your food…” 
 
Before joining CSU, Kylie completed her Bachelor of Science at 
Monash University with an Honours project, in 2004/05, looking at 
the development of blood oxygen carrying capacity in rainbow bee-
eaters and spotted turtle doves. She then spent nine months work-
ing in retail, and doing voluntary work which included helping out 
PhD students with their research on micro-bats, and eastern quolls 
in Tasmania. 

 
Kylie (left) 
setting an 
invertebrate 
trap on the 
open plains 
at Oolam-
beyan Na-
tional Park. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Old shearing 
shed at 
Oolambeyan 
National 
Park (right) 
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PHD NEWS 
PhD student Alison Skinner (supervisors A/Prof Ian Lunt, Dr Suz-
anne McIntyre (CSIRO) and Dr Sandra Lavorel (Université Joseph 
Fourier, France) is finalising field experiments investigating what 
prevents establishment of eucalypt trees in revegetation areas in 
agricultural areas. The results will help land managers to identify 
which parts of the landscape are most likely to facilitate tree regen-
eration, thereby greatly assisting revegetation in agricultural re-
gions. 
 
Wendy March, who has submitted her thesis, will soon take up a 
three year postdoctoral fellowship at The University of Adelaide, 
working with an interdisciplinary team on a large-scale epidemiol-
ogical research project. 
 
Alek Zander (principal supervisor Dr Paul Prenzler, Dr Andrea 
Bishop and Dr Darren Ryder) submitted his thesis “The initial pulse 
of DOC from floodplain litter” in November last year and is waiting 
for the examiner’s reports. 
 
Imogen Fullager (supervisors Professor Shahbaz Khan and Dr 
Catherine Allan ) has successfully finalised her thesis “Translating 
conjunctive water management from concept to practice in mature 
irrigation systems.” 
 
Kerry Tilbrook presented a refereed paper at ANZAM 5-7, Decem-
ber, 2007 in Sydney. Her paper was entitled “Tips from the Top: 
some findings from a study of top university women” for people 
wishing to gain CEO/senior positions in organisations. This was 
based on her PhD entitled “Senior Women in Universities: An ex-
ploration of their views”. The conference paper was well attended 
with around 30 people and received lots of positive feedback.  
 
Welcome to Ian Cole, a new PhD student this year who will be 
working on the restoration of woodland understories. He is super-
vised by Drs Ian Lunt, Suzanne Prober (CSIRO) & Peter Spooner. 
  
And to two new international PhD researchers: 
  
Binod Devkota (currently employed with the Department of For-
ests, Nepal) received an International Post-graduate Scholarship 
from CSU (only 2 offered by CSU for 2008) to undertake full-time 
PhD research based at CSU Thurgoona focused on the livelihood 
benefits of community forestry in Nepal. 
  
Lukas Wibowo  (currently employed with the Forestry Research 
and Development Agency, Indonesia) received a John Allwright 
Fellowship from the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) to undertake full-time PhD research based at 
CSU Thurgoona focused on the policy and institutional instruments 
for community forestry in Indonesia. 
  
Both scholars are expected to commence their studies at CSU dur-
ing February 2008, and will be supervised by Dr Digby Race, Prof 
Allan Curtis, Dr Joanne Millar and Dr Rik Thwaites. 
 

ADJUNCTS 
 
NICKI MAZUR 
When you go through 
the various research 
projects ILWS adjunct 
research fellow Dr Nicki 
Mazur  has been in-
volved in during her 
career, the word 
‘generalist’ immediately 
comes to mind.  
 

“I’ve certainly had a lot of variety in my career,” says Nicki, a social 
scientist based in Canberra. “It’s a shame that the word ‘generalist’ 
sometimes has a negative connotation.  

 
“It can imply that you know a little bit about a lot of things, when in 
fact you often know a lot about a lot of things. I think having an in-
terdisciplinary research career that spans numerous subject areas 
means you have a good sense of context. That is really valuable 
when you are dealing with complex natural resource management 
issues. You need to see the big picture.  
“There are always people out there who have specialised knowl-
edge you can draw on.” 
 
Nicki,  who was born in New York, came to Australia as a tourist in 
1988. After completing her Bachelor of Science at Syracuse Univer-
sity in New York in 1981, she trained showjumpers and worked in 
sport administration.  She returned to Australia in 1990 to do post-
graduate studies at Adelaide University studying public perceptions 
of zoos for her Masters in Environmental Studies which she ex-
tended into a PhD to look more broadly at the social and institu-
tional dimensions of zoos’ role in conservation. In 1997/8, Nicki 
worked as a consultant for short time. Projects included a State of 
the Environment Report for the Adelaide City Council, and running 
an international symposium on wildlife conservation. In 1998 she 
went to ANU as a post-doctoral research fellow where she ex-
tended and updated her work on zoos, and published a book “After 
the Ark: Environmental Policy Making at the Zoo”. 
 
After another year as a consultant, in 2002 Nicki took up a position 
as a social scientist with the Bureau of Rural Sciences’ Social Sci-
ences Program in Canberra where her work involved “helping policy 
makers understand some of the social dimensions and impacts of 
different policies and programs particularly for primary producers 
and rural communities.” A large project she worked on (with Prof 
Allan Curtis) was looking at communities’ perceptions of aquacul-
ture using two case studies in coastal Victoria and South Australia. 
Other projects included designing community consultation proc-
esses for animal welfare issues; and looking at some of the social 
dimensions of drought. 
 
Since 2005 Nicki has worked as a private consultant and been an 
adjunct research fellow with the Institute. Projects she has under-
taken for the Federal Government include further work on public 
consultation processes for animal welfare regulations; looking at 
trends affecting the Australian food industry and its use of food 
safety and quality assurance systems; and documenting the social 
factors affecting fishing practices. Her ILWS projects include a pro-
ject with Prof Curtis and Dr Catherine Allan looking at the use of 
risk perception and social impact assessment frameworks to under-
stand flood management (which ended up being a chapter in the 
book Floods in an Arid Continent, published by Elsevier Press in 
2006), and a literature search for Dr Jennifer Sappey in Orange 
looking at what research had been done on the social and eco-
nomic impacts of an aging population. Currently she is working on a 
new project, again with Dr Rik Thwaites, Prof Curtis, Dr. Digby 
Race, and Mr. Royce Sample , looking at landholder adaptation to 
climate variability for the North Central CMA. 
 
Nicki says she returns home to family in the U.S. every 12 to 18 
months. She occasionally thinks about working over there for a 
period of time, as she has colleagues with similar interests at Yale 
University’s School of Forestry and Environmental Sciences.  But, 
“I’d have to convince my husband its worthwhile … as he’s a keen 
yachtsman we might have to sail there!”  Her husband, whom she 
met while they were both doing their Masters degrees, works on 
water policy issues in the Australian Government’s Department of 
Environment & Water. At 48 years of age Nicki says she’s “happy 
doing what I’m doing as long as I’m doing interesting work that con-
tributes to helping us live more socially-conscious – and therefore 
more sustainable lives. It’s like chipping away at an iceberg.  But as 
a lecturer once told me while I was doing my environmental studies 
degree, it is really important to be resilient.  Environmental prob-
lems are often so big and complex, and it helps to have a clear 
sense of your role in broader spectrum of societal change.” 
Nicki says academic work, as she is doing with the Institute, gives 
her the time to do highly contemplative work. “It is important to have 
time to reflect – rather than simply react - when you are problem 
solving in our busy world,” she says. 
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ADVISORY BOARD 
DR DENIS SAUNDERS 

Five years ago, Dr Denis Saunders, 
who is currently the chair of the In-
stitute’s Advisory Board, made a 
major decision.  
 
