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Palpation of genitalia 
Palpation and Examination of the Reproductive tract of Bulls. 

Recommended Instructor to student ratio 1:<35 

Objective 
To assess genitalia of bulls for abnormalities and to measure scrotal circumference. 

Alternatives to animal use 
Abattoir specimens and anatomy texts are useful for preliminary instruction. Techniques may be demonstrated via lectures or on video 
prior to examination of the bull. 

Details of procedure 
Bulls should be restrained to prevent injury to the operator and the bull. This usually requires a crush with a head bail and a rear 
restraining device. 

The operator approaches the bull from the rear. The testes are drawn down into the scrotum and the structures palpated without using 
excessive pressure. Assessment of the size, consistency and tone of the testes should be recorded. Scrotal circumference 
measurement should be made with a metal tape at the widest circumference of the testes. The scrotum, spermatic cord, and 
epididymes should be assessed visually and by palpation. The length of the sheath should be palpated for abnormalities and the 
prepuce examined. The penis should be palpated via the sheath, and visually assessed if/when it protrudes from the prepuce. 
The bull will respond if uncomfortable. 
Internal organs may be examined by palpation per rectum. 

The sheath and umbilicus should initially be visually examined from the side of the crush. 

The sheath, umbilicus and penis within the sheath should then be palpated for any abnormalities ensuring the operator stands on the 
side and towards the shoulder of the bull for safety reasons. 

Drugs, chemicals, or biological agents 
None required 

Impact of procedure on the wellbeing of animal(s) 
The procedure is usually well tolerated. 

Reuse and repeated use 
The procedure may be repeated if the bull will tolerate it. 
Repeat external genitalia examination is restricted primarily by the demeanour and temperament of the bull. 

Trans-rectal examination should not occur on more than 6 occasions in any one day. Similar restrictions as apply to cow trans rectal 
examination- See appropriate SOP. 

Care of animal(s) during/after procedure 
Observation 

Pain relief measures 
None required. 



 
Qualifications, experience or training necessary to perform this procedure 
Demonstrator - sound experience with this procedure. 
Students - understanding of the anatomy of the genital tract of the bull and experience with the restraint of bulls. 
 
Relevant Links 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/animal-welfare/general 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/animal-welfare/general
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