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Collaborative Science: Research Results 
• 50+ open-access, peer-

reviewed studies published 
since 2017 

• Most studies authored by 
Cambodian scientists 

• Most studies involved 
Cambodian students as part 
of their degree

• Many studies involved 
community participation 



2023 Scientific Reports



Evaluating transboundary 
migration of species

• Examine fish migration 
patterns in the Mekong River 
and important tributaries in 
the 3S Basin

• Formed a Telemetry Working 
Group to facilitate 
transboundary collaboration 
and data sharing across 
Cambodia and Laos PDR

• Tag fish with acoustic 
transmitters and detected at 
acoustic receiver arrays 
located throughout the study 
area

• Capacity building and training 
components to promote  
future use of telemetry 
infrastructure 



41% loss of forests since 1998 in the lower Mekong river basin with a major 
loss of flood forest and conversion to crops in the Tonle Sap Lake Basin

2020 Water















University Partnerships and the Center Center of Excellence on 
Fisheries and Aquatic Science for Sustainability (CEFASS) 



Ms. Chea Seila
2018 Mekong Conservation Hero

• NexGen Fellow
• International Visitor 

Leadership Program 
Participant 

• PhD Candidate
• Expert on Mekong issues 
• Leader of Endangered Fish 

Program
• Community Outreach 
• IVLP Impact Award Recipient  



Wonders of the Mekong Communications Products

Goal: Increase the public and government’s awareness of the Mekong River, its ecosystems, and biodiversity 









Wonders of the Mekong: Conservation and Policy Impacts 

• Increased enforcement of fishing regulations, actions against land grabbing, 
reiteration of commitment not to build mainstream dams on the Mekong.

• Development of a program to recognize fishermen who release endangered 
fish, increased community participation in science and conservation.

•
Statement to communities Stung Treng section of the Mekong would not be 
developed for hydropower.

• The PM and other government minsters shared posts and commented on 
Wonders of the Mekong social media multiple times.

• Through social media, local communities now raise concerns about 
enforcement issues and the government has been responsive, holding press 
conferences and meeting with communities to resolve issues.

• The Cambodian and Cambodian media regularly use Wonders of the Mekong 
as a source of scientific information and unbiased environmental stories.





Wonders of the Mekong: Science and Conservation Surprises

2022 - World’s Largest Freshwater 
Fish

2022 - Rediscovery of presumed 
extinct fish 

2022 - New Species 

2023 - Most reports of Mekong 
giant catfish ever

Increasing fish catches 2020-2023

Growing awareness and pride 
about Mekong River 
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