
Mustering, drafting, yarding – Small ruminants 
Recommended instructor to student ratio:   1:20 

Category 
1. Observation Involving minor interference

Objective 
To move small ruminants into yards for handling 

Alternatives to animal use 
Use of video 

Equipment 
Nil 

Safety and Risk considerations 
Nil 

Drugs, chemicals or biological agents 
Nil 

Procedure 
1. Mustering

When mustering, consider the layout of the paddock (gateways, geography, direction of movement) so the animals will
move in the required direction. Allow the animals to gather in a loose mob using dogs or stockpeople before moving them
in the required direction. Use an understanding of the animals’ flight zone to apply enough pressure to move them in the
required direction.

2. Yarding
Animals should enter the yards by the same entry point each time and exit via a separate point on the other side of the
yards. Animals should be encouraged to enter the yards quietly with as little pressure as required by the stockperson
and/or dogs.

Animals should not be overcrowded into yards.

When mustering has caused physical exertion, animals should be rested before continuing handling.

3. Drafting
Drafting should be performed in specifically-designed drafting races or through gates.

Visual aids are best to direct or block movement.

Excessive force, whips, hard canes and dogs while drafting should be unnecessary.

Impact on wellbeing of animals 
Minimal if animals are handled quietly. 

Animal Care 
Animals should be handled calm and quietly before, during and after the procedure. Work should be done during the coolest part of 
the day in summer and avoid working in extreme temperatures/weather. 

Pain Relief 
Nil 

Reuse and repeated use 
Procedures can be repeated if animals remain quiet and are not distressed. 
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Qualification, experience or training necessary to perform procedure 
Demonstrator: Experience in handling small ruminants.  
 
Students: Competence in handling small ruminants. 
 

References and relevant links 
 