A Chief Research Scientist with CSIRO 
in Canberra at the time, he was Assis-
tant Chief of the Division of Wildlife and 
Ecology responsible for administering 
research. “At that stage because of my 
position and various other commit-
ments, I wasn’t getting much research 
done,” says Denis, now 60. “So I took 
stock of my situation, I’m a research 
scientist when all is said and done, and 

decided to leave CSIRO to concentrate on research and other ar-
eas of interest. “When I left CSIRO I still wanted to influence the 
way natural resources are managed in this country - I would like to 
see us stay in this country without further degrading it – and I be-
lieve I am in a better position now to do this than I was.” 
 
Denis initially headed down the path of industrial chemistry after he 
left school but after picking up zoology as a fourth subject in his first 
year at ANU found he “loved it”, and switched direction. His hon-
ours project was on the influence of fluctuating temperatures on the 
developmental time of the fruit fly. He also wrote a smaller thesis on 
the digestive system of leeches. After graduating in 1967 he began 
his career as a research scientist with CSIRO Wildlife Research in 
Western Australia supposedly to look at methods of controlling what 
was then called the short billed white tailed black cockatoo as it had 
become a pest in pine plantations and apple and pear orchards. 
Instead, he found there were two species of black cockatoos with 
white tails – Carnaby’s Cockatoo, a pest in the pine plantations, and 
Baudin’s Cockatoo, a pest in the orchards, and became very in-
volved in the ecology of Carnaby’s Cockatoo which was badly af-
fected by the massive clearing of native vegetation going on in the 
south-west corner of Western Australia. 
 
“At the time the West Australian government was releasing 1 million 
acres a year, or 400,000ha under ‘conditional purchase’, that is the 
purchasers had to clear and fence the land,” recalls Denis. “There 
was no guidance as to what not to clear and consequently the black 
cockatoo which depended on the native vegetation for food (there 
were no pines in that area) suffered badly. During the period I was 
working on them, you could see them disappear from vast areas of 
what is now known as the wheat belt.” In the late 60s and 70s 
Denis worked on several species of cockatoos including the Red- 
tailed Black Cockatoo. In the mid 80s he studied the birds on Rott-
nest Island looking at how bird communities change over time. He 
then led a team of researchers looking at the impact of land clear-
ing on native vegetation and animals in the wheat belt. In 1997 
Denis moved from Perth with his wife Vee to Canberra to take up 
the position of Assistant Chief (Research) CSIRO Wildlife and Ecol-
ogy.  
 
Since retiring from CSIRO in April 2002, Denis has maintained his 
links with CSIRO with which he has an honorary research fellow-
ship to continue writing up his past research work and to assist/
mentor other staff. To date Denis has written two books, more than 
130 scientific papers, chapters in books, reports or other publica-
tions. He has also edited eight scientific books including four in Sur-
rey Beatty and Sons influential Nature Conservation series. Over 
the last two years, he has helped out running a bird banding team 
near Holbrook for a CSIRO-Earthwatch project looking at bird use 
of revegetation patches.  
 
Denis, a member of the former Johnstone Centre for Natural Re-
source and Society’s advisory board and an adjunct professor with 
CSU, has maintained his connection to CSU by taking on the role of 
chair of the Institute’s advisory board. He chaired the science advi-
sory committee of the World Wildlife Fund (Australia) before taking 

on the role of president of this not-for-profit organisation in Novem-
ber 2006, working with its executive staff to set strategic directions 
for international and national priorities such as preventing land-
clearing, water issues, climate change and threatened species. 
 
With his experience in natural heritage, Denis is one of seven ap-
pointed councillors on the Australian Heritage Council which ad-
vises the Federal Minister for Environment and Water Resources 
on heritage matters related to Australia’s National Heritage List. 
He is also a member of the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scien-
tists along with 10 other scientists including Prof Peter Cullen, Dr 
John Williams and Prof Tim Flannery. The group was formed five 
years ago with “the aim of developing strategies for living in this 
country without further degrading it which means dealing with water 
use issues and work out how to use our land sustainably. We are 
also looking at some of the climate change issues as well.” 
 
With the backing of the Purves Environmental Foundation, the 
group offers scholarships to students to mentor them on how to use 
science to make an impact on natural resource management policy. 
Denis was heavily involved in and chaired the reference group for 
the development of the Invasive Native Scrub Module in the Prop-
erty Vegetation Plan Developer, a software tool which is used by 
Catchment Management Authorities in NSW for farm planning. He 
currently chairs an invasive native scrub research project involving 
several CMAs, the Department of Environment and Conservation 
and a number of universities in central west and western NSW.   
He sits on Parks Victoria’s Environment Committee and chairs the 
reference group looking at an experimental manipulation of the Box 
Ironbark reserves, which involves a thinning program to speed up 
the development of tree hollows etc. 
 
He also sits on a technical reference group for Gippsland Water as 
it required someone with ecological experience as they manage a 
large property which is partly a conservation area. Up until the end 
of last year he was an editor with the academic journal, Biological 
Conservation, one of the two leading conservation journals in the 
world, and has remained on its editorial advisory board. Prior to his 
six years with Biological Conservation, Denis was an editor with 
Conservation Biology for nine years. “It was a very sizeable com-
mitment,” says Denis. “Last year I handled 207 manuscripts and I 
was one of six editors.” 
 
He also chairs a steering committee for the Better Knowledge for 
Better Bush project which involves a number of Institute members 
including A/Prof Ian Lunt and Dr Peter Spooner.  It’s not surprising 
to discover that Denis with his commitment to the environment, has 
set up a Prescribed Private Fund, a charitable foundation whose 
aims are environment and indigenous health, and investing in a 
more sustainable and equitable country. Denis with his wife and 
daughters set up the Sara Halvedene Foundation in June 2005. 
This financial year the foundation will donate $150,000 to various 
projects. Its largest donation to date is $195,000 over three years to 
pay the salary of a coordinator with the Fred Hollows Foundation to 
set up a health and numeracy/literacy and ‘back to country’ pro-
gram at Wilcannia in western NSW. “We work on the principle that 
we pay taxes…but through the foundation we know where they are 
going,” says Denis who handles all the administration for the foun-
dation. The foundation also supports Bush Heritage Australia which 
has an anthropology/ archaeological project, the Gondwana Link, 
where they are working with the local Noongar people to establish 
their links to the land purchased by Bush Heritage Australia and 
Greening Australia in south west WA.  
 
