
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEATURE ARTICLE: Dr Remy Dehaan. 
Dr Remy Dehaan is a spatial scientist who likes variety in his re-
search work. Find out more on page 6. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
By Institute director Prof Max Finlayson 
 
The concept and challenges of undertaking 
integrated research are not something we 
are facing alone. 
  
I have just left a meeting of the scientific council 
of a French research institute and guess what 
they were trying to develop; an integrated social 
and biological research program. The obstacles 
they raised were familiar – the scale of analyses 
and statistical rigour as well as reluctance to work 
across disciplines. This followed my participation 
in the 10th conference of the Ramsar Convention 
on Wetlands held in South Korea. If you ever 
wanted to see what was important for wetland/
river management this was a good place to start. 
 
It was not about ecology, nor the links between 
human well-being and wetland/riverine health. It 
was about policy, but you may have wondered 
how the policy positions related to wetlands. At 
times it seemed as if the trade or agriculture, or 
foreign affairs or finance departments were call-
ing the shots. Given that the Convention’s goal is 
to conserve and make wise use of wetlands/rivers 
why would a department of trade call the shots? 
 
Simply, trade is an economic issue and would 
you leave your economics to conservationists? 
Similarly, agriculture and water resources are 
surely not the domain of ecologists or conserva-
tionists. We can leave aside the evidence that 
agriculture and water resource development are 
the main causes of ecosystem degradation glob-
ally. 
 
We have a history of emphasising economic is-
sues whether trade, agriculture or water re-
sources. We have policies for these; we also 
seem to be heading towards an ecological disas-
ter for many of our wetlands and rivers and the 
land and the people these support. We may be 
able to hide behind the drought for a while, but 
eventually we will need to look at the land and 
water and how well our policies are serving us.  
 
Can they sufficiently integrate the inter-connected 
values and benefits we derive from our land-
scapes with the economic benefits we have been 

seeking for our entire society? Do they support an 
eco-social-agricultural approach to land and wa-
ter management; an approach that starts with and 
supports people and their livelihoods and relation-
ships with our landscapes? Can they support 
healthy ecosystems and healthy people? And 
what can we contribute as researchers, in isola-
tion and through integration?  
 

OPINION 
By  Dr Charlotte de Fraiture,  International  Water 
Management Institute. 
 
TOSSED FOOD: LIKE LEAVING THE 
TAP RUNNING 
Tremendous quantities of food are discarded 
in processing, transport, supermarkets and 
people's kitchens.  
 
It is estimated that around 40% of all food pro-
duced in farmers' fields globally does not end up 
in our stomachs. In US households, for instance, 
as much as 30 percent of food, worth some USD 
48.3 billion, is thrown away. In Australia 3.3 mil-
lion tons of food is thrown by households and 
industries, close to 200 kilos per household each 
year. This wasted food is also wasted water.  
 
Crops consume large quantities of water. To pro-
duce one kilogram of wheat crops evaporate 500-
4000 litres depending where it grows. One kilo-
gram of beef can take up to 10,000 litres depend-
ing on how it is produced.  
 
An increasing part of our agricultural production 
depends on irrigation water. With the combined 
effects of climate change and higher food de-
mand that water is getting scarcer. Rightly, much 
effort is spent on using water more efficiently to 
produce more with less water and leave more 
water in nature. But what happens with our food 
once it is produced?  
 
We are providing food to take care of not only our 
necessary consumption but also our wasteful 
habits. Throwing 3.3 million tons of food is like 
pouring 660 billion litres of irrigation water into the 
garbage can, like leaving 70,000 taps running 
continuously 24/7/365 - enough water to meet the 
annual household needs of 5 million people. Cut-
ting back on food waste means saving water.      
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VISITORS  
 
GOVERNOR GENERAL’S VISIT 
It’s been a very busy few months in terms of visitors to the Institute. 
Top of the list would have to be the visit by the new Governor-
General of the Commonwealth of Australia, Her Excellency Ms 
Quentin Bryce, AC, who visited the Albury-Wodonga campus of 
Charles Sturt University. While here, Her Excellency  met with Insti-
tute members director Prof Max Finlayson, A/Prof Robyn Watts, Dr 
Skye Wassens and Prof David Mitchell as part of her fact finding 
mission on the impacts of drought in regional communities in the 

Murray-Darling Basin. 
 
Pictured left to right A/Prof 
Robyn Watts, Dr Skye Was-
sens, Dr Garry Shipp, Head 
of Dubbo Campus and Di-
rector, centre for indigenous 
Studies, the  
Governor –General , Her 
Excellency Ms Quentin 
Bryce, AC,  her husband 
His Excellency Mr Michael 
Bryce AM AE, Prof Max 
Finlayson and Prof David 
Mitchell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DR CHARLOTTE DE FRAITURE 
 
(Left to Right) Insti-
tute adjunct re-
search fellow, 
Barney Foran, Dr 
Charlotte de Frai-
ture, and Prof Max 
Finlayson 
 
 
ILWS members 
based at the 
Thurgoona cam-
pus had the op-
portunity to hear 
one of the key-
note speakers at 

the 11th International Riversymposium: A future of extremes confer-
ence held in Brisbane in September again present her talk titled 
“Water for Fuel and Food in a Changing World” at a special ILWS 
seminar on September 8. 
 
Dr Charlotte de Fraiture is a former colleague of Institute director 
Prof Max Finlayson and is based at the International Water Man-
agement Institute, a non-profit research institute with its headquar-
ters in Sri Lanka that does work  in developing countries. Dr de 
Fraiture, who is from The Netherlands, has worked in the field of 
water management for agriculture for the past 14 years. She cur-
rently leads IWMI’s development and application of the global water 
and food model (WATERSIM) and the development of global future 
scenarios on water, food and the environment as part of the Com-
prehensive Assessment on Water Management in Agriculture. 
 
Her talk included interesting statistics on how much  water is used 
to produce different foods i.e. meat compared to grain, and the 
losses in the food chain. “Tossing out food is just like keeping the 
tap running,” Dr de Fraiture told Institute members and the media, 
radio ABC National News and ABC Riverland, in interviews con-
ducted while she was in the Border region. The 10 day visit was Dr 
De Fraiture’s third visit to Australia.  

“It is interesting to come to Australia and see how the current prob-
lems in the Murray Darling Basin after four or five years of drought 
are being addressed with Australia’s  financial means, institutional 
and legal infrastructure,” she said. “It is interesting to look at how a 
country in a ‘relatively ideal’ situation copes with problems similar to 
those faced by developing countries whose situations are much 
less ideal.” 
 
In January next year Dr de Fraiture  will be moving to Ghana in 
Africa to do a study for IWMI with small scale irrigators. “More and 
more we are investing in small scale irrigators to improve their pro-
ductivity  to counter the effects of climate change and to alleviate 
poverty,” she said.  “Seventy per cent of poor people are dependant 
on agriculture for their livelihood, particularly in sub-Sahara Africa.” 
 
 
DR BRONWYN LOWE 
Postdoctoral fellow Bronwyn Lowe, who was a visitor to the Thur-
goona campus for a month in July/August, is finding her current 
research project on the plants harakeke and wharariki (New Zea-
land flax) “very challenging but fascinating.” Dr Lowe, a former CSU 
undergraduate and PhD student, is investigating the origins, botani-
cal characteristics and fibre of a New Zealand flax collection grow-
ing in the Dunedin Botanic Garden on New Zealand’s South Island 
which was donated to the gardens around a 100 years ago. “The 
project combines my knowledge of ecology and textiles but where I 
am being stretched is in the historical and cultural side,” says Bron-
wyn. 
 
The aim of the project is to determine if the 50 cultivars in the col-
lection are unique to the South Island. For the project Bronwyn is 
working with a research team that includes a Mātauranga Māori 
consultant, a botanist and a materials engineer; and a focus group 
made up of Māori weavers, horticulturalists, Ngāi Tahu and other 
iwi (Indigenous tribes). Originally a materials engineers (she did her 
undergraduate studies at Monash University in the 1980s) Bronwyn 
did her Bachelor of Applied Science in Environmental Analysis at 
CSU from 1991 to 1993. After completing her degree, Bronwyn 
worked for the Centre of Image Analysis at the Wagga campus and 
was managing the unit when it evolved to become the current Spa-
tial Analysis Unit (SPAN).  
 
