The Ethics of Voluntary Assisted Dying: Promoting Constructive Debate

The Australian Research Council has awarded Professor Stephen Clarke; Professor Julian
Savulescu; Professor Jeanette Kennett; and Dr Xavier Symons $553,139.00 to undertake
Discovery Project DP240102614: The Ethics of VVoluntary Assisted Dying: Promoting
Constructive Debate. The Project Commenced on 1 July 2024.

Details of project outcomes will be posted on this webpage as they emerge.

Project Summary

This project aims to analyze core concepts that play key roles in emerging debates about the
ethics of Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) in Australia. The project expects to make
constructive contributions to these debates, promoting respectful dialogue and reducing
polarization. Expected outcomes include a new model for managing VAD in Australia which is
ethically appropriate and consistent with community values. This model will also benefit other
countries where the ethics of VAD is under consideration. The project will promote the dignity
and autonomy of all and ensure that issues about the conscientious refusal of healthcare
professionals to participate in the provision of VAD are handled in an ethically appropriate and
effective manner.

Project Participants:

Steve Clarke is Professor of Philosophy in the School of Social Work and Arts, at Charles Sturt
University, and a Research Associate of the Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics. He is
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