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WARNING

This material has been reproduced and communicated to you by or on 
behalf of Charles Sturt University in accordance with section 113P of the 

Copyright Act 1968 (Act).

The material in this communication may be subject to copyright under the 
Act. Any further reproduction or communication of this material by you may 

be the subject of copyright protection under the Act.

Do not remove this notice.
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Learning objectives

• Know what Turnitin does
• How to interpret your originality report
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Why use it?

• Academic Integrity

• Interpreting the report 

to improve your writing

• A tool for feedback on 

your writing
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Plagiarism errors
Can lead to misconduct 
allegations and/or poor 
academic practice.
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What is Turnitin?

• Text matching tool for originality checking

• All Charles Sturt students have access

• Some subjects also use it as the submission method

https://www.csu.edu.au/current-students/learning-resources/information-
planning/assignments/plagiarism-checking 

OR

https://www.csu.edu.au/current-students/studying/assignments-and-
exams/assignments/plagiarism 
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Turnitin submission limits

• Your first three submissions to Turnitin will be processed quickly.

• Subsequent submissions will take 24 hours for the originality report to be 
generated.

• Be sure to take this into account in your assignment planning.
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Example?

From Excluding Small Sources, by Turnitin, n.d. (https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/turnitin-website/student/the-
similarity-report/excluding-small-matches.htm).  Copyright 2020 by Turnitin.
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What is the percentage score?

 Blue: No matching text

 Green: One word to 24% matching text

 Yellow: 25-49% matching text

 Orange: 50-74% matching text

 Red: 75-100% matching text
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Interpreting the similarity score
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When is this okay?
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When not okay?
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Where else is this okay?
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Not okay?
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What’s wrong here?

To control the rising blood pressure during exercise short-term regulation will 

allow stretching of baroreceptors, which will then trigger an increase of signals 

that will be sent to the brain. This will also cause an increase in 

parasympathetic activity and a decrease in sympathetic activity that causes the 

heart rate to slow down and the arteriolar diameter to increase. This process 

above then allows a decrease in the blood pressure to occur (Martini et al., 

2014).
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Turnitin is a tool

A match is okay if it includes:

 headings from template or subject 
structure requirements

 common phrases in the topic area

 part of a correctly referenced 
source

 a direct quote (used appropriately 
and referenced correctly).

A match is not okay if it is:

 not your own words – you haven’t 
changed the original enough

 an incorrectly presented direct 
quote

 incorrectly referenced.

Use your critical thinking skills!
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Skills

Learn more about Turnitin or referencing in our online workshops:
https://student.csu.edu.au/studentlife/workshops-events

Referencing resources and guides are available on the Referencing page
https://student.csu.edu.au/learning-skills/referencing

Paraphrasing and in-text citations video
https://student.csu.edu.au/learning-skills/resources/academic-
writing/video/paraphrasing-and-in-text-citations

Paraphrasing, summarising and quoting
https://student.csu.edu.au/learning-skills/academic-writing/paraphrasing-
summarising-quoting

https://csu.edu.au/academicskills
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Reference

Turnitin. (n.d.). Excluding small sources. https://www.plagiarismchecker.net/ 

plagiarism-in-the-news-plagiarism-checkers-round-up.php
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Thanks for participating in our workshop today.
The Academic Skills team wishes you the best in your 

future studies.

https://csu.edu.au/academicskills

Feedback on our workshop sessions is always welcome. 
Please feel free to complete a brief survey using the QR code, 
or browse to:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASonlineworkshops

https://csu.edu.au/academicskills
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASonlineworkshops
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