“One of the things about Australia, a wealthy country, is that our 
way of life has enormous environmental subsidies built into it. Our 
food, fibre and water is produced with great environmental costs” 
says Denis. “Someone has to pay for those subsidies and by and 
large it won’t be my generation which I think is totally unfair. In addi-
tion, we have great social inequities, particularly relating to the di-
vide between white and black Australians. Somehow we have to 
develop a far more equitable country— environmental equity as 
well as social equity— which is the main reason we set up our fam-
ily foundation up to try and address some of these inequities by 
working with others to support what they do.” 
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PUBLICATIONS 
PEER-REVIEWED PAPERS 
Culas, R. J (2007) Deforestation and the Environmental Kuznets 
Curve: An Institutional Perspective, Ecological Economics, Volume 
61 (2-3), p. 429-437 
 
Bamber, G., (Griffith) and Sappey, J. (2007) Unintended Conse-
quences of Human Research Ethics Committees: Au revoir work-
place studies. Monash Bioethics Review, 26(3): 26-36 
 
Bi, P, Zhang, Y. and Parton, K.A. (2007) Weather variables and 
Japanese encephalitis in the metropolitan area of Jinan City, China. 
Journal of Infection, 55: 551-556 
 
Dietsch, E & Davies, C. 2007. ‘The Nocebo Effect for Women in 
Waiting’, Collegian, 14, 3, pp. 9 – 14 
 
Gong, W., Parton, K.A., Cox, R.J. and  Zhou, Z. (2007) Transac-
tion costs and cattle farmers’ choice of marketing channels in 
China: A Tobit analysis. Management Research News, 30(1): 47-56 
 
Hayman, P., Crean, J., Mullen, J. and Parton, K.A. (2007) How do 
probabilistic seasonal climate forecasts compare with other innova-
tions that Australian farmers are encouraged to adopt?. Australian 
Journal of Agricultural Research, 58 (10): 975-984 
 
Holden, T. and Ragusa, A. T. (2007). News coverage of Landcare 
in The Age since the Natural Heritage Trust. Australian Journal of 
Communication, 34(4) 
 
Khan, L., Parton, K.A. and Doran, H. (2007) Cost of particulate air 
pollution in Armidale: a clinical event survey. Environmental Health, 
7(2): 11-21 
 
Kidane, H. (2008) Export market for Australian beef industry: Con-
straints, potentials and implications for other beef exporting coun-
tries. Journal of Food Products Marketing, 14(1): 11-36  
 
Krivokapic-Skoko, B. (2007) Negative social capital and conflicts: 
Asian entrepreneurs in New Zealand agriculture (1870s -1920s). 
Rural Society, Special issue:  Social Capital in a Rural Context, 17
(3) 
  
Lipscombe, N. (2007) The Risk Management Paradox for Urban 
Recreation and Park Managers: providing high risk recreation within 
a risk management context. Annals of Leisure Research, 1(1):3-26 
 
Mullen, J.D. 2007 Investing in future crops  Australian R&D Re-
view, December, 2007, p.11  
 
Peng, B. and Parton, K.A. (2008) Effect of climate change on Aus-
tralian rural and remote regions: What do we know and what do we 
need to know? Australian Journal of Rural Health, 16 (1): 2-4 
 
Rakesh Gupta and Parikshit K. Basu (2008) Portfolio Analysis in 
the Indian Stock Market – Industry Sector Analysis, Delhi Business 
Review, 9(1): 21-30 
 
Zheng, C. O’Neill, G. and Morrison, M. (2007) Ownership and Stra-
tegic Choice of HR Methods by Chinese SMEs. Asia Pacific Journal 
of Economics and Business, 11(1): 25-39 
 
Stirling, C. O’Meara, P. Pedler, D. Tourle, V. & Walker, J. 2007 
Expanding the Scope of Practice for Rural Health Practitioners: 
Community Engagement. Rural and Remote Health 7: 839 
 
Woollard, M. Lighton, D. Watt, J. McCrea, C. Hamilton, L. O’Meara, 
P. & Smyth, M. 2007 Use of the Airtraq laryngoscope in a model of 
difficult intubation by pre-hospital providers not previously trained in 
laryngoscopy. Anaesthesia. 62: 1061-1065. Impact Factor: 2.512 
 
  

Rickard, C. O’Meara, P. McGrail, M. Garner, D. McLean, A. & 
Leleivre, P. 2007 A randomized controlled trial of intranasal fentanyl 
versus intravenous morphine for prehospital analgesia. The Ameri-
can Journal of Emergency Medicine. 25(8): 911-917. Impact Factor: 
1.994 
 
Smallbone, L.T., Prober, S.M. & Lunt, I.D. (2007). Restoration 
treatments enhance early establishment of native forbs in a de-
graded temperate grassy woodland. Australian Journal of Botany, 
55, 818-830 

Wassens, S., Roshier,D.A,  Watts, R.J and  Robertson, A.I. 
(2007). Spatial and temporal dynamics of a Southern Bell Frog 
(Litoria raniforis) population in an agricultural landscape. Pacific 
Conservation Biology 13, 104–110 
 

BOOKS 
Basu, P K; O’Neill, Grant and Travaglione, Antonio (ed.) (2007) 
‘Engagement and Change: Exploring Management, Economic and 
Finance Implications of a Globalising Environment’; Australian Aca-
demic Press, Brisbane, Australia  
 
Taylor, I.A, Murray, P.A. & Taylor, S.G. (eds) (2006) Wetlands of 
the  Murrumbidgee Catchment: practical Management in an Altered 
Environment. Leeton, NSW, Fivebough and Tuckerbil Wetlands 
Trust 
 

BOOK CHAPTERS 
Allan, C. (2008). Can adaptive management help us embrace the 
Murray-Darling Basin's wicked problems? In C. Pahl-Wostl, P. Ka-
bat & J. Moltgen (Eds.), Adaptive and Integrated Water Manage-
ment: coping with Complexity and Uncertainty (pp. 61-73). Berlin 
Heidelberg: Springer 
 
Basu, P. K and Basu, Saswati (2007) “Role of Managers in Suc-
cess of an Organization: The Case of Rural Cooperative Credit 
Societies in India”, in Clem Tisdell (ed.) ‘Poverty, Poverty Allevia-
tion, and Social Disadvantage: Analysis, Case Studies and Poli-
cies’, Serials Publications, New Delhi, India  
  
Basu, P. K; Hicks, John and Sappey, Richard (2007) “How Can 
Australia Benefit from China’s Economic Reforms?”, in P K Basu; 
Grant O’Neill and Antonio Travaglione (ed.) ‘Engagement and 
Change: Exploring Management, Economic and Finance Implica-
tions of a Globalising Environment’, Australian Academic Press, 
Brisbane, Australia  
  
Basu, P. K; O’Neill, Grant and Travaglione, Antonio (2007) 
“Introduction and an overview” in P K Basu; Grant O’Neill and Anto-
nio Travaglione (ed.) ‘Engagement and Change: Exploring Manage-
ment, Economic and Finance Implications of a Globalising Environ-
ment’, Australian Academic Press, Brisbane, Australia 
 

O’Neill, G., Krivokapic-Skoko, B., Foundling, M. (2007) “The De-
velopment and Effects of Psychological Contracts: An exploration of 
the contracts established by academics within an Australian Univer-
sity Business School”. In Basu, P., O’Neill, G. and Travaglione, A. 
(eds) Engagement and Change: Exploring Management, Economic 
and Finance Implications of a Globalizing Environment. Australian 
Academic Press: Brisbane, Australia 

CONFERENCE PAPERS 
John Hicks, P K Basu, Richard B. Sappey and John Burgess, ‘Old 
Churches as “New Actors”: The Role of Christian Churches in the 
WorkChoices Industrial Relations System in Australia, 7th Pacific 
Employment Relations Association Conference, Caloundra, 14-16 
November, 2007 
 
Debra da Silva,  Understanding tree changers and their employ-
ment mobility: applying expatriation theory to construct a model of 
the antecedents of mobility in a sub-national context. Australia and 
New Zealand Academy of Management (ANZAM), December 4-8 
2007, Sydney. (un-refereed paper) 