In 1998 she began her PhD in river ecology with supervisors A/Prof 
Robyn Watts, Prof Alistar Robertson and Dr Jane Roberts (CSIRO) 
looking at the effect of river regulation on plants growing on river-
banks. In the last year of her PhD (2001) she moved to New Zea-
land with her partner and, after completing her PhD, took on a num-
ber of short term projects with the University of Otago’s Department 
of Zoology’s “Stream Team”, a freshwater research team. In 2006 
Bronwyn drew on her knowledge as a materials engineer and 
worked on a year long project looking at spider silk (silk from New 
Zealand spiders) using electron microscopy and mechanical testing 
of silk. That led to her current three year postdoctoral fellowship 
with the University of Otago which began in April 2007. 
 
“The interesting thing about the harakeke or New Zealand flax plant 
is that it is a really important plant for the Māori who used it for eve-
rything, for clothing, fishing nets, building materials, footwear, uten-
sils, sails, boats, food and medicine,” says Bronwyn. “It was one of 
their most vital resources, and even though there are only two spe-
cies of harakeke, over hundreds of years the Māori selected and 
grew different cultivars for different uses. There are now at least 60 
named varieties of the two species. However most of what we know 
about harakeke is related to the North Island, so the question is do 
the cultivars in the Dunedin Botanic Gardens represent those of the 
South Island?” 
 
Bronwyn says the project is a mix of historical research, traditional 
knowledge, textile science and botany. She says what has been 
particularly great about the project is working with a Māori consult-
ant who has been “training her up” on the protocol required when 
dealing with Māori as part of the consultation process; and working 
with the focus group which includes Māori weavers. 
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While she was in Australia Bronwyn caught up with family at Bright 
and is writing up and finishing off a number of papers with A/Prof 
Robyn Watts which stemmed from her PhD. 

 
(Left) Dr Bronwyn Lowe 
 
(Below)  Variegated New Zealand flax 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CHEZCH VISITORS 

 
(Left to Right) 
Prof David Mitchell,  Dr 
Marketa Sagove-
Mareckova and Dr Jan 
Kopecky.  
 
 While in Australia to 
attend the Interna-
tional Symposium on 
Microbial Ecology 
held in Cairns in Sep-
tember, Dr Marketa 
Sagova-Mareckova 
and Dr Jan Kopecky 

from  the Crop Research Institute, in Prague, Czech  Republic  took 
the opportunity to visit the University’s campus at Thurgoona on 
September 8 and listen to a seminar presented by Dr Paul 
Humphries on Fishing for Clues in the U.S. and Austria.    Dr 
Sagova-Markeckova is a microbial ecologist with an interest in wet-
lands, also lectures at Charles University in Prague. 
 
DR ROBERT DAVIS 

Ecologist Dr Robert 
Davis who visited the 
Thurgoona campus in 
October is probably 
the envy of most other 
ornithologists in Aus-
tralia…and for very 
good reason. In 2005, 
Robert and colleague 
Brendan Metcalf 
sighted the enigmatic 
Night Parrot 
(Pezoporus occiden-
talis) in the Pilbara 

region in northern Western Australia. 
 
“It just blew me away,” says Robert who has a paper on the Night 
Parrot and the sighting of three Night Parrots drinking out of a well 
in the latest issue of the journal Emu. “The night parrot is the thy-
lacine (Tasmanian Tiger) of the bird world in that it was thought to 
be extinct since the late 1800s until two dead specimens were 
found in outback Queensland in the 1990s. During that time there 
had been many sightings but none confirmed. It was the first docu-
mented sighting by an ornithologist in history. “For me it was one of 
those moments when you think there is still a bit of magic in the 
world….” 
 
Robert says the Night Parrot is a little larger than a budgerigar with 
green black flecked feathers. “It is similar to a ground parrot but has 

a shorter tail and is one of only two nocturnal parrots in the world,” 
says Robert who has made a number of follow-up trips to the area 
to find the bird again but without success. “It is listed as critically 
endangered but that’s because no-one really knows…we don’t 
even know what its call sounds like.” 
 
Robert is a research associate at the University of Western Austra-
lia where he is doing a post-doc on the impact on birds of fire and 
dieback (caused by the fungal disease phytophthora) in Jarrah for-
ests and Banksia woodlands in the Perth region. Prior to his current 
projects he spent two years, again as a post-doc, looking at which 
bird species were most at risk from urbanisation in Perth.  
 
Robert, who did his PhD on frogs, says while he is keen to study 
frogs again it “is the questions rather than the actual species that 
interest me more…the landscape ecology in general.” Robert who 
was employed by CSU for two weeks to take classes as the part of 
the Wildlife Ecology and Management course’s residential school 
stayed on at the campus for another week to work on a paper with 
colleague A/Prof David Watson and to meet with A/Prof Gary Luck. 
“Dave and I have similar interests in urban bird ecology and bird 
ecology in general,” says Robert who, like David, is also a council-
lor on Birds Australia. While here he presented a seminar on 
“Urban Bird Ecology in Western Australia.” 
 
VISITING PROFESSORS 

 
Prof Julian Hine from the Univer-
sity of Ulster, UK has been granted 
conditional visiting professor status 
to visit CSU in August and Septem-
ber 2009. Being a town planner as 
well as a professor of transport, he 
is particularly interested in social 
inclusion/exclusion, regional trans-
port issues and maintaining the ac-
cessibility of services. He visited 
Wagga in March this year to present 
at the ‘Rural Australia Without Pe-
troleum” workshop, held to  share 
understanding of the 'peak oil' issue 
and consider the most important 

implications of oil depletion and substitution. Prof Hine also spoke 
on “gender and social exclusion in the UK” which attracted a lot of 
interest among staff and PhD students. On his visit to Wagga next 
year it is expected he will work with Prof Ian Gray on a project on 
transport governance arrangements. 

 
As part of his Visiting Re-
search Professor experience 
at  the School of Education, in 
Wagga Wagga, Professor 
Ted Munsch  (left) from the 
Department of Education at 
Alaska Pacific University in 
Anchorage Alaska USA 
joined Dr Colin Boylan and 33 
CSU pre-service teachers on 
a six-day excursion, Septem-

ber 21 to 26,  to visit rural schools in the far western region of the 
state. The group traveled some 1800 kilometres visiting schools in 
Hillston, Cobar, Wilcannia, Broken Hill, Wentworth, Dareton, and 
Hay. They also learned about opportunities with the Broken Hill 
School of the Air.  Dr Boylan, in concert with Mark Straney, Explore 
Your Future Coordinator, and Scott Sanford, Broken Hill Regional 
Beyond the Line Coordinator, scheduled and supported the journey. 
Prof Munsch taught the Integrated Science class at McDonalds in 
Broken Hill while students enrolled in his elementary teaching 
method class, Science, Math and Society I online group were taking 
a virtual field trip, learning and reporting about each of the commu-
nities visited by the CSU pre-service teachers engaged in the Be-
yond the Line program. As a result of the activities in the rural 
schools, several pre-service teachers reported that they are now 
interested in completing an internship in some of the schools vis-
ited. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
PEER-REVIEWED PAPERS 
Allan, C., Khan, S., & Davidson, B. (2008). Assessing social ac-
ceptability of management options for harmonising irrigation with 
environmental concerns: A case study from the Murrumbidgee Val-
ley, Australia. Water SA, 34(4), 517-522. 
 
Barrea, L.P. (2008) Nest-site selection by the Painted Honeyeater 
(Grantiella picta), a mistletoe specialist. Emu , 108 (3): 213-220. 
 
Harrington, C., Curtis, A., and Black, R. (2008) Locating commu-
nities in natural resource management. Journal of Environmental 
Policy and Planning, 10 (2): 199-215. 
 
Prober, S.M., Lunt, I.D. & Thiele, K.R. (2008). Effects of fire fre-
quency and mowing on a temperate, derived grassland soil in 
south-eastern Australia. International Journal of Wildland Fire, 17, 
586-594. 
 
