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Implementing Assessment  
and Moderation: 
The example of BIO327 
 

Special thanks to Alain Bain and Alison Mathews 
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The AQF 

Constructive  
Alignment 

Authentic 
Assessment 

Rubric 

Key Considerations 
 
 

  
   
  

 
  
  

The AQF sequence of 
•  Knowledge 
•  Skills 
•  Application of Knowledge and Skills 
 
Constructive Alignment 
•  Nested System 
•  Creates “Echoes” from the Course down  
 
Authentic Assessment 
•  Task focused 
•  Real-life rather than contrived 
 
Rubric 
•  Transparent assessment 
•  Challenging and exciting 
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Considering the AQF  
BIO327 Outcomes (before) 

•  be able to apply appropriate scientific methods to the study of wildlife ecology and the development 
of management strategies; 

•  be able to relate the evolution of Australian wildlife to contemporary ecology and management; 
•  be able to identify the most important ecological principles that relate to wildlife and how these must 

be considered in applying management; 
•  be able to explain the dynamics of several Australian wildlife populations and the factors affecting 

their distribution and abundance; 
•  be able to describe the importance of habitat management to wildlife; 
•  be able to explain the theoretical and practical aspects of wildlife control and sustainable use; 
•  be able to apply the most appropriate wildlife survey techniques for a given taxon under certain 

conditions, and understand the advantages and disadvantages of the available techniques; 
•  be able to demonstrate knowledge of the theoretical and practical aspects of threatened species 

management; and 
•  be able to apply adaptive management principles to wildlife management problems. 
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Considering the AQF (BIO327 after) 
•  have an in-depth understanding of the key concepts and principles of wildlife 

ecology and management  
•  have a critical understanding of  

–  the factors influencing wildlife distribution and abundance  
–  wildlife population dynamics and modelling  
–  the theoretical aspects of threatened species management, wildlife control, and 

sustainable use of wildlife  
•  have specialised skills in the design and implementation of wildlife surveys  
•  be able to apply appropriate scientific methods to the study of wildlife ecology 

and management  
 
•  be able to exercise critical thinking and sound judgement to develop wildlife 

management strategies for the control, sustainable use, or recovery of a 
species  
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Constructive alignment 
•  have an in-depth understanding of the key concepts and principles of wildlife ecology and 

management  
•  have a critical understanding of  

–  the factors influencing wildlife distribution and abundance  
–  wildlife population dynamics and modelling  
–  the theoretical aspects of threatened species management, wildlife control, and sustainable use of 

wildlife  
 

•  have specialised skills in the design and  
implementation of wildlife surveys  

•  be able to apply appropriate scientific methods to the  
study of wildlife ecology and management  

•  be able to exercise critical thinking and sound  
judgement to develop wildlife management strategies  
for the control, sustainable use, or recovery of a species  

 

Lets pull out 
these outcomes 

for the first 
assessment 
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Constructive Alignment/Authentic 
Assessment 

•  From 
You are to develop a management plan for a native Australian wildlife species of your choosing. 

You will be expected to read and cite studies about the species published in scientific journals 
as well as other sources 

•  To: 
You are to prepare a briefing paper on the management status of a native or introduced wildlife 

species in Australia. This could be a threatened species, a problem (e.g. overabundant) native 
species, or an introduced pest. Make sure you pick a species for which there is enough 
information for you to complete each component of the assignment. 

 
Constructive alignment- The “rationale” section in the assignment now outline explains that 

this task is connected to the first two learning outcomes 
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Authentic Assessment 
 A briefing paper provides a summary of facts about a particular issue, and typically includes a suggested course of action. Briefing 
papers may be prepared for ministers, executives, or chairs of boards, and as such, should be written in easily understood 
language. There are a number of sections to the briefing paper. Use the information provided to guide you in developing the paper. The 
briefing should have the following headings: Issue, Background, Current Position, Recommendations.  

Issue 
•  Provide a single sentence statement of the management issue you have identified for your chosen species (i.e. the topic of this 

briefing paper).  
Background 

•  In this assignment, you will provide background knowledge on the ecology of the species, and details of its threats (for threatened 
species) or problems it is causing (for pest species). You will be expected to use and cite references from scientific journals as well 
as other sources in this section (even though briefing notes do not typically contain references). You should include at least the 
following information on the ecology of the species: distribution, habitat, diet, competition, and predation. Use relevant subheadings 
to organise your background information.  

Current Position 
•  In this section, you will include current status and management of the species. Has the species been formally listed on state or 

national threatened species legislation? What management plans, recovery plans, or threat abatement plans are in place for the 
species? What progress has been made with respect to the implementation of these plans? Is there any evidence that the species’ 
status (e.g. population size or distribution) has changed since its listing?  

Recommendations 
•  Based on what you know about the ecology of the species, its status, and current management approach, what recommendations 

would you make to either ensure its ongoing persistence (for threatened species), or control its numbers and impacts (for pest 
species)? Should the species’ status be revised? What are the priorities for management? What research is needed to improve our 
knowledge of this species? Provide a list of no more than ten recommendations in point form.  

References 
•  Make sure you use the correct procedures for citing references in the text, and use a consistent approach to listing sources in the 

reference list at the end of this briefing paper. Marks will be allocated based on the breadth and appropriateness of references, as 
well as the correct citation procedures. 
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Existing Criterion What is the difference between 
“basic", "average” “good” and “excellent”? 
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Creating Robust Criterion 
Key Questions 
•  What do we want students to be able to do in order to 

demonstrate they meet the particular outcomes we 
chose? 
•  We want them to work through “background", "current position” 

and “recommendation” with logic and insight 

•  What does a good response to your assessable 
component look like?  
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Creating a Rubric 
Before  

 HD-Student demonstrated an excellent understanding of the topic, by providing a comprehensive 
coverage of both scientific and management knowledge. Student thoroughly reviewed the literature (i.e. 
understood and integrated 15 or more peer-reviewed published articles) to discuss the topic in its full 
complexity.  

 
Revised 

 HD-A high distinction is awarded for a background account that provides a comprehensive explanation of 
the ecology of the species. The description typically has the following properties:  
 It makes highly sophisticated connections between the various environmental/ ecological factors and the 
species so as to build a rigorous platform for the current position and subsequent recommendations.  
 The account is extensively supported with references from the current refereed empirical literature. There 
is minimal use of secondary sources.  
 The literature is synthesized to identify any themes and disparities. Where possible conclusions are drawn 
in contested areas or where there are differences in the literature.  
 Overall, the account is highly sophisticated and yet accessible for a non-scientific audience.  



DO NOT PLACE ANY TEXT  
OR GRAPHICS ABOVE  
THE GUIDELINE SHOWN 

DO NOT PLACE ANY TEXT  
OR GRAPHICS BELOW  
THE GUIDELINE SHOWN 

TO EDIT GRAPHICS IN 
THE MASTER SELECT: 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER 

TO APPLY PAGE STYLES 
RIGHT CLICK YOUR PAGE 
>LAYOUT 

TO EDIT THE FOOTER IN  
THE MASTER SELECT: 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER 

Now Differentiate 

•  unpack to differentiate other levels of 
performance  

•  Learning taxonomies are often useful 
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Build out the other sections 
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Thank you 