Kerry Grigg and Debra da Silva, The role of work/life balance con-
siderations on employment mobility in regional Australia,  Australia 
and New Zealand Academy of Management (ANZAM), December 
4-8 2007, Sydney (refereed paper) 
 
Lunt, I.D. (2007). When can stock grazing help biodiversity conser-
vation? Ecological Society Australia Annual Conference, Perth, 
December 2007 
 
Lunt, I.D., Bennett, A., Haslem, A. & the Victorian Ecosystem Proc-
esses Scientific Group (2007). Ecological processes: a key element 
in strategies for conserving biodiversity. Ecological Society Austra-
lia Annual Conference, Perth, December 2007 
 
O’Meara, P. Growing pains following the formation of a new rural 
ambulance service in Australia.  5th Health Services & Policy re-
search Conference, 2-5 December 2007, Auckland, New Zealand  
 
Ragusa, A.T. (2007, December).  Not all boomers can ski: Austra-
lian news media's depiction of baby boomers & “tree change”. The 
Australian Sociological Association Conference Proceedings, Auck-
land, NZ: University of Auckland 
 
Ragusa, A.T. and Crampton, A (2007, December).  Are there 
parasites in your water?  Sociology of risk & science news. The 
Australian Sociological Association Conference Proceedings, Auck-
land, NZ: University of Auckland 
 
Prober, S.P. Thiele, K. & Lunt, I.D. (2007). Effects of fire frequency 
on composition and diversity of temperate grassy woodlands: a 12 
year study. Ecological Society Australia Annual Conference, Perth, 
December 2007 
 
Sappey, J., Bone, Z., and Duncan, R.  (2007) The Aged Care In-
dustry in Regional Australia: Will it cope with the tsunami to come?. 
Proceedings of 21st Conference of the Australian and New Zealand 
Academy of Management, 4-7 December, Sydney. 
  
Sappey, J., and Bamber G. (Griffith) (2007) Changes in Universi-
ties: Consequences for Academics. Proceedings of 21st Confer-
ence of the Australian and New Zealand Academy of Management, 
4-7 December, Sydney 
 
Schultz, N., Morgan, J.W. & Lunt, I.D. (2007). Contrasting effects of 
grazing exclusion on species richness in high and low productivity 
environments. Ecological Society Australia Annual Conference, 
Perth, December 2007 
 
Skinner, A., Lunt, I.D., et al. (2007). Sugar and Spice: Manipulat-
ing soil fertility and pasture biomass to aid the establishment of 
woodland eucalypt seedlings.. Ecological Society Australia Annual 
Conference, Perth, December 2007 
 
Williams, A, (2007) Motivational Dimensions of Equestrian Sport 
Tourists. 7th International Business Research Conference, Decem-
ber 3 – 6, Sydney 
 
Whipp, R., Lunt, I.D., et al. (2007). Impacts of fire and timber har-
vesting on long-term vegetation change in a NSW Callitris-
Eucalyptus mixed-species forest, Ecological Society of Australia 
Annual Conference, Perth, December 2007 
 

CONFERENCE POSTER 
Morgan, J.W. & Lunt, I.D. (2007). Woody plants increase in a frag-
mented grassy woodland landscape. Ecological Society Australia 
Annual Conference, Perth, December 2007 
 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Ragusa, A. T. (2007).  Review of Hodgson, D. and McDonald, K. 
Pressing Questions: Explorations in sociology, 5th edition, Pearson 
Education Australia 
Bowmer, Kathleen H. Book Review  Daniel Connell Water Politics 

in the Murray-Darling Basin  Rural Society  17 (3) 

TECHNICAL REPORTS 
Stewart, H., Race, D., Curtis, A. and McDonald, S.* (2007). Social  
dimensions of plantation expansion in north east Victoria. Report 
No. 38, Institute for Land, Water and Society, Charles Sturt Univer-
sity, Albury, 171 pp 
 

NEWSLETTERS 
First newsletter published for a CSU ACIAR project on “Extension 
approaches to scaling out livestock production in northern Lao 
PDR.”. The January issue can be found at www.csu.edu.au/
research/ilws/researchers/millar.html Issues will be published every 
6 months. 
 

OTHER 
Hart,B., Bowmer.K and Gilby, P., November 2007. External Re-
view of the Australian Centre for Tropical  Freshwater Research, 
James Cook University, Townsville, 17pp 
 
Prof Kath Bowmer gave invited presentations on: 
Hydrological Consequences of Climate Change . To Nature Con-
servation Water Trust , Sydney 23 Nov 2007 
  
Projections of Water Availability  through Changes in Climate and 
Land Use . To State Water Corporation Board , Dubbo,  1 Feb 
2008  
 
Dr Joanne Millar was invited to present a paper on “Extension for 
Natural Resource Management: Changing roles, approaches, 
methods and theories” at the 2007 Australasia Pacific Extension 
Network Forum from 12-13 November 2007 at ANU in Canberra. 
The paper will form a book chapter in a forthcoming publication on 
Australasian Extension. 
 
The ERD group submitted a paper titled The Delivery of Aged Care 
Services in Central West NSW  to the NSW Government Rural and 
Regional Task Force. This paper was based on a study contacted 
by Jennifer Sappey, Zelma Bone, and Rod Duncan. 
 

RURAL SOCIETY 
Rural Society’s special issue for 2007 is “Social Capital in a Rural 
Context” Dr Dimitria Giorgas on the Wagga campus is the guest 
editor.  Dr Giorgas noted that, “Collectively, the papers in this spe-
cial edition of Rural Society signify an important contribution to cur-
rent debates on conceptual and practical applications of social capi-
tal and provide a summary and critique of research and policy is-
sues concerning rural social capital to date.”  A symposium held in 
late 2004 “Social Capital: past, present and future” laid the ground-
work for this edition and 6 of the 20 papers presented have been re 
written for this special issue. Kate Brooks examines the relevance 
of alternate interpretations of social capital (synergistic versus soci-
ety-centred) to the role of government in rural prosperity.  Two pa-
pers address social capital within a natural and land management 
context. The first by Professor Sue Kilpatrick illustrates how groups, 
when working together for a common goal, are able to develop so-
cial capital to effect change.  The other Dr Lucia Boxelaar et al. deal 
with the issue of diversity within rural communities. 
  
One of the few institutions still surviving in rural areas, the church, 
is the focus of analysis in Dr Rol Mitchell’s paper. Noelene Milliken 
et al. provide a ‘real life’ example of how social capital is produced, 
especially by Aboriginal women, and therefore make a significant 
contribution to the literature in this area.  The negative conse-
quences or ‘downside’ of social capital formation is examined by Dr 
Branka Krivokapic-skoko. Beyond the papers submitted from the 
symposium Dr Giorgas invited other experts from the field to submit 
papers these include Professor Ian Falk and Dr Kaler Surata for 
their paper on social capital in Bali and Professor Jenny Onyx, 
Melissa Edwards and Paul Bulleen who wrote on social capital and 
power. -Marion Bannister, editor, Rural Society. 
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PROFILES 
PROF MAX FINLAYSON 

 
One of the first things 
you notice about the 
new director of the In-
stitute for Land, Water 
and Society, Prof Max 
Finlayson, is the ear-
ring in his left ear, 
much more intricate 
than the usual simple 
gold sleeper. 
 