Bi, P. and Parton, K.A. (2008), “Effect of climate change on Austra-
lian rural and remote regions: What do we know and what do we 
need to know? Australian Journal of Rural Health 16 (1), 2-4. 
 
Wang, D, Parton, K.A. and Deblitz, C (2008), “Impact of Potential 
Dairy-Beef Production on China’s Beef Supply, Demand and Inter-
national Trade”, Australasian Agribusiness Review 16. 
 
Bi, P., Parton, K.A., Wang, J., Donald, K. (2008), “Temperatures 
and human mortality in Brisbane, 1986-95”, Journal of Environ-
mental Health 70 (8): 48-55. 
 
Roshier, D.A., Asmus M.W., and  Klaassen, M. (2008). What 
drives long-distance movements in nomadic Grey Teal Anas 
gracilis in Australia? Ibis 150, 474–484. 
 

BOOK CHAPTERS  
Roshier, D.A.(2008) Grey teal: survivors in a changing world. In: 
Boom and bust – bird stories for a dry country. (eds. Libby Robin, 
Leo Joseph and Robert Heinsohn). CSIRO Publishing, Melbourne. 
pp. 75–94.  
 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 
Race, D. & Stewart, H. (eds) (2008) Proceedings of the Australian 
Forest Growers National Conference: Albury-Wodonga 2008. Pub-
lished by the Australian Forest Growers, ACT. 220 pages.  
 

CONFERENCE PAPERS 
Boxall, D. (2008, October). Multiple work and life roles: A psycho-
logical perspective. Paper presented at the Australian Industry 
Group, Regional Human Resource Management Conference, Al-
bury, NSW. 
 
Crampton, A.  Ragusa, A. and Vanniasinkam, T. (2008) Microbial 
vodcasting – supplementing  laboratory time with vodcasts of key 
microbial skills. In A. Hugman and K. Placing (Eds) Symposium 
Proceedings: Visualisation and Concept Development, UniServe 
Science, The University of Sydney, 171–176. 
 
Finlayson, C.M.,  & Baird, D.J. North: South Contrasts in the Re-
sponse of Freshwater Systems to Agricultural Land Use Intensifica-
tion: New Approaches, Case Studies and Lessons Learned. INTE-
COL Wetlands Conference, Cuibia, Brazil, 24 July 
 
Finlayson, C.M, Davis, J., Gell, P., Kingsford, R., Parton, K.A., 
Smith, P.  The status of wetlands and the predicted effects of global 
climate change: the situation in Australia. INTECOL Wetlands Con-
ference, Cuibia, Brazil, 25 July 
 
Finlayson, C. M., &  Waterman, P. Climate Change Implications of 
Food and Water Security: Issues for Regional Australia, SEGRA, 
August 18-20, Albury, NSW. 
 

Finlayson, C. M. How vulnerable are Australia’s Conservation 
Icons to the impacts of climate change and sea level rise?SEGRA, 
August 18-20, Albury, NSW. 
 
Horwitz, P., & Finlayson, C.M.  Reconceptualising priorities for 
wetland management: ecosystem services and human health. Aus-
tralian Society for Limnology, Annual Congress, Mandurah, WA, 30 
September. 
 
Foran, B. (2008)  Australian Forestry for a Better Future: Chal-
lenges, Opportunities and Strategies. In: D. Race & H. Stewart 
(eds) Proceedings of the Australian Forest Growers National Con-
ference: Albury-Wodonga 2008. Published by the Australian Forest 
Growers, ACT. pp: 1-9. 
 
Gray, I. People’s Perceptions of Governance and the Implications 
for Regional Australia. SEGRA, August 18-20, Albury, NSW 
 
Jordan, Collins, J. and Krivokapic-Skoko, B. (2008) Multivocal and 
changing meanings: Sense of place and placelessness in Sydney’s 
Chinatown, paper presented at National Trust of Australia (NSW) 
Conference 2008: Sense of Place, 22 September 2008, Sydney. 

O’Neill, G., Krivokapic-Skoko, B. and Dowell, D. (2008) Profes-
sionalism in a changing work environment: Exploring the develop-
ment and implications of academics’ psychological contracts. Irish 
Academy of Management Conference,  3-5 September 2008, Dub-
lin City University. 
 
Chupungco, A., Dumayas, E. and Mullen J.D., (2008),  ‘Impact 
Assessment of ACIAR's Grain Drying Research in the Philippines’, 
contributed paper presented at 6th Conference of the Asian Society 
of Agricultural Economics, Manila, Philippines, 28-30 August, 2008.  
 
Montes, N.D., Zapata, N.R. Jr., Alo, A.M.P., and Mullen, J.D., 9
(2008), ‘Impact assessment of sustainable endoparasite control for 
small ruminants’, contributed paper presented at 6th Conference of 
the Asian Society of Agricultural Economics, Manila, Philippines, 
28-30 August, 2008. 
 
Mullen, J.D., (2008), ‘R&D: A good investment for Australian agri-
culture’, 2008 NSW DPI Sheep & Beef Conference, ‘Coping with a 
changing environment’, Orange Agricultural Institute, September 4, 
2008. 
 
Predo, C., Hayman, P., Crean, J., Mullen, J., Parton, K., Hilario, 
F., de Guzman, R., Juanillo, E., Reyes, C., Monte, E. and Liguton, 
J., (2008) ‘Assessing the Economic Value of Seasonal Climate 
Forecasts for Corn-based Farming Systems in Leyte, Philippines’ 
contributed paper presented at 6th Conference of the Asian Society 
of Agricultural Economics, Manila, Philippines, 28-30 August, 2008. 
 
Jie, F., Parton, K.A. and Jenkins, R. (2008), Supply chain analysis 
of Australian beef retailers/wholesalers, Paper presented at the 6th 
ANZAM Conference, Gold Coast.   
 
Stewart, H., Race, D. & Curtis, A. (2008) Expansion of Plantation 
Forests in the Murray Valley Region of South Eastern Australia: 
Social Interactions and Prospects. In: D. Race & H. Stewart (eds) 
Proceedings of the Australian Forest Growers National Conference: 
Albury-Wodonga 2008. Published by the Australian Forest Grow-
ers, ACT. pp: 191-197. 
 

REPORTS 
Allan, C., & Wilson, B. (2008). Meeting in the Middle: An evaluation 
of a novel approach to sharing information on soil health in the 
Murray Catchment. Unpublished report for  the Murray Catchment 
Management Authority and the Meeting in the Middle Committee. 
Institute for Land, Water and Society Report #42.  
 
Alston, M., & Witney-Soanes, K.  (2008) Social impacts of Drought 
and Declining Water Availability in the Murray Darling Basin.   Re-
port for the Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Local Government. 
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Lockwood, M., Davidson, J., Griffith, R., Stratford, E., and Curtis, 
A. (2008) Pathways to good practice in regional NRM governance: 
project summary and achievements. University of Tasmania, 
Hobart, Tasmania. 
 
Curtis, A., Race, D., Sample, R. & McDonald, S. (2008) Manage-
ment of water ways and adjoining land in the Mid-Goulburn River: 
landholder and other stakeholder actions and perspectives. Report 
for the Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority, ILWS 
Report #40. 
 
Curtis, A., Sample, R., and McDonald, S. (2008) Social research 
evaluating River Tender Program outcomes. A report to the North 
East Catchment Management. Institute for Land, Water and Society 
Report # 41 , Charles Sturt University, Albury, NSW.  
 
Curtis, A., McDonald, S., Sample, R., and Mendham, E. (2008) 
Understanding the social drivers for natural resource management 
in the Wimmera region. Institute for Land, Water and Society Re-
port # 46, Charles Sturt University, Albury, NSW. 
 
Montes, N.D., Zapata, N.R. Jr., Alo, A.M.P. and Mullen, J.D., 
(2008), Management of internal parasites in goats in the Philip-
pines, Impact Assessment Report #, ACIAR, Canberra.  
 
Orr, L.M., McDougall, S., and Mullen, J.D (2008), An Evaluation of 
the Economic, Environmental and Social Impacts of NSW DPI In-
vestments in IPM Research in Lettuce, Economic Research Report 
# 40, NSW Department of Primary Industries, Orange. 
 
