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Executive Summary 
 
Charles Sturt University (CSU) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the consultation on the 
transparency of university admissions standards. 
 
CSU agrees with the proposed principles outlined in the Higher Education Standards Panel (HESP) 
consultation document. Further, the University has been privy to preliminary versions of Universities 
Australia’s own submission on this topic, and rather than an extensive submission of its own, concurs 
with Universities Australia’s context and recommendations to the panel with some supporting comments. 
 
The focus on ATAR in recent years is a significant issue for CSU, and also for the Government’s 
ambition to continuously improve opportunity, fairness and equity. In particular, it creates enduring 
perceptions that University is predominantly for ‘kids’ who have recently left school in the last year or 
two, hence alienating a significant proportion of Australians from aspiring and gaining access to Higher 
Education.   
 
 
Supporting Comments 
 
At Charles Sturt University there is no such thing as�the ‘typical student’. We are 
committed to the participation and success of all students regardless of age, location 
and educational background and focus on the provision of multiple pathways to 
university study. We provide strong support networks and dedicated teaching staff to 
ensure the transition to study at CSU is a successful one. 

CSU has one of the highest proportions of non-school leavers of any Australian University with 9.2% of 
7,725 commencing undergraduate students entering with a basis of admission as ‘secondary education’ 
in 2015.  This was significantly different to the sector average in 2014 (Figure 1).  
 
 

 
 

Figure 1 CSU vs Sector Basis of Admission (Headcount Commencing Domestic Undergraduates 2014) 
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The ‘secondary education’ proportion has been stable at CSU for many years even through major 
government policy change (Figure 2).  This reflects CSU’s enduring: 

• educational mission in providing higher education opportunities to rural and regional, first-in-
family, mature aged, and students from disadvantaged backgrounds  

• strengths and scale in distance education 
• partnerships and pathways with VET and other providers 

 
 

 
 

Figure 2 CSU Basis of Admission Proportions (Enrolments Commencing Domestic Undergraduates 2010 – 2015) 
 
 
The proportion also reflects the diversity of Australian University missions and their supporting 
admissions practices which we believe are suitable, and that standards are being met.  
 
With CSU’s educational mission, concerns regarding the capacity of some students to complete their 
courses is a constant.  Significant resources are placed on supporting these students to achieve their 
goals. CSU’s success is demonstrated in the fact that while it has one of the highest proportion of non-
school leavers in the country, and overtly promotes alternate entry pathways to its potential students 
(Attachment 1), it still has better than average first year attrition for both ‘internal’ and ‘external’ modes of 
study (Table 1). 
 
 

Attendance Mode CSU Sector 

Internal or Multi 81.0% 80.9% 

External 67.2% 63.8% 

 
Table 1 CSU vs Sector First Year Retention 2013 Commencing Cohort 
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That being said, ATARs do play a part in CSU’s admissions process and we agree that the sector can do 
more regarding the transparency of admissions processes.  CSU supports the principles outlined in the 
Higher Education Standards Panel paper, and the recommendations and approach in the Universities 
Australia paper. 
 
CSU believes that the proposed improvements will not only address the more recent ATARs issues, but 
also assist the sector to change perceptions and rebalance the attention towards non-school leavers. 
 

 

 



A guide to pathway options for study at Charles Sturt University

PATHWAYS TO CSU 

APPENDIX 1



Many people have the desire to study at university but haven’t yet had the 
opportunity. It may be that you didn’t finish Year 12, or didn’t do so well in the 
HSC/VCE. Perhaps you went straight into the workforce, or started a family, 
and then felt that a university qualification was unattainable. Whatever your 
circumstances, options exist to assist you to successfully enter university. 

CSU offers a range of pathways to a university degree. Whether you are a 
school leaver, a TAFE student or someone looking to return to study after 
some time away, CSU can help you achieve your goals.

What is a ‘Pathway’?
A pathway is a way of gaining admission to study at Charles Sturt 
University. Many people are aware of traditional pathways like applying 
on the basis of HSC or VCE results, however at CSU we have developed 
a number of other pathways to ensure that all students with the ability to 
succeed at university can gain entry. 

You can move from studying a vocational qualification to university study, 
take a single CSU subject to test the waters, even begin studying CSU 
subjects while in high school. CSU also provides special consideration 
programs for admission and can help you enhance your skills prior to 
enrolment through enabling and preparation programs. 