 

Obviously used to questions about the earring, Max says it is a rep-
lica of a North  Adriatic pirate captain’s earring given to him as a 
wedding gift by his wife’s best  friend who is from the North Adriatic. 
As he explains he doesn’t know how to remove the earring because 
of way its clip works, you sense Max likes the slightly roguish look it 
gives him and sees it is a symbol of how he likes to live life. 
 
“I like a glass of cold beer on a hot day and class of red wine on a 
cold day and sometimes in between!” says Max who joined Charles 
Sturt University at the beginning of December last year as its  Pro-
fessor of Ecology and Biodiversity and director of the Institute. 
Indeed when he talks about, as child, playing at what is now the old 
whaling station at Albany in south-west Western Australia and his 
love of stories about romantic rogues like Robin Hood and pirate 
captains, explorers, and the remote places around the world and in 
Australia where he has worked, the earring is most apt. 
 
Max’s current appointment is his first position with a University and 
the first time he has lived in the Albury/Wodonga region. It comes 
(he will be 54 years of age in March) at a time of his life where he 
hopes to draw on what he has learnt and bring an Institute focus to 
major global issues such as adapting to climate from a social and 
ecological perspective; the benefits and problems of biofuels; and 
the effects of environmental health on human health and agriculture 
vice versa. 
 
Max was born at Mt Barker in WA and grew up at Albany where he 
played Australian football and soccer and explored the bush and 
swamps from a home built on an in filled rubbish tip. His mother 
came from a small mixed farm and his father was a slaughterman/
labourer. Even though he had no academic ambition and “at the 
time didn’t even know where the one university in WA was located” 
after graduating from Albany Senior High School with good marks 
he was pushed to go to university by his teachers and into science. 
He first did a teachers’ trainer course but decided he did not want to 
teach kids who did not want to learn, or work for an education de-
partment that was out of balance with education. 
 
“I chose ecological science though at the time there were no spe-
cific ecology courses because I liked being in the bush, the swamps 
and the (degraded) land that surrounded our little towns and real-
ised the extent of the damage and losses,” says Max who was ac-
cused of being a ‘greenie’ by his farming cousins. “I didn’t even 
know what a ‘greenie’ was. However I did have long hair, a beard 
and eventually four earrings.” 
 
Max, who started a combined Botany and Zoology course at the 
University of Western Australia but settled on botany, went on to do 
his Honors in aquatic ecology and chemistry looking at nitrogen 
cycling in the lakes around Perth. For his PhD studies Max went to 
James Cook University at Townsville for a project looking at water 
pollution and aquatic weeds (salvinia) in the artificial lakes created 
down stream of the mines at Mt Isa, with ILWS adjunct Prof David 
Mitchel, one of the examiners of his thesis. 
 
“There I learnt about people in mining communities,” says Max. “I 
enjoyed the solitude of the harsh environment of north west Queen-

sland; and the beer was always plentiful and cold out there.” 
 
In 1980 he went to work with David at CSIRO Irrigation Research at 
Griffith on aquatic weed control and using water plants to treat 
waste water for three years before he was “lured back to the trop-
ics, the heat and a really cold beer”.  From 1983 to 1989 Max 
worked for the Office of the Supervising Scientist in the Alligator 
Rivers Region (a Federal department set up when uranium mining 
came into the region) at Kakadu researching the effects of uranium 
mining on the floodplain environment.  
 
“We were pretty responsible and keen, but often seen as cowboys 
in airboats,” recalls Max. “Airboats were exhilarating – a craft where 
to have maximum control you need maximum speed; not for every-
one. We were out on the floodplains, no mobile phones, no GPS, 
shirts off in the sun, enjoying the beauty and the beasts – the crocs, 
mossies and leeches. We started from scratch, needing to do the 
basic ecology and taxonomy to get to the applied issues.” 
 
Max says he then got bored of science as he felt it wasn’t contribut-
ing to the key management decisions. “So I fled to England to work 
for an NGO, the International Waterbird and Wetland Research 
Bureau, based at Slimbridge in Gloucester, set up by the late natu-
ralist Sir Peter Scott (son of Scott of the Antarctica).” That three 
year stint saw Max working on wetlands conservation projects and 
capacity building in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, Eastern Af-
rica and the Mediterranean. 
 
“It was at the time in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union when 
the communist system collapsed with pros and cons for conserva-
tion and huge social dislocation,” says Max. “We were working with 
people and the environment.” One of the large projects was a con-
servation plan for the Volga delta at the top of the Caspian Sea in 
Russia. “We were some of the first westerners into those areas for 
many, many decades and came across classic sectorial manage-
ment silos with a peculiar Russian sense of humor and stubborn-
ness,” says Max. “There was no beer available, just vodka and 
Georgian cognac.” 
 
The work in Eastern Africa was mostly in training but in South Africa 
his work involved arguing against the expansion of mineral sands 
mining into the St Lucia Nature Reserve. In 1993, tired of living in 
“foggy, cold England” Max returned to Kakadu and a research/
managerial job with the Office of the Supervising Scientist that re-
sulted in the establishment of a major tropical wetland research and 
conservation program with significant international links. The pro-
gram looked at broader issues across tropical Australia than just 
the effects of mining and influenced policy making for wetland man-
agement. 
 
“The work involved dealing with local Indigenous and grazing com-
munities,” says Max. “It was something I enjoyed very much and 
where earrings were not the issue they were in some stuffy bureau-
cratic office elsewhere! “ In 2000 Max left Kakadu to become the 
director of the program which had evolved to become the Environ-
mental Research Institute of the Supervising Scientist. After five 
years in administrative management, he left again, jaded by the 
“incipiently creeping bureaucracy” to take up a position as a princi-
pal researcher (ecology) with the International Water Management 
Institute at Colombo in Sri Lanka to mentor younger researchers in 
Asia and Africa in the ecological aspects of water management in 
an agricultural environment; to represent the Institute in the interna-
tional environmental arena; to develop a global wetland inventory 
and assessment program; and “to enjoy myself, which was actually 
in my terms of reference.” 
 
His research work included major projects on people’s livelihoods 
and agriculture and wetlands, across eight different countries in 
southern Africa. “Australia has a stable Government with good insti-
tutions and a good science base,” says Max. “However when you 
have to work in other countries a lot of these things don’t exist and 
you have to have different working methods that relate to the local 
people, the local problems and local opportunities. Just having 
more knowledge and thinking you have the answer isn’t good 
enough.  



“You need to know how to work within the local systems and learn 
from that.”  Max says he decided to return to Australia late last year 
and take up his current role because (a) he wanted to live in south-
ern Australia again after a 25 year absence and (b) wanted to work 
on the social and ecological problems in agricultural landscapes. 
“Where better than the Murray Darling Basin with its agro-
environment problems, research infrastructure and complex social 
history?” says Max. 
 
 Max, who has a high international profile as a wetland ecologist, is 
the past chair of the Ramsar Wetland Convention’s Scientific and 
Technical Review Panel with an emphasis on inventory and as-
sessment, local community and management, invasive species, 
wetlands and human health, and wetlands and agriculture. From 
2001 to 2007 he was president of Wetland International’s Supervi-
sory Council at a time when the organisation needed rebuilding and 
reorienting, and accountable management. At a more local level, in 
the late 90s and early 2000s he was an independent scientist on 
the Macquarie Cudgegong River Management Committee in NSW. 
“I think coming from the NT I was seen as sufficiently neutral by 
most of the protagonists,” says Max. 
 