Orr, L.M., Stevens, M. and Mullen, J.D (2008), An Evaluation of the 
Economic, Environmental and Social Impacts of NSW DPI Invest-
ments in Integrated Pest Management Research in Invertebrate 
Rice Pests, Economic Research Report # 41, NSW Department of 
Primary Industries, Orange. 
 
Chupungco, A., Dumayas, E. and Mullen J.D., (2008),  Two stage 
grain drying in the Philippines ,  Impact Assessment Report # 59, 
ACIAR, Canberra. 
 
Seymour, E., Curtis, A., Pannell, D., Ridley, A., and Allan, C. 
(2008) Exploring community values assigned to natural assets on 
the Moolort Plains, Victoria. Institute for Land, Water and Society 
Report # 47. Charles Sturt University, Albury, NSW. 
  
BOOK REVIEW 
Coldwell, I. Review of  Donna J. Haraway’s  When Species Meet,  
University of Minnesota Press 

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS & 
WORKSHOPS 
MYTH OF EGALITARIANISM 
Institute research fellow Dr Kerry Whittenbury presented a paper (in 
the rural geography stream) on ‘The myth of egalitarianism in rural 
Australia’ at the Royal Geographical Society/Institute for British 
Geographers Annual conference in London, August 26-29. 
 
FAMILIES WITH A PARENTAL ILLNESS 
Families with a parental mental illness (FaPMI) constitute some of 
the most vulnerable individuals in society. Severe parental mental 
illness is associated with such things as significantly greater mental 
illness in offspring, greater infant mortality risk and children who are 
more likely to be taken into care. Dr Darryl Maybery and Dr Andrea 
Reupert  organised a FaPMI research day with national and inter-
national researchers in Melbourne, September 8.  The event was 
funded by the Institute of Land, Water and Society, and co-
supported by the Bouverie Centre (La Trobe University, Melbourne) 
and the National FaPMI initiative.  A core aim  of the day was to 
stimulate research and future partnerships in the COPMI area. 

ENCOURAGING PARTICIPATION 
Prof Mark Morrison and Jenni Greig have been presenting findings 
from their project ‘Encouraging Participation in Market Based Instru-
ments’ at a number of conferences and workshops, including: 
• Northern Rivers CMA (Coffs Harbour, 15 May ) 
• Condamine Alliance Regional Body (Toowoomba, 12 June ) 
• Central West CMA (Wellington, 30 July ) 
• Environmental Services Workshop (hosted by Australian 

Alpine Valleys Agribusiness Forum and North East CMA, 19 
September  ) 

• Qld Department of Natural Resources and Water, Brisbane 
(20 October ). 

• Regional Veg Futures Conference, Toowoomba (hosted by 
Greening Australia and the Department of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries, 21 October ). 

• NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change, 
Sydney (presentation made as part of the NSW DECC’s 
Economics Seminar Series), 31October  

 
AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 
Dr John Mullen gave a presentation on  ‘The NSW DPI Economics 
Research Group in 2011’  at the QLD DPI&F Agricultural Econo-
mists’ Meeting, Toowoomba 30th – 31st July, 2008; and one on the 
‘Evaluation of Agricultural Research in NSW DPI’,  at the Vic DPI 
workshop on R&D evaluation, September 25 and 26, Melbourne.  
 
RESEARCH AND POLICY 
Prof  Allan Curtis presented/ led a discussion with 40 staff from the 
Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment on 
‘Investing in voluntary approaches to conservation in Victoria: to-
wards evidence-based policy’ as part of DSE’s internal policy devel-
opment processes on September 23 in Melbourne. The presenta-
tion was based on a DSE discussion paper that drew on Prof Cur-
tis’s research in Landcare over the past 16 years.   
 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
Prof Max Finlayson gave a talk on  Adaptation: Agriculture, Land 
Use and Food Security at the International Development Law Or-
ganization course on Climate Change and Developing Countries: 
International Legal and Market-based Instruments, Asia-Pacific 
Regional seminar in  Sydney, October 15. 
 
POLICIES 
Prof Ian Gray participated in a Policy Roundtable, sponsored by the 
Institute of Public Administration and the Academy of Social Sci-
ences, on: ‘Australian Federalism: rescue and reform’. The roundta-
ble was part of a conference held at Tenterfield on 23-26 October. 
The results of Ian’s ARC Discovery Project (with Griffith University) 
‘Sustainable Regional Institutions’ were presented and discussed. 
 
In September he presented a paper, co-authored with Professor 
Julian Hine of the University of Ulster, titled ‘Interpretations of his-
tory and the trajectories of transport policies’ at the Sixth Interna-
tional Conference on the History of Transport, Traffic and Mobility at 
Ottawa, Canada. At the same conference he organised a plenary 
panel, with experts and policy-makers from Germany, the UK, Can-
ada and Japan, to discuss the ways in which the humanities and 
social sciences can assist with the development of transport policy.  
 
SCIENCE IN THE BUSH IN ALBURY 
A number of ILWS members took part in the “Science in the Bush in 
Albury” outreach program on October 28 and 29 which Dr John 
Rafferty helped co-ordinate. They were:  
• A/Prof Robyn Watts and Sylvia Zukowski  ran a workshop 

on wetland biodiversity 
• A/Prof Ben Wilson – workshop on soil biodiversity 
•  A/Prof David Watson – Talk on the secret life of parasitic 

plants 
• Dr Rachel O’Brien – Talk on mapping climate change 
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PROFILE 
DR REMY DEHAAN  

 
  
Remy Dehaan looking at 
maps of the area he will 
cover in the stubble 
burning satellite mapping 
project".  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spatial scientist Dr Remy Dehaan likes variety if the re-
search projects he has been involved in over the past few 
years are anything to go by. 
 
Remy, who applies his considerable skills in remote sensing and 
geographic information systems (GIS)  to a wide range of areas, 
has had a hand in projects involving stubble burning; mapping wet-
lands, vegetation and geological mapping; tracking Malleefowl,  
turtles, and sheep  to name but a few. “I enjoy the diversity of work-
ing on different projects because then I’m not pigeon holed into the 
one area,” says Remy who completed a Bachelor of Science with 
Honours in Geology in 1998 and a PhD in Spatial Science in 2002 
at the University of New South Wales. “This may have its disadvan-
tages because you are always challenged by learning something 
new, but it keeps me excited and builds my skill base.”  
 
Remy joined CSU five years ago and was promoted to Senior Lec-
turer in Spatial Science in the School of Environmental Science at 
the Wagga campus last year. He teaches remote sensing, GIS and 
first year geology and climatology. He is the course coordinator for 
undergraduate Land and Water courses and the postgraduate coor-
dinator for Spatial Science courses.  His easy going and relaxed 
personality is a magnet for students navigating their way through 
the administrative maze in their first year of university. He has also 
recently taken up the role of Associate Head of School of Environ-
mental Science. 
 
 As Remy starts talking about the range of projects he is involved 
in, his enjoyment of applied research is obvious. This year he has 
worked on a project led by senior ecologist A/Prof Ian Lunt who is 
based at Thurgoona, looking at the thickening of woody vegetation 
across Victoria. Of particular interest to the researchers are the 
driving mechanisms responsible for the thickening or thinning proc-
ess. “The researchers are working with organisations such as Parks 
Victoria to understand how management  practices may have influ-
enced changes to biodiversity” he said.  
 
A project developed with the EH Graham Centre for Agricultural 
Innovation’s Prof Jim Pratley and Dr Ian Hume to map the extent of 
stubble burning by farmers in the Riverina has also caught Remy’s 
attention. Agriculture has long been accused of contributing to air 
pollution through the practice of stubble burning. This project will 
use 30 years of satellite data to try to quantify the real extent of the 
practice.  
 
 ”For years anecdotal evidence has been used to accuse farmers of 
environmental mismanagement when really many farmers have 
embraced change to improve and make their environment more 
sustainable,” says Remy. “With spatial science technology we can 
map changes in the landscape that can show us how land manage-
ment has changed and whether the practice of stubble burning has 
increased or decreased. I had a fellowship with the EH Graham 
Centre last year and spent time getting the grant organised, analys-
ing some of the data and ground truthing the imagery but I still have 

a way to go before I can provide definitive answers to the research 
questions,” says Remy who has received funding from GeoScience 
Australia in the form of $80,000 worth of satellite imagery for the 
project. 
 
