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Discipline area:  Philosophy and Religious Studies  

Discipline:  Theology 

Discipline Overview 

The academic discipline of theology focuses on the systematic and critical study of religious texts, 

traditions, and practices. The School of Theology at Charles Sturt focuses primarily on texts, 

traditions, and practices from the Christian tradition encompassing four distinct areas: Biblical 

Studies, Church History, Systematic Theology and Ethics, and Practical Theology. 

Adjunct lecturers are expected to hold a PhD in a relevant theological sub-discipline (i.e., Biblical 

Studies (Old Testament or New Testament); Church History; Systematic Theology and Ethics. 

Many academics in this field also regularly engage in industry, namely through ecclesial (church) 

partners. 

Theology is a developing academic tradition in Australia but represents a foundational academic 

discipline internationally. 

Gender Profile  

Profession/Industry  25% female / 75% male 

Higher Education Sector 25% female / 75% male 

Charles Sturt University 30% female / 70% male 

Discipline Context and Expectations  

INDUSTRY ACCREDITATION Courses in Pastoral Counselling are accredited by the Australian 
Counselling Association (ACA) and the Psychotherapy and Counselling 
Federation of Australia (PACFA). Subjects in the area of Professional 
Supervision are accredited by the Australasian Association of 
Supervisors (AAoS). 

DISCIPLINE PEDAGOGIES   This discipline follows a traditional approach to teaching combined with 
practical components. Some courses have a practical component, 
which is fulfilled through residential schools and industry placements. 

STUDENT PROFILE  Students are predominately mature age (between 30 and 60) and 
include both domestic and international students. Many students enrol 
in theology courses as a second degree or career pathway. The gender 
profile of the cohort is generally balanced. Class sizes are usually 
around 10 students per class.  
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STUDENT 

FEEDBACK/PERFORMANCE 
The SuES response rate and scores are consistently high in this 
discipline with positive evaluation of teaching. However, results often 
fail to meet the University threshold due to small class sizes.  

RESEARCH APPROACH Academics in this discipline engage in theoretical and applied research, 
but both are largely undertaken by single individuals. Collaborative 
projects are encouraged but have not generally been normative.  

Theologians are often engaged in cross-disciplinary research in both 
theoretical and practical settings. They are especially engaged in the 
intersection between higher education and ecclesial (church) settings. 

PUBLICATION The primary forms of publication are peer reviewed journal articles, 
book chapters, and books. 

Word count for peer-reviewed articles and chapters is generally 
between 6,000–10,000 words, with a primary emphasis on quality of 
publication. The Council of Deans of Theology in Australia maintains a 
relevant journal ranking list which is coordinated with the University 
Research Productivity Index. 

The general output in this area is approximately 10 points every five 
years. 

CONFERENCES Conferences are highly regarded, and participation is an expected 
aspect of work in the discipline. Specific conferences of mention are the 
Society of Biblical Literature, the American Academy of Religion. 

Presentation at such conferences is highly regarded and can precede 
article submission in peer reviewed journals.  

GRANTS External grant funding is rarely available in this discipline, and it is not 
generally expected from academics between levels B–D. Available 
funding is generally in the form of small grants (e.g., ≤A$5,000).    

HDR SUPERVISION There is a high availability of HDR students in this discipline, both 
international and domestic, with the larger majority being domestic. 
Principal supervision is the normal starting point, however collaborative 
supervision may also be involved. 

RECOGNITION No unique industry specific award or fellowships.  

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT Academics in this discipline have obligations to different ministerial 
bodies (e.g., Anglican Church in Australia; Uniting Church in Australia).   

PROFESSIONAL 

REGISTRATION 

There is no mandatory professional registration requirement in this 

discipline. However, academics may be members of ecclesial (church) 

bodies such as the Anglican Church in Australia and the Uniting Church 

in Australia.  
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