Over the past years Max has been involved in several major global 
assessments looking at the interactions between people, ecology 
and water – the Third Assessment Report for the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 
the Comprehensive Assessment of Water Management in Agricul-
ture, and the fourth Global Environment Outlook. He has relin-
quished many international roles, but late last year, was appointed 
as one of five members of  the scientific advisory council to the Bio-
logical Station Tour du Valat in The Camargue, France, an inde-
pendent research and training institution; “and one that still stops 
for the traditional Mediterranean lunches”. 
 
He says his goals include: 
• working with scientists and communities to assess and de-

velop opportunities for landscape management including 
agriculture which is critical to Australia’s economy and its 
social structure, 

• sharing the knowledge he has gained from working over-
seas and in northern Australia, in particular with Indigenous 
people and resource development, and in turn, learning 
about more issues from local people and, 

• working with others to further develop the expertise of the 
individual components of ILWS as a basis for integrated 
research into our complex and over-stretched social and 
ecological systems, with a view to having greater impact 
from research. 

 
*Max has returned to Australia with his wife Mariagrazia Bellio, 
also an ecologist, who is completing her PhD on water manage-
ment and waterbird interactions in the Bundula National Park in Sri 
Lanka; an area where agriculture (rice) water management rubs 
against conservation and coastal fishery. 
 

DISCIPLINE GROUP NEWS 
 
In 2005, the University’s decided to establish ILWS incorporating 
the Centre for Rural Social Research (CRSR) and the Johnstone 
Centre for Research in Natural Resources and Society.  
 
As of the end of 2007, both centres have been fully incorporated 
within ILWS. Members of the former CRSR are now in the Insti-
tute’s Rural Social Research Discipline Group, and former Johns-
tone Centre members in the Institute’s Ecology and Biodiversity or 
the Human Dimensions of Environmental Management groups. 
  
The Institute has affirmed its continued support for the journal Rural 
Society and the Rural Social Research PhD student workshops. 
The group has also discussed ways of building on CRSR traditions 
to further the members’ shared interest in research which confronts 
the challenges facing rural Australia. 

Marg Alston has stepped down from her leadership role of CRSR 
and Ian Gray has accepted the role of discipline group leader. The 
Institute thanks Marg for the many years of leadership she has 
given this important discipline area. 
 

ECONOMICS & REGIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT 
 
ERD WRITING RETREAT 
The Economic and Regional Development group hosted a writing 
retreat at Millamolong Station on the 10-12 December. This retreat 
was attended by 10 members of the ERD group. The out of office 
environment gave those attending the opportunity to prepare jour-
nal articles for submission with the support of colleagues and ex-
perienced writers. Everyone who attended this year found the re-
treat very productive with enough time to enjoy a few games of ten-
nis and some light after dinner trivial pursuit. A highlight of the re-
treat was the opportunity to become better acquainted with mem-
bers of the group during the free time and meals together. Due to 
the retreat’s success the ERD group plan to run two retreats in the 
next year with the hope that more people will be able to attend.  
 

HUMAN DIMENSIONS OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL MANAGEMENT 
Recent activity has focused around individual research plan devel-
opment and strategic planning for the broader group. The group 
developed a template to assist members in the development of 
individual research plans, and held a lunchtime workshop to help 
work through this process.  In late January the group held a strate-
gic planning day, organised with the purpose of enhancing the qual-
ity and quantity of individual research of HRDG members, and ex-
ploring the potential to strengthen the research capacity and culture 
of the HR group.The day was held out at the Lake Hume Resort – a 
very amenable location – and facilitated by The Regional Develop-
ment Company (Sue Benedyka).  Thirteen members attended – a 
good mix of staff and post-graduate students.  Robyn Watts, Asso-
ciate Director of ILWS attended for lunch and gave a brief presenta-
tion on the Institute’s vision. The day explored three broad areas: 
Where are we now? ‘what do we want to achieve? and Defining the 
group’s goals. Overall, the day was considered a success by the 
Human Dimensions group, and we thought it particularly useful to 
have someone from outside the group and with considerable skill 
and expertise in facilitation to lead us through the thinking process. 
The HDRG has been re-enervated by the process, and with Jo Mil-
lar back at the helm, aided by Catherine Allan and Rosemary Black 
in their roles as Research Fellows the year promises to be a good 
one! 
 

COMMUNICATIONS, ARTS AND EDUCA-
TION  
A meeting of the 
CAE group was 
held on December 
11 in Wagga and 
attended by about 
10 members of 
the group along 
with new Director 
Max Finlayson. 
ILWS Advisory 
Board member 
Vic Keighery who 
is also the CEO of 
Community Cul-
tural Development 

NSW travelled from Sydney to provide advice. Up for discussion 
were ideas for new collaborative projects and an update on the 
Boorowa project being conducted in collaboration with Lachlan 
CMA at Boorowa’s St Joseph’s School. Further information about 
the group is available on its new webpage at http://
www.csu.edu.au/research/ilws/research/caeindex.htm.  
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CONFERENCES, SEMINARS & 
WORKSHOPS 
 
PUB CHAT 
A “pub chat” organised by the Wagga Wagga Civic Trust on No-
vember 9 last year at the Union Hotel in Wagga focussed on the 
initiatives being taken by two of the region’s major employers, 
Charles Sturt University and Cargill Beef Australia, in regard to en-
vironmental sustainability. “This was a timely event as national fo-
cus turns to climate change and shows local employers and com-
munity members taking action for our environment,” said Institute 
member Dr Angela Ragusa who is also president of the Trust. 
 
The environmental panel (Nick Canu from Cargill’s, a US-based 
corporation with feedlots  in Wagga and Tamworth, and Adrian 
Lindner from CSU) was hosted by former City Council environ-
mental officer and founding leader of the Civic Trust, Dick Green. 
Mr  Canu told the audience of community members, small business 
representatives, and Trust members that his company used 2 mil-
lion litres of freshwater daily and shipped 2,000,000 kg of meat 
daily (68% of products to overseas). 
  
He said Cargill had voluntarily embraced Kyoto protocol bench-
marks to offset most of its “ecological footprint”.  A hundred per cent 
of water used is recycled and biological waste (meat by-products) 
are sent off to be turned into cosmetics, pet food and fertilizer. He 
said  Cargill’s main waste was plastic because it couldn’t be recy-
cled. In response to a question from Jan Roberts from Climate Re-
sponse of Wagga about the global need to reduce beef products Mr 
Canu said Cargill did not promote excessive beef consumption and 
the industry was expanding to produce bio-plastics and ethanol.  
 
Following a UN objective to "meet the needs of the present without 
compromising the needs of the future” CSU’s Adrian Lindner dem-
onstrated the university’s sustainability leadership for inland Austra-
lia. CSU is already adopting recycling, energy-saving plans, satellite 
controlled irrigation, native revegetation, composting and carpooling 
across its five campuses.  Noting "as a good corporate citizen, it 
must practice what it preaches" Mr Lindner set the ground for chal-
lenges. Attendees listed a number of ways CSU could do better, 
such as replacing energy inefficient buildings, and having policies 
and staff effort equal students’ effort to be green. For example, stu-
dents participating in the Carbon Cops challenge to register the 
least amount of metered energy in student dwellings asked  “why 
bother?” when empty office buildings at the University were lit up all 
night. Reducing the size of CSU’s vehicles (cars and buses) and 
improving bike paths also were noted. 
 