Remy  has also been involved in developing a project tracking 
Mallee Fowl with fellow Institute CSU researchers, Dr Andrea Wil-
son, Chris Coombes, and Dr Skye Wassens. Under the CSU 
funded project they tracked the birds’ movements by attaching radio 
transmitters to their backs and mapping what parts of the landscape 
they used and how they moved after being released from captivity.  
“Radio tracking projects are time consuming as the data collection 
often involves months of rigorous field work,” says Remy. Tracking 
devices have also been used for another  project involving tracking 
turtles and measuring water quality to understand the quality of the 
different habitats the turtles are living in. “It is important to know 
how the turtles use water in an agricultural landscape so we can 
better understand the impacts of the way we manage our ephem-
eral wetlands,” says Remy.  
 
In July this year Remy was part of a CSU contingent led by the 
Dean of Science Professor Nick Klomp and the Director of ILWS 
Max Finlayson that visited one of China’s premier water institutions, 
Ho Hai University, in a bid to develop research links. “It was eye-
opening to see the money they are pouring in to education and re-
search,” says Remy. “I think there are real opportunities for student 
exchange and to participate in joint research projects. It’s an excit-
ing development with a lot of potential for CSU researchers to de-
velop and engage in world class research.” Remy’s latest research 
endeavour is coordinating the development of a million dollar CRC 
for Spatial Information project to investigate how to develop a whole 
of landscape risk management information system that integrates 
policy, social wellbeing, economics and environmental sustainabil-
ity. This project brings together the directors of ILWS, EH Graham 
Centre, IC Water, Centre for Inland Health and potentially a large 
number of researchers from each of these centres. 
 
Remy currently supervises two Masters, one PhD student and one 
Honours student. Again the breadth of subjects is obvious. One 
student he is co-supervising is looking at how sheep utilise shelter 
belts.  Another is developing techniques to map where fresh ground 
water is being lost into salt water and trying to understand the ef-
fects on the ecology in these systems.  
 
Remy says his move from Sydney to Wagga with his family five 
years ago was fortuitous. After growing up in Papua New Guinea 
and living in places like Kimberly in South Africa, Darwin and re-
gional NSW, he was excited about a move out of Sydney and back 
to a regional area where he could settle his family.   “I like the CSU 
environment,” says Remy. “Of course it’s had its ups and downs but 
there are a lot of good things happening here.  As a young aca-
demic what excites me is the opportunities. There are amazing re-
searchers and such a wide array of research for me to engage in. I 
think that’s a good thing to get you out of bed every morning.” 
 - Kate Roberts 
 

POST-
GRADUATES 
IAN COLE 
For some of us, knowing what 
the next six years will hold 
work-wise, is something of an 
unknown but PhD student Ian 
Cole knows he’ll be juggling 
his PhD with his role as a sen-
ior natural resources officer 
with the Department of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change 
(DECC), based at Cowra. 
 



Ian, who began his PhD on a part-time basis in autumn this year, 
knows he is in for a challenge, but it is one he is looking forward to. 
“It will provide interaction and stimulation with like-minded individu-
als,” says Ian who is working on a project looking at the restoration 
of Grassy Whitebox Woodland understoreys using grazing and fire 
management, and sugar applications. He plans on visiting the Thur-
goona campus once a month to meet with two of his supervisors, A/
Prof Ian Lunt and Dr Peter Spooner. His principal supervisor Dr 
Suzanne Prober is based with CSIRO in Western Australia. 
Ian, whose PhD scholarship has been funded by CRC- Future Farm 
Industries( CRCFFI), has been with DECC for the past 12 years. 
Prior to that he was a seed production agronomist with the Depart-
ment of Primary Industries in Temora.  
 
He has a Bachelor of Applied Science from University of NSW. Ian’s 
PhD will build on the Masters he did with A/Prof Ian Lunt in 2003 on 
the establishment of kangaroo grass at a landscape scale. This 
time, though, rather than being in central NSW, the experimental 
sites will be on two Travelling Stock reserves, one at Gerogery and 
the other on the banks of Lake Hume between Albury and Holbrook. 
 
"There's a fantastic alignment between the DECC interest in in-
creasing biodiversity through ecological restoration on a landscape 
scale and the research work that CSU is doing. The CRCFFI also 
sees a similar need to increase biodiversity of native grassland pas-
tures to maintain their persistence and productivity in times of cli-
matic variability and their scholarship is making it possible for me to 
do this work and the PhD." 
 

WENDY MINATO 
  
Wendy Minato, 43, always 
had visions of obtaining a 
PhD, but, as sometimes 
happens circumstances did 
not favour this career 
choice. “I’d reached the 
stage in life where I didn’t 
think I’d ever have the op-
portunity to do a PhD” says 
Wendy, until last year 
when, as the saying goes 
‘one door closed and an-
other opened’. 
 
CSIRO Land & Water decided 
to close the Analytical Chemis-
try Laboratory at the Griffith 
site and Wendy was offered a 

redundancy after 16 years as a technician with CSIRO.  “The timing 
was good as my youngest child had just started school and I felt we 
could manage financially on a student income. “ says Wendy. 
“There was also an opening for a PhD student within a large Com-
monwealth Environmental Research Fund (CERF) project called 
Landscape Logic which has a social research component headed 
by Professor Allan Curtis (ILWS). The project appealed to me as it 
was multidisciplinary, was concerned with natural resource manage-
ment and combined science and social research” 
 
Wendy, who has 3 children aged 15, 11 and 6 completed her 
Bachelor of Science (Hons) as an external student with the Univer-
sity of New England in 2000.  She worked as a technician at the 
University of Sydney for 7 years before moving to Griffith with her 
husband in 1990. She has remained with CSIRO Land & Water 
Griffith as a hosted student and began her PhD by distance educa-
tion last July.  
 
Wendy will be exploring the relative influence of demographic 
change and NRM investment on native vegetation condition on pri-
vate land, supervised by Professor Allan Curtis, Dr Catherine Allan 
and Professor Tony Jakeman (ANU).  Field work, already begun, 
will consist of in-depth semi-structured interviews with landholders 

and key informants in the Indigo Valley area of north-east Victoria, 
which will enable a thorough examination of which factors are hav-
ing the most influence on the way private landholders manage the 
native vegetation on their properties.  
 
“This area was chosen for a case study because it is experiencing 
demographic change, has a mix of farming and lifestyle properties 
and has also had significant NRM investment via Landcare and 
various government incentive schemes,” says Wendy.  “High amen-
ity value areas like Indigo Valley have increasing rates of property 
turnover and many new, non-farmer land managers with different 
values and motivations from the more traditional farming population. 
The extent to which previous NRM investment in education and 
extension have contributed to current native vegetation condition in 
areas such as this is unclear, and the implications of structural 
change for future NRM policy and investment require further investi-
gation.”  
 
 Wendy’s research will explore these issues, aiming to: establish 
connections between past interventions and outcomes; assess the 
influence of changing land ownership; and identify new opportuni-
ties for achieving natural resource management objectives in the 
future.  
 

PHD NEWS 
Sylvia Zukowski presented a talk on 'Recreational fishing regula-
tions for Murray crayfish, are changes required?' at the Australian 
Society for Fish Biology in Sydney on September 18.  She also 
gave a well-received presentation at Wonga Wetlands on the Octo-
ber 3 about Murray Crayfish sustainability in the Murray Darling 
Basin which generated media interest. 

 
Alison Skinner (left) has ac-
cepted a position with the Na-
ture Conservation Trust of NSW, 
based at CSU Thurgoona cam-
pus. She will be working with 
Nigel Jones on a project focus-
ing on the protection of Box-gum 
woodland remnants and restora-
tion activities as ecological off-
sets to the Roads and Traffic 
Authority Hume Highway Dupli-
cation Project between Albury 
and Tarcutta. Alison is currently 
in the final year of her PhD re-
search project investigating  the 
influence of understorey charac-
teristics on eucalypt regenera-
tion in agricultural areas.  

