
 

April, 2015 

 

Hi All,  

Just another update on my findings from the summer frog surveys and unfortunately for a frog 

enthusiast like me, the frogs were few and far between on the trip. My initial hopes were that 

the recent rainfall in part of the catchment would cue the frogs into breeding action, i.e. coming 

out of their refuges and calling to attract their mates. On the contrary the lower than average 

temperatures during the surveys, and widespread drying or dried waterbodies resulted in 

mostly quiet surveys with the odd frog sighting here and there.  

There were exceptions however with a handful of waterbodies teeming with frogs, generally the 

broad-palmed frogs. Even at these popular locations, calling was rare and sedate compared with 

the winter and spring surveys. While I wasn’t able to identify the full range of summer active 

frog species that I suspect live in the area during this trip, the lack of breeding activity during 

this time re-iterated the importance of my additional research, to investigate what weather 

conditions (rainfall, temperature & humidity) cue the local frog species to breed. 

Marie, a Charles Sturt University student going into her 3rd year of Animal Science joined me for 

the surveys and showed a strong interest in frog research, she informs me that she has put her 

new spotlighting skills into action in the Sydney area where she returned home for the rest of 

her semester break. Vanessa Cain from the Mid- Lachlan Landcare also joined me for some 

spotlighting, Vanessa and I completed our honours projects on frogs a few years ago so if you’re 

looking for someone local for frog help, not to mention native plants and birds, she’s a fantastic 

contact.   

Again, I have listed the regional distribution of species I found this trip in the table on the next 

page; they were very similar to the spring surveys however the Broad-palmed Rocket Frog were 

most commonly seen this time. I have also included some photos from the trip to share some of 

the highlights of what we see and do. I look forward to seeing you on my fourth and final 

autumn survey this May.  

Many thanks,  

 

 

Amelia Walcott 

PhD candidate  

Charles Sturt University, Albury 

Mob.: 0448098317 
E: awalcott@csu.edu.au 

mailto:awalcott@csu.edu.au


 

FROGS Spotted Marsh Frog 
(Limnodynastes tasmaniensis) 

 

Barking Marsh Frog 
(Limnodynastes fletcheri) 

Broad-palmed Frog 
(Litoria latopalmata)  

Peron’s Tree Frog 
(Litoria peronii) 

Eastern Sign-bearing Froglet 
(Crinia parinsignifera) 

Size Medium (3.5-4.5 cm long) Medium (4.5-5.5 cm) Medium (3-4 cm) Medium (about 5 cm) Small (usually <2 cm long) 

Call A rapid ‘uuk-uuk-uuk-uuk’ or tok-
tok-tok. 

Low pitched ‘wuk’  repeated 
regularly (similar to a dog 
bark, hence the name). 

A sharp, variable ‘yap’ which 
develops into a chorus of rapid 
‘yaps’ 

Low, ascending cackle.  A squelch, or ‘eeeekk’, can be 
singular or repeated rapidly. 

Colour 
range & 
markings   

Green to dark brown.   
Commonly symmetrical regular 
shaped dorsal spots and a yellow, 
red or white stripe down the 
back. 

Very similar to the Spotted 
Marsh Frog but lacks the pale 
back stripe common in 
Spotted Marsh Frogs.  Large 
irregularly shaped darker 
brown patches. Eye lids may 
be rose-pink (rare for Spotted 
Marsh Frog). 

Pale grey or brown in colour with 
a white belly, variable patterning. 
Black stripe on head from nostril 
to shoulder with a small white 
dot in front of the eye. Pointed 
snout and long legs. 

Grey to dark brown. Green 
flecking is common as is bright 
yellow with black mottling on the 
inner hind-thighs.  
 

Dark brown and chestnut to light 
grey. The size of a thumb nail.  
 

Breeding 
time 

Late winter, spring and summer.  Peaks in spring to autumn. Following rainfall in spring and 
summer.  

Spring and summer, or when air 
temperatures are higher than 

20C.  

Year-round following heavy rain 
events, particularly during the 
cooler months.    

Distribution 
throughout 
the region 

Widespread and common 
species, readily colonise all types 
of freshwater water bodies. 
 
Adults were identified in all 
regions except for Frogmore & 
Reid’s Flat.  

Detected in Goologong, 
Forbes & Condobolin. This 
species , this species is known 
to live in drier areas.   

Most common species seen this 
trip, found in all regions except 
for Kiacatoo.   
 
Otherwise called Rocket Frogs on 
account of their pointy nose and 
mobility, this species prefers 
habitats where water is mostly, 
or always available.  

This tree frog species requires 
standing timber as habitat. 
  
A common sight in the spring & 
summer surveys, this species was 
identified in all regions except for 
the most eastern and western 
regions, Reid’s Flat & Kiacatoo.  

Identified in Cowra, Forbes & 
Goologong during these surveys. 
Highly adaptable, this species can 
live in a range of habitats but is 
known to be most active in spring 
and autumn following rain. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Above table: The five summer active frog species and descriptions of how to identify them. As described, there are several factors (other than colour which 

is highly variable) which are important to look out for. These include calls, pupil shape, eye position, body shape, shape of markings, skin glands, hand and 

toe features.   

  
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waiting for darkness to start the night time search 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer photo highlights 

    
Egg masses are the first indication of breeding activity. The freshly laid foamy or bubbly masses on the left are typical of the 

Spotted Marsh and Barking Marsh Frogs, whilst the cluster of jelly balls on the right is more typical of Peron’s  

Tree and Broad-palmed Frogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the mass of foam and gel (above), 

tadpoles develop which I also look for with a 

net during the day time.  E.g. Spotted Marsh 

Frog (left) and Peron’s Tree Frog (below, 

right) tadpoles at early stages of 

development. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Broad-palmed 

Rocket Frog featured in 

each photo on this page was the 

most common frog sighted during 

the summer surveys.  

A distinguishing feature of this 

species is a gap in front of the eye 

in the stripe running from nose to 

side.   

As you can see from the photos on 

this page, there is a lot of variation 

in the colour and pattern of this 

species.  

Frogs are renowned for their ability 

to adapt to the environment in 

which they live in order to 

camouflage themselves from their 

predators, yet another reason 

they’re so interesting to find and 

identify. 



            

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peron’s Tree Frogs, always a favourite of mine, 

were less active during these surveys. This species call 

sounds like it is laughing, or cackling. Crossed pupils, 

striking yellow markings and emerald coloured flecks on 

their backs make them easy to spot. You might’ve seen 

them on your house window as though it were a tree 

trunk.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Barking Marsh Frogs have 

red-pink coloured eye lids 

markings 

Frog’s under-surfaces can be useful for 

identifying between similar looking species 

(especially when tiny). The Eastern Sign-bearing 

Froglet above, is pale cream with grey-light 

brown flecks. 

Eastern Sign-bearing Froglets are 

tiny (about 2cm) and can have 

lumpy/ridged skin like in this photo  

Australian smelt, a native freshwater 

fish caught in the net  

 

My research assistant Marie, an Animal Science 

student studying at Charles Sturt University, 

measuring water quality  

 

Eastern Sign-bearing Froglet 

climbing Marie’s shoe 