Dr Ragusa said the three "hot issues" which arose from the evening 
were that: 
• local small business wanted a phone number they could call 

or an environmental office they could go to for an 
"environmental audit” 

• Cargill and CSU showed environmental sustainability was 
not philanthropic but added to business profitability  

• despite organisational change, the biggest challenge to be-
coming environmentally sustainable was changing people’s 
attitudes. 

 
MEDIA TRAINING WORKSHOPS 
A media training workshop for early career researchers and PhD 
students was held in Wagga in November last year. A highlight was 
the mock television interviews which were critiqued by the group to 
provide feedback and advice on interview techniques. More work-
shops are planned at Thurgoona and Bathurst in April this year. 
Inquiries to Kate Roberts at kroberts@csu.edu.au 
 
WATER MANAGEMENT 
Catherine Allan presented a paper at the International Conference 
on adaptive and integrated water management (CAIWA ), which 
was held in Basel, Switzerland, in November 2007. This conference 

was associated with the multi-nation NeWater project, and was 
directly supported by the European Parliament. 
E-CREW 2007 
The ERD group hosted E-CReW the Environmental and Resource 
Economics Early Career Researcher Workshop in Bathurst from the 
12-13 November. E-CReW 2007 was a great success attracting 65 
participants and mentors from 7 countries, and $36,500 worth of 
sponsorship. Mentors attending this year’s E-CReW included Prof 
Michael Hanemann (University of California) head of the California 
Climate Change Centre, Prof Laura Taylor (University of North 
Carolina), Prof John Rolf (CQU), Prof Allan Curtis (CSU), Dr David 
Godden (DECC), and Dr Don Gunsekera (ABARE). Participants 
commented that they enjoyed the casual setting in which they 
where able to receive feedback on their research from leaders in 
the flied. The continued success of E-CReW has ensured that it will 
be run again in the coming years. 
 
THE ECONOMICS OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
Prof Mark Morrison attended meetings with the Australian Agricul-
tural and Resource Economics Society (AARES) and the Depart-
ment of Environment and Heritage with Prof Michael Hanemann 
(University of California, Berkeley) in Canberra on the 14 of Novem-
ber.   At the AARES meeting Prof Hanemann presented on “The 
Economics of Climate Change”, which was attended by over 100 
people.  After the AARES presentation, Prof Hanemann and Prof 
Morrison went to meet with the Secretary and two Deputy Secretar-
ies of the Department of Environment and Heritage, including the 
head of the Australian Greenhouse Office.  At this meeting Profes-
sor Hanemann described initiatives in California and the US aimed 
at reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions and their potential applica-
bility to Australia. 
 
BENEFIT TRANSFER, PAST PRESENT AND FU-
TURE  
Prof Mark Morrison presented at the ANU Environmental Econom-
ics CERF Hub in Canberra on the 22nd of November on “Benefit 
Transfer, Past Present and Future”. The workshop was jointly or-
ganised by the CERF hub and the NSW Department of Environ-
ment ane Climate Change. 
 
TRUST IN BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS RELATION-
SHIPS 
The ERD group ran a workshop on Tuesday 27 November to show-
case the results from David Dowell’s Doctoral thesis which focused 
on the development of trust in business-to-business relationships 
and its effect on firm performance. Prof Louise Young (UTS) also 
presented ‘Two decades of trust research’ at this workshop. The 
workshop attracted 67 attendees from the Bathurst region, includ-
ing over 40 representatives from Bathurst businesses. The work-
shop was a good opportunity for those in the community to hear 
research conducted by the university into business in their region. 
 
7TH INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS RESEARCH CON-
FERENCE 
Ian Coghlan presented an exploratory paper on titled ‘Market Moti-
vations for the Purchase of Livestock – Are They Utilitarian or He-
donic’ at 7th International Business Research Conference from 3-5 
of December 2007 at the University of Technology, Sydney.  The 
paper was co-authored with Ian Harriss from the School of Busi-
ness and Information Technology and is a precursor to undertaking 
the quantitative component of his study on the motivations for pur-
chasing livestock as inputs to farm businesses.  At the same con-
ference Andrea Williams presented a paper titled ‘Motivational Di-
mensions of Equestrian Sports Tourists.’ 
 
TIRKANDI INABURRA CULTURAL AND EDUCA-
TIONAL - RESEARCH WORKSHOP   
In late January Elizabeth Moore, Co-investigator of this research 
consortium funded by the NSW Attorney-General's Depart-
ment, convened a workshop in preparation for the final phase of the 
evaluation of this important Coleambally strengths based pro-
gramme for Aboriginal boys drawn from the surrounding Binaal Billa 
region.   
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Attending were the Manager of Tirkandi Inaburra and the co-
Investigator from the UNSW Social Policy Research Centre.  At the 
workshop Tirkandi Inaburra staff members assisted to pre-
pare follow up interviewers, who will interview boys and their fami-
lies. The follow up data will provide information about the re-
integration of the boys into their home communities that that could 
inform programme development. 
 
COMING UP  
 
AGEING WORKSHOP 
A workshop will be run in February 2008 to disseminate the findings 
of the pilot study “Mapping the Aged Care Industry and Aged Is-
sues in the Bathurst Region” to those who participated in the study 
and other interested member of the community.  20 interviews with 
aged service providers and 4 focus groups have been conducted to 
map the way in which public and private agencies are responding, 
through a range of policy and program initiatives, to provide age- 
friendly infrastructure and services for older citizens in the area. 
Half day workshops will be run in Bathurst and Blayney in which the 
results and implications of the study will be discussed. For more 
information or to attend a workshop people contact Jennifer Sappey 
at jsappey@csu.edu.au 
 
PEAK OIL WORKSHOP 
ILWS and the E.H. Graham Centre for Agricultural Innovation will 
convene a workshop on the research implications of diminishing 
international supplies of petroleum and the possibilities for biofuels 
industries in rural Australia. The aim of the workshop is to share 
understanding of the ‘peak oil’ issue, work out the most important 
implications of oil depletion and substitution, and propose ways in 
which research can tackle related problems. The workshop will be 
held in the Graham Centre Conference Room in Wagga Wagga on 
Thursday, 13 March 2008. Speakers will include Professor Julian 
Hine, professor of transport at the University of Ulster, Professor 
Peter Sinclair, environmental sociologist and oil industry analyst at 
Memorial University of Newfoundland, and a biofuel researcher 
from CSIRO. Discussion leaders will include CSU’s Prof Margaret 
Alston and A/Prof Ian Gray and Prof Deidre Lemerle, Graham Cen-
tre. Contact Kate Roberts  on 02609 332 680  or 
kroberts@csu.edu.au  to RSVP or for more information. 
  
WATER AND GENDER WORKSHOP 
 A workshop will be held to work on articles for the 'water and gen-
der' edition of "Rural Society” on Thursday 20 March, 2008 at 
Wagga. Prof Kath Bowmer is the guest editor of the special edition. 
All authors or prospective authors are invited to attend to present 
the elements of their paper and receive feedback from a panel, and 
other participants. Contact Kate Roberts or visit http://rsj.e-
contentmanagement.com/archives/vol/18/issue/3/call/ for more in-
formation. 
 