 
Dave Dowell (principal supervisor Prof Mark Morrison, Troy Heffer-
nan) has recently submitted his thesis “The elements of trust and 
their effects in a business-to-business relationship.” 
 

IN THE NEWS 
 
The last three months have been very busy media wise with 12 me-
dia releases issued by the Institute http://www.csu.edu.au/research/
ilws/news/media-releases/. Our media releases now go out through 
CSU Media in line with University policy. 
 
The Institute has been successful in getting more and more national 
media coverage and some international coverage. Highlights in-
clude a story on Dr Digby Race “Farm Forestry Anticipates Find-
ings” in The Australian, October 1; and a story on Barney Foran, 
Institute adjunct research fellow and his views on mass-scale plant-
ings of trees in Australia for bio-fuel in The Age, October 21. A full 
article appeared on the  Climate Ark website. As well Institute re-
searchers have been speaking on ABC National and Regional radio 
on various subjects. For full details go to the Institute’s web site In 
the News. 
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INSTITUTE EVENTS 
 
LAUNCH OF BARKING OWL VIDEO 

The tiny hall at Wooragee near 
Beechworth in North East Victoria 
was packed to the brim with more 
than 130 people attending the 
launch of “Where are…the Bark-
ers?”  on September 5. 
 
The short film, which was three 
years in the making, was pro-
duced by the Wooragee Landcare 
Group and is based on former 
ILWS PhD student Natasha 
Schedvin’s research into barking 
owls in the North-East. The enter-
taining  37 minute docu-drama has 
been developed to appeal to a 
wide range of audiences including 
landholders, land managers and 

students of all ages. While the “star” of the film is Betty Barker, a 
local Barking Owl, the film also features Dr Schedvin, (now a wild-
life ecologist at Healesville Sanctuary), local landholders and chil-
dren. 
 
It is intended to increase awareness and understanding of a little 
known or understood species and its habitat requirements in order 
to help secure its survival as a species. The film is the work of local 
film maker Jan Osmotherly and co-director Glen Scolfield. “I found 
Natasha’s research on Barking Owls fascinating,” said Jan. “I was 
surprised to discover  we had our own rare species here for a start 
and then a bit alarmed to find that are not only endangered but de-
clining because of continued loss of habitat, poor seasons and fire 
in our area.” Dr Schedvin’s supervisor A/Prof David Watson also 
attended the highly successful launch. For copies of the DVD con-
tact Glen Osfield on osfield@optusnet.com.au. A four page infor-
mation sheet is also available to accompany the DVD. 

 
 
 
(Left to Right) Dr 
Natasha Sched-
vin, Glen 
Scolfield, A/Prof 
David Watson 
and Jan Os-
motherly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECHOES OF THE PAST, VOICES OF THE FUTURE  
The opening of a photographic exhibition of images and traces of 
German settlement in the southern Riverina, Echoes of the Past, 
Voices of the Future, drew a crowd of more than 50 people to the 
Albury Library Museum on Thursday, September 11. 
 
The 30 stunning sepia images, taken by Institute archelogist and 
cultural heritage manager A/Prof Dirk Spennemannmm help tell the 
story  of the many hardworking German farmers who left South 
Australia in the mid 1860s to select cheap farming land in the fertile 
Southern Riverina and establish communities at towns like Jindera, 
Gerogery, Walla Walla and Edge Hill. 
 
The exhibition, a joint venture between ILWS and Albury City to 
celebrate History Week 2008, was opened by the leader of the In-
stitute’s Communications, Arts & Education discipline group Dr 
John Rafferty and the museum’s team leader, collections & assets, 
Ms Pam Owen. It included a display of artifacts from the Jindera 

Museum.  
 
About 40 people attended Dirk’s public seminar at the museum on 
the following Saturday morning on the history of German settlement 
in the region. Dirk is intending to tour the exhibition to other towns 

settled by 
Germans in 
Australia.  
 
 
 
A/Prof Dirk 
Spennemann 
with the Albury 
Library mu-
seum’s team 
leader, collec-
tions & assets, 
Ms Pam Owen 
 
 

 
"SO MUCH SKY" LAUNCH  

The launch of  A/Prof Bruce Pen-
nay’s brochure “So Much Sky” at 
the Albury Library Museum on 
Friday, September 12 as part of 
History Week 2008 was an op-
portunity for those who attended 
to hear of and share in the ex-
periences of migrants  passing 
through the Bonegilla Reception 
and Training Centre at Albury, 
NSW from 1947-1971.Among 
those who spoke at the launch 
was John Petersen, manager, 
Migration Heritage Centre, NSW, 
who is based in Sydney, and 
acting mayor of Albury City, Cr 
Henk van de Ven.  
 

A/Prof Pennay (above), an historian and Institute adjunct, said Aus-
tralia, in 1947 when the centre opened, was very much Anglo/
Celtic. “We then opened our doors to people who were some how 
different, who didn’t speak English,” he said. “This challenged Aus-
tralia and its ideas of cultural diversity. Just as challenging, for the 
migrants, was their arrival in a new country.” 
 
Hard copies of “So Much Sky' are available at the Albury Library 
Museum and the Bonegilla Migrant Experience Heritage Park. It is 
also available online at http://www.migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au/
exhibitions/somuchsky/  

 
 Migrant Draga Williams 
(left) and A/Prof Bruce 
Pennay at the launch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – FACT OR FICTION 
FOR LANDHOLDERS? 
One hundred and twenty people, many of them landholders, partici-
pated in a one day seminar on September 17 which aimed to inform 
people of the pros and cons of Government environmental services 
programs; and to clarify the processes around  carbon trading. The 
seminar, which included addresses by Institute members Prof  



Max Finlayson, Prof Mark Morrison and Prof Allan Curtis, was or-
ganised by the Australian Alpine Valleys Agribusiness Forum in 
conjunction with the North East Catchment Management Authority 
with the support of North East Water, Plantations North East and 
the Institute for Land, Water and Society. It was held at CSU’s 
Nowik Theatre in Albury. 
 
The Institute’s Dr Joanne Millar, who was on the organising commit-
tee, said the committee felt the day was very successful as it at-
tracted both agency staff and landholders and it did a lot in terms of 
explaining what environmental services actually are. “It also ex-
plored a lot of questions around carbon trading and how and if it 
may relate to agriculture,” said Dr Millar. 
 
The event was well covered by the media with coverage by Prime 
TV Albury, the Victorian Country Hour and the Border Mail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the environmental services day (L to R) Warren Vogel, Dr Joanne Millar, 
Sue Brunskill and  Lachlan Campbell from the Australian Alpine Agribusi-
ness Forum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ILWS research assistant Jenni Greig, Prof Mark Morrison who spoke 
on  “Evaluation of Current Options” and Vicki Ratcliff, the Director of Envi-
ronmental Stewardship with the Department of Environment, Water, Heri-
tage & Arts. 
 
AUSTRALIAN FOREST GROWERS 2008 NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 
 
After two years of planning, the Australian Forest Growers 2008 
National Conference held in Albury-Wodonga at the Albury Conven-
tion Centre, October 19 to 22, was indeed a credit to all those in-
volved. The smoothly run conference, with the theme Forestry for a 
Better Future: climate, commerce and communities  attracted 270 
delegates from across Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, the 
U.S. and Europe. It has been hailed as the most important forestry 
conference to be held in the region in 20 years. 
 
The Institute for Land, Water and Society played a major role in the 
organisation of the conference with senior research fellow Dr Digby 
Race the convenor of the conference; conference and events co-
ordinator Kate Roberts on the conference organising committee; 

and communications coordinator Margrit Beemster involved in pub-
licity/media for and during the conference. Institute adjunct research 
fellow Barney Foran was a keynote speaker at the conference. His 
views on tree crops being an efficient source of bio-energy and call 
for large scale plantings of trees across Australia were well re-
ceived both by the conference audience and regional, national and 
international media.  Also presenting at the conference was PhD 
student Hugh Stewart who spoke on the role of planted forests in 
rural landscapes. 
 
Digby said the successful conference engaged a diverse range of 
people involved in forest growing, processing and marketing. “The 
conversation at this conference has evolved from previous AFG 
national conferences where the discussion was formerly about the 
technical side of growing trees,” says Digby. “The industry is really 
addressing new frontiers for forest growing in Australia, such as 
bio-energy, emissions trading and biodiversity. The desire is  grow-
ing for forestry and agriculture to co-exist to enhance Australia’s 
economy, landscapes and communities.” 
 
Mr Tony Cannon, the President of the Australian Forest Growers 
which is a national association representing the interests of private 
forest growers, congratulated the conference organisers on a suc-
cessful event.  
 
“The conference you organised was a truly quality conference and it 
was a fantastic effort,” said Tony. “On behalf of AFG I extend a big 
thank you for what you have achieved. “I think one of the achieve-
ments was reinforcing the importance of farm forestry in the forestry 
sector’s mix in Australia.  I hope this can help to add weight to the 
need to reverse the decisions by some governments to reduce ser-
vices to private growers. The diversity of attendees was one of the 
conference’s great strengths as it has exposed a range of people 
who may not normally get close to the real tree growers … to see 
the innovation and challenges that occur on the ground. Above all 
the conference was an extremely enjoyable event.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Left to Right) Conference convenor Dr Digby Race, president of the Austra-
lian Forest Growers Tony Cannon, and Institute adjunct research fellow 
Barney Foran who was a keynote speaker at the conference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured in the ILWS trade display,  (L to R): Dr Digby Race, Barney Foran, 
Binod Devkota, Kate Roberts and Lukas Wibowo 
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ADVISORY BOARD 
 
The Institute’s advisory board, which meets formally twice a 
year, continues to play an important role in advising the Insti-
tute on its research direction. Now in its fourth year, the 
board has recently undergone changes to its membership 
including the new members who provide a student, and an 
Indigenous perspective. 
 
Continuing members of the Board are- Dr Denis Saunders, 
AM, chairperson; Dr Wendy Craik; Vic Keighery; Ken Mat-
thews, AO; and Cathy McGowan, AO. 
 
We would like to thank former members Ian Kiernan, AO and  
Dr Steve Morton for their important contributions, and we 
welcome new members Samantha Edmonds, Deputy Direc-
tor, Policy and Communications with the Council of Social 
Service of NSW; PhD student Anna Lukasiewicz who is 
based at Thurgoona with the School of Environmental Sci-
ences; and Dr Shayne Williams, from the University’s School 
of Teacher Education at Bathurst. Dr Williams has been in-
volved in Indigenous research since 1991. 
 
ANNA LUKASIEWICZ 

 
For the first time the In-
stitute’s advisory board 
includes a student mem-
ber. Anna Lukasiewicz, 
27, a PhD student with 
the University School of 
Environmental Sciences 
based at Thurgoona has 
taken on this role 
“because it is something 
I want to do.” 
 
Nominated by Dr Joanne 
Millar, Anna says while she 
will bring to board’s meet-
ings a student’s viewpoint, 
she isn’t expected to be a 
student representative as 
such. “While I could never 

speak for every student, I do intend to do a bit of both,” says Anna 
who has attended one advisory board meeting held last month so 
far. The next meeting is in April, next year. 
 
Anna says she will be approaching her fellow students, via an infor-
mal email survey, to find out what they expect from the Institute, 
and what can the Institute do for them. “If they are like me they 
probably aren’t sure where their School ends and the Institute be-
gins and vice versa,” she says. 
 
Anna, a social scientist, began her PhD in April this year on social 
justice in Australian water institutions with supervisors Dr Penny 
Davidson, Professor Kathleen Bowmer and Dr Geoff Syme from 
CSIRO Land & Water who is based in Perth. At the Faculty day on 
July 17, Anna’s presentation, on how she went about her literature 
review, was selected as the Best Presentation of the day. “For the 
social justice I divided it into two parts, the justice of the outcomes 
and the justice of the processes,” says Anna who looked at policies 
at a national level, how they were interpreted by the different states, 
and how they were then implemented on the ground. 
 
Born in Poland in the big coal producing city of Wroclaw, Anna was 
10 years old when her parents migrated to Australia with her older 
brother and settled in Adelaide where they now run a family IT busi-
ness. Anna (who can speak Polish, English, French and Spanish) 
did a Bachelor of International Studies (Honours) and Diploma of 

Languages (Spanish) at Flinders University after she finished 
school as her original goal was to work with the United Nations as 
an aid worker “but that didn’t happen.” 
 
She then began a two year Masters degree at RMIT by distance 
education and in the second year of that went to China where she 
worked as an English teacher for a year. On her return in 2006, 
after a few months in Adelaide, she got a job at CSIRO in Can-
berra. Originally a position as a part-time administrative assistant, it 
developed into a full-time research assistant position. Most of 
Anna’s work was to do with water policy as she was working with 
economists and social scientists doing ecological economics. 
 
“Initially I never wanted to do a PhD but once I started working at 
CSIRO I realised if I became a researcher on something like water 
policy, then I could become a consultant and go overseas and do 
aid work in that capacity…it’s the long way round to getting to my 
goal,” says Anna. So far she has done her literature review, re-
search proposal and is currently working out her methodology. 
Anna has just began analysing the National Water Initiative and 
found it didn’t actually mention justice or fairness much “though 
there are bits and pieces where this is implied.”  “But it doesn’t have 
the overall goal that water reform in Australia should be fair written 
into it,” says Anna, who has a top-up scholarship towards her PhD 
research from CSIRO Water for a Healthy Country Flagship. 
 
Anna is a member of the State Emergency Services and is hoping 
to do its 4WD training course for when she goes out in the field to 
do interviews for her research in February next year. “I have a lot of 
hobbies, do a lot of craft making and embroidery and have got into 
quilt making,” says Anna who says she enjoys living in Albury. 
“There are a lot more people hanging around here who are my age 
so I have a lot more friends and opportunities for socialising 
whereas when I was at CSIRO there was a retirement party every 
Friday for someone in my building.” 
 

VISITING ARTIST 
 
A local bo-
tanical artist 
and ecologist 
A/Prof David 
Watson have 
teamed up to 
produce a 
mistletoe 
field guide 
due for com-
pletion by the 
end of next 
year. 
 

Since March this year Robyn Hulley, as an honorary visiting CSU 
artist, has been spending one day a week at the Thurgoona cam-
pus painting a series of watercolour illustrations for the book which 
is to be published by CSIRO Publishing. David, who is regarded as 
one of Australia’s leading authorities on mistletoe, will be writing the 
text, covering the identification of these parasitic plants, as well as 
summarising their ecology, biology, management and cultural sig-
nificance. 
 
Robyn says the 40 colour plates in the book will be of some 30 spe-
cies of mistletoe, two birds (the mistletoebird and painted honey-
eater), butterflies and other creatures associated with the plants. 
While there are 93 species of mistletoe in Australia, the book will 
focus on those found in South-Eastern Australia (from Cameron’s 
corner to the coast east and south). Robyn, who has been a painter 
and drawer “all my life” took up botanical illustration, which is done 
under strict guidelines, four years ago after she was given a term of 
tuition at the Royal Botanical Society in Melbourne as a Christmas 
present. 
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Previous commissions include 20 plates for a stonemason in 
Wagga for what was to be the Peace Walk in Wagga. She has also 
been the in-house illustrator for a decoy company in America for the 
past seven years and runs workshops in botanical illustrating. 
Robyn, an intensive care nurse who is currently associate manager 
of the High Dependency Unit at Wodonga Hospital says she finds 
her artwork, which is absolutely stunning, “completely opposite” to 
the pressures of her nursing work. 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS,AWARDS & 
APPOINTMENTS 
Dr Angela Ragusa has received a CSU Humanities & Social Sci-
ences Teaching Committee Publication Award ($2000), and a CSU 
Humanities & Social Sciences Teaching Committee Teaching Con-
ference Award ($300). 
 
Dr Digby Race was the recipient of an Erskine Fellowship from the 
University of Canterbury (New Zealand), which enabled him to un-
dertake research and post-graduate teaching relating to commu-
nity-based forest management in the School of Forestry during 
July-August. 
  