BAT CONFERENCE 
The 13th Australian Bat Society Conference will be held from 26-
28 March 2008 (the week after Easter) at CSU’s Thurgoona cam-
pus. More information and registration forms are available from 
http://abs.ausbats.org.au/ or contact Craig Grabham 
Craig.Grabham@ghd.com.au 
 
FORESTRY CONFERENCE 
ILWS is a key supporter of the Australian Forest Growers Biennial 
Conference which will be held from 19 – 22 October 2008 at the 
Albury Convention Centre. The conference is themed “Forestry for 
a better future: climate, commerce and communities” and will in-
clude a full-day field trip. See more information at www.afg.asn.au. 
Dr Digby Race is convening the conference and supported by a 
committee of including PhD student Hugh Stewart, ILWS confer-
ence and events coordinator Kate Roberts, along with a diverse 
group of forest agency and company staff, and private growers. 

OVERSEAS TRIPS 
Adjunct Professor John Mullen spent from December 1 – 10 in 
the Philippines working on two projects funded by ACIAR.  

The first of these projects is a large R&D project in fruit and vegeta-
bles in the Philippines (HORT/2007/066  Enhanced profitability of 
selected vegetable value chains in the Southern Philippines & 
HORT/20076/067 Improved domestic profitability and export com-
petitiveness of selected fruit value chains in the Southern Philip-
pines) which ACIAR hope to implement by April 2008. NSW DPI is 
a key partner in this project with research interests in soil manage-
ment and crop protection both in NSW and the Philippines. Consis-
tent with such a large project, there will be a program of economics 
research undertaken by DPI economists to evaluate the benefits of 
these new technologies to farmers in NSW and the Philippines and 
to identify constraints that might impede adoption of the technolo-
gies. The purpose of this visit was to identify collaborators in the 
Philippines for this economics research project and to plan the di-
rection of the research. The second project is an ACIAR consul-
tancy to conduct impact assessments of three areas of research 
funded ACIAR in the Philippines including endoparasite control in 
goats, grain pesticides technologies and grain drying technologies. 
 
Dr Joanne Millar recently completed her SSP which was aimed at 
enhancing her knowledge and application of environmental man-
agement issues, writing up results of research conducted in South 
East Asia and consolidating international research partnerships.  Dr 
Millar initially spent two months at the Centre for Environment and 
Society (CES) at the University of Essex in Colchester, UK where 
she studied agri-environmental policies and programs in the UK 
and Europe. Of particular interest to Dr Millar was the effectiveness 
of agri-environmental stewardship schemes in achieving environ-
mental and social outcomes.  A report will be released in 2008 com-
paring the relationship between demographic change, multifunc-
tional agriculture and agri-environmental stewardship schemes in 
Australia and the UK, with lessons for future management of rural 
landscapes. An exchange program for Masters students undertak-
ing Environmental Studies at CSU and UE is being investigated. Dr 
Millar also spent 4 weeks in Laos where she is leading a new re-
search project aimed at evaluating extension approaches to scaling 
out livestock production in upland areas. Dr Millar presented the 
project activities and plans to a workshop held by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry in Vientiane. A journal paper reviewing 
current issues in relation to livestock development and poverty alle-
viation is to be published in the next issue of the International Jour-
nal of Agricultural Sustainability (Volume 6, issue 1). Back in Aus-

tralia, Dr Millar was invited to 
contribute to a forthcoming 
book on “Enabling the Sus-
tainable Management of Natu-
ral Resources and Agricultural 
Production: The Role of Ex-
tension" to be published by 
the Australasia Pacific Exten-
sion Network (APEN). 
 
Dr Joanne Millar with farmer, 
Stephen Gordon, an organic 
vegetable grower in the environ-

mental stewardship program in the UK. 
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WOMEN IN RESEARCH 
The Albury/Thurgoona Women in Research group expanded 
in October and November and welcomed new members from the 
School of Education, School of Community Health and School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences.  Meetings have featured different 
members talking about their experiences as women in research, 
sparking discussion about the different pathways and challenges 

women in the group have en-
countered.  It's not all work 
and no play, however.  Ten 
members met at Noreuil Park 
in November to socialise over 
pizza-making and baking at 
the Albury Community Wood-
Fired Oven.  
 (L to R) Robyn Whipp, Kelly 
Marsh, Elisa Tack,  & Alison Mat-
thews. 



AWARDS & APPOINTMENTS 
 
Congratulations to A/Prof David Watson, A/Prof Ian Lunt, A/Prof Gary Luck, Dr 
David Roshier and Dr Peter Spooner who  have won the 2007 Vice-Chancellor's 
Team Award for Research Excellence. This team of researcher led by A/Prof Wat-
son from the Ecology and Biodiversity Group of the Institute for Land, Water and 
Society represents the ecologists studying drivers of biodiversity change in produc-
tion landscapes.   
 
Kevin Parton has finished his term as Head of the School of Rural Management 
and is taking on a new role as Strategic Professor. In this role he will supervise re-
search higher degree students, teach in the School of Marketing and Management, 
mentor ERD researchers, and continue as Head of the Orange Campus.  
 
Jennie Meiklejohn finishes her work at the end of February, after a year working in 
roles across the Institute. Jennie coordinated the editorial process of the conference 
proceedings of the 5th Australian Stream Management held last May, bringing to-
gether 100 papers from authors across the globe. Recently she has worked as the 
Rural Social Research group’s coordinator. Thanks to Jennie for her patience and 
hard work. Support for all staff on the Wagga campus (including staff of Rural Social 
Research) is available from the Thurgoona Campus 
 
Dr Angela T Ragusa has been appointed an editorial board member for two US-
based journals, The Open Sociology Journal and The Open Communication Journal 
beginning January 2008. 
 
Prof Kath Bowmer has an Honorary Fellowship re-appointment to CSIRO Land 
and Water  from January 2008. 

 
GRANTS 
 
A/Prof. Ian Lunt and Dr Suzanne Prober (ex-ILWS, now CSIRO) received $112,000 
from the NSW Environmental Trust Research Grant Scheme for a new 3 year pro-
ject to develop ‘integrated strategies for restoring grassy woodlands’. The fund-
ing adds to a $85,600 contribution to the project from the Murray CMA.  
 
Identification of hydrological and habitat requirements to maintain viable 
Southern Bell Frog (Litoria raniformis) populations in Yanga National Park 
(Phase 1). Department of Environment and Climate Change. Dr Skye Wassens 
(chief investigator) and A/Prof Robyn Watts (2007/2008) $28,000 
 
Dr Joanne Millar is collaborating in a University of Sydney ACIAR (nationally com-
petitive) research project titled “Livestock movement and managing disease in 
Eastern Indonesia and Eastern Australia” from Nov 2007 to Sept 2011.  The aim 
of the project is to assess the risk of disease transmission from movements of poul-
try in Bali and Lombok (Avian Flu) and pigs across the islands around West Timor 
(Classical Swine Fever). $36, 800 has been provided  for Dr Millar to provide social 
science expertise to a team of veterinary scientists, economists and market analysts 
from Australia and Indonesia over the four years. 
 
O’Meara, P. Townsend, R. & Hamilton, L. Expanded Decision Making in Para-
medicine: experience, impact and implications. CSU Competitive Grant. 2007-
$13,000. 
 
CSU Research Infrastructure Block Grant awarded to A/Prof Robyn Watts and the 
aquatic research group of ILWS for a Marsh McBirney portable flowmeter with 
electromagnetic velocity sensor ($8000) 
 
Review of environmental outcomes of flushing flows. National Water Commis-
sion, A/Prof Robyn Watts (Team Leader), Dr Catherine Allan, Prof Kathleen Bow-
mer, Prof Allan Curtis, A/Prof Ken Page, Dr Darren Ryder, Dr Andrea Wilson 
(2007/8) $75,000 
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