Dr Digby Race has been appointed to the Board of The Norman 
Wettenhall Foundation www.nwf.org.au a philanthropic foundation 
that funds environmental research and development in Australia 
(including small grants to Australian universities to support post-
graduate research). 
 
Prof Ian Gray has been elected to the Executive Committee of the 
International Association for the History of Transport, Traffic and 
Mobility. 
 
The Institute has a number researchers on various panels. 
• Dr Skye Wassens was appointed to the Department of Envi-

ronment and Climate Change’ s Investigation of impacts of 
Climate Change on Biodiversity in NSW (2008) 

• Prof Allan Curtis is on the Social and Economic Reference 
Panel for the Murray Initiative  for the Murray Darling Basin 
Commission (2007/2008). He also did a Peer Review report 
on the Bushfire Cooperative Research Centre  in September 
2008 looking at its all social/economic research outputs 

• Dr David Roshier is on the Victoria’s Department of Sustain-
ability ands the Environment’s panel on Developing a Sus-
tainable Harvest Model for Victorian Waterfowl (2008) 

• A/Prof Robyn Watts has just been appointed to Environ-
mental Water Scientific Advisory Committee for the Depart-
ment of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. The 
committee is expected to play an important role in advising 
the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder and the 
Department on the setting of environmental priorities for the 
use of Commonwealth environmental water holdings. 

 
As we are trying to collate a list of all advisory panels Institute mem-
bers are on, please send details to  Roni McDowell on vmcdow-
ell@csu.edu.au. 
 

INTEGRATION NEWS 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE PROGRAM 
The program has been successful in securing a book publishing 
contract with Springer Publishing, a major international publisher. 
The book will be titled “Demographic Change in Rural Australia: 
Implications for Society and the Environment” and be edited by A/
Prof Gary Luck, Dr Rosemary Black, and Dr Digby Race. It will in-
clude chapters submitted by ILWS members as well as other na-
tional and international researchers. The manuscript for the book is 
to be submitted to the publisher by November next year with publi-
cation scheduled for 2010. 
 
 
 

FORUM COMING UP 
THE CHANGING NATURE OF OUR RURAL 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
 
Our rural neighbourhoods are changing. Some communities are 
being bolstered by the influx of so-called “tree-changers”; other 
rural communities are in decline because of the drought and eco-
nomic times. So what does all of this mean for those responsible for 
planning for the future; what are the challenges and opportunities 
ahead for our communities, businesses, governance and environ-
ment? 
 
These are the sort of questions that will be addressed and dis-
cussed at a free public forum “The changing nature of our rural 
neighbourhoods” to be held on Wednesday, November 26 from 
9am to 3pm at the CD Blake Theatre, Charles Sturt University 
(CSU), at Thurgoona. The day, organised by the Institute, will in-
clude presentations by academics working in the area, local busi-
ness leaders and community members. 
 
 “We will also be actively involving the audience in feedback ses-
sions so it is not a one-way flow of information,” says leader of  the 
Demographic Change Integration program A/Prof Gary Luck. 
“People will have the opportunity to discuss what they see as the 
challenges and opportunities of the changing communities they are 
living in.”  
 
Dr Luck says while everyone with an interest in the subject was 
welcome to take part in the day, key people it is expected to attract 
include those involved in planning for expanding and declining com-
munities; farmers; land managers; Government agencies; local 
industries and businesses and service providers. 
 
 Dr Luck is an ecologist whose main research interest is in conser-
vation management in human dominated landscapes. “It’s about 
how we manage the land in a sympathetic way which maximises 
benefits for both conservation and society” he says. “Historically, 
we have separated the human and natural components of our 
world, but we have to manage both together and recognise that 
humanity can not exist without a functioning environment. It is, after 
all, our life support system.”  Presenters on the day are: 
• Professor Jim Walmsley from the University of New England 

(UNE) on “Demographic change in rural Australia” 
• Dr Neil Argent, (UNE) on “A fraying and thinning fabric: The 

process and politics of demographic decline and sparsity in 
inland Australia” 

• Dr Angela Ragusa, ILWS – “Changing hands, changing 
lands: Demographic change in rural Australia” 

• Emily Mendham, PhD student, ILWS on “New managers, 
new opportunities? Trends in rural property ownership and 
what they mean for land management.” 

• Mary Terrill – A landholder’s view of the challenges and op-
portunities of demographic change  

• Cameron McKern – A business leader’s view of the chal-
lenges and opportunities of demographic change in rural 

areas. 
 
Catering is in-
cluded on the day 
but please RSVP 
to Kris Deegan on  
or 02 60 519 992 
by November 19. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr Angela Ragusa and A/Prof Gary Luck 
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GRANTS 
RESEARCH GRANTS 
 
Monitoring the response of Southern Bell Frog (Litoria reniformis) popula-
tions to the flooding of wetlands within Yanga Natational Park and the Low-
bidgee Floodplain (Phase 2),  Department of Environment and Climate Change, 
Dr Skye Wassens and Dr Andrea Wilson, $29,965. (2008-2009)  
 
Waterbirds of Barren Box Storage and Wetlands. Murrumbidgee Irrigation Ltd. 
Dr Iain Taylor. $18,700. (2008-2009)  
 
Designing Landscapes to Deliver Ecosystem Services to Agriculture. ARC 
Discovery Grant. A/ Prof Gary Luck and Dr Peter Spooner. $255,000. (2009-2011) 
 
Heatwaves, population health, and emergency management in Australia – a 
qualitative study”. ARC Linkage Grant This study, led by the University of Ade-
laide involves Professor Kevin Parton and collaborators from various other Universi-
ties. $132,000.  (2009-2011) A range of research questions will be posed, address-
ing barriers, incentives, and opportunities for improvement in service delivery, 
awareness and community engagement.  
 
The Role of Decision Support Tools in Farm Decision Making. GRDC. Prof 
Kevin Parton & Bill Long. $90,000. (2008-2011) This  project will explore the ques-
tions including what is required in a decision support tool that allows farmers to 
evaluate options in a realistic user-friendly manner that is simple enough to be done 
in preference to "back of the envelope" calculations and how can existing decision 
support tools be improved to increase their usefulness and resultant uptake by farm-
ers, advisors and researchers. 
 

INTERNAL GRANTS 
The ERD group has given Research Support Funding to Jenny Sappey ($1,251 for 
Queensland Commercial Health and Fitness Industry Study) and PK Basu ($2,000 
for preparing a book manuscript for publication). 
 
Dr Angela Ragusa has received a CSU Faculty of Arts Subject Development Grant 
for $2350, and a CSU Humanities & Social Sciences Travel grant for $1500. 
 
The Nature of Our Neighbourhoods: Links between biodiversity, human well-
being and our connections to the environment. CSU Competitive grant.  Penny 
Davidson, Di Boxall and Gary Luck. $13,650. (2009)  
 
Chemical Ecology of Mistletoe and Eucalyptus: Towards a Mechanistic Under-
standing of Herbivory and Parasitism. CSU Competitive Grant. A/Prof David 
Watson & DR Min An. $15,000. (2009) 
 

OVERSEAS RESEARCH 
Professor Kevin Parton was involved in recent research trips to the Philippines 
and to Canada.  In the Philippines he is working with members of the Philippines 
Institute of Development Studies to assess the usefulness of Seasonal Climate 
Forecasts in predicting the quantity of rice that would be harvested in the Philip-
pines.  This is useful to Philippines importing agencies in determining the timing and 
quantities of rice imports.  This project will be concluding at the end of 2009. In Can-
ada Professor Parton was visiting the University of Guelph and McGill University.  
The purpose of the trip was to develop a new project on carbon emissions trading 
schemes.  The intent is to apply for research funding during 2009 for a project com-
paring emission trading schemes in Australia, Canada and Europe. 
 
John Mullen visited the Philippines in August in relation to three ACIAR funded 
projects, one dealing with the economic value of seasonal climate forecasts, one 
providing economics research support to two large research projects in the technol-
ogy of the fruit and vegetable sectors in the Philippines and a consultancy to under-
take impact assessments of three ACIAR funded research into parasite control in 
goats, grain drying technologies and pest management in grain storage and develop 
capacity in Philippine institutions to do impact assessment. 
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