At Charles Sturt University there is no such thing as 
the ‘typical student’. We are committed to the 
participation and success of all students regardless of 
age, location and educational background and focus 
on the provision of multiple pathways to university 
study. We provide strong support networks and 
dedicated teaching staff to ensure the transition to 
study at CSU is a successful one.

CSU TRAINING

CREDIT PACKAGES

HSC BOARD ENDORSED NURSING PROGRAM CSU

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT ENTRY PROGRAM

SINGLE SUBJECT STUDY

DARRAMBAL

RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING

TAFE



Integrated Programs 
These allow students to study at TAFE 
and CSU at the same time, with 
co-enrolment at both institutions. 
Ultimately, you could finish your 
university studies and end up with 
a number of nationally recognised 
qualifications from both TAFE and CSU. 
For example, an Integrated Program 
might see you studying at TAFE for your 
Certificate IV and Diploma while also 
studying at CSU by distance education 
to complete a Bachelor degree. 
CSU currently has Integrated Programs 
with TAFE NSW Riverina Institute, 
Wodonga TAFE and TAFE Western. 
Integrated Programs include these  
CSU Bachelor degrees:
• Bachelor of Applied Science 

(Adventure Ecotourism)
• Bachelor of Arts (Fine Art)
• Bachelor of Business Studies
• Bachelor of Information Technology
• Bachelor of Social Work
There are often new developments in 
the area of TAFE Pathways at CSU, so 
check our website for the most current 
details: www.csu.edu.au/tafe-university

Scholarships are available. Further 
information can be found on the 
scholarships website at:  
www.csu.edu.au/scholarships

CU@CSU program
This program offers TAFE Diploma 
and Advanced Diploma graduates 
guaranteed entry into most CSU 
undergraduate degrees. There are also 
TAFE-specific scholarships available, 
and for relevant study, students are 
encouraged to apply for academic 
credit.

To find out more, visit:  
www.csu.edu.au/for/tafe-students

Credit package pathways
Credit packages create fantastic 
pathways into university study. For TAFE 
students, there are literally hundreds of 
credit package arrangements mapped 
out from TAFE qualifications to CSU 
degrees. This enables  students to fast 
track completing a degree at CSU, by 
receiving credit for previous TAFE study. 

Find out more at: 
www.csu.edu.au/for/tafe-students/
credit  

Articulation Programs allow students 
to study and complete qualifications 
at TAFE first, then go on to complete 
their CSU study. For example, you might 
study at TAFE for one year and gain 
a Diploma that provides one year’s 
credit and a direct lead into a Bachelor 
degree at CSU. 

CSU currently has many Articulation 
Programs, including those with 
Canberra Institute of Technology, 
TAFE NSW Northern Sydney Institute, 
Sunraysia Institute of TAFE, TAFE NSW 
and the Australian Defence Force.

Articulation Programs are currently 
available in the following fields:

• Agricultural and Wine Sciences
• Business
• Business Studies
• Education
• Environmental Science
• Graphic Design
• Information Technology
• Social Science/Social Welfare

TAFE
There are many pathways from TAFE 
to CSU, including credit package 
arrangements and formal Pathway 
Programs. 

CSU Pathway Program  
(University Certificate in General Studies)
This program is aimed at recent school 
leavers who wish to study at CSU but 
do not meet the entry criteria or who 
require further preparation. The Program 
is a partnership between CSU and TAFE 
to provide guaranteed entry into CSU 
degrees. 
On successful completion of the 
program, students will receive:
• University Certificate in General 

Studies from CSU
• Certificate IV in Further Education  

or Tertiary Preparation from TAFE
• Guaranteed entry into  

CSU degrees *
• in some cases, credit for up to  

four CSU subjects
* guaranteed entry does not apply to 
those degrees with maximum enrolment 
limits, such as Dentistry.

Find out more about the University 
Certificate in General Studies at:  
www.csu.edu.au/courses/
undergraduate/general_studies

Scholarships are available. Further 
information can be found on the 
scholarships website at:  
www.csu.edu.au/scholarships

Pathways to CSU



PREVIOUS STUDY
Credit Packages
Previous study or attainment can act 
as a pathway to entry to university 
study, and enable you to fast track 
your degree. Many CSU courses have 
identified credit packages where 
subjects or prior experience or study 
may allow you to reduce the time you 
spend achieving your degree via the 
granting of academic credit. Some 
areas include business, nursing, science 
and agriculture, and social work. 

To discuss whether you might be eligible 
for credit, contact info.csu on  
1800 334 733 or www.csu.edu.au/
contacts/enquiry 

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL)
Work experience or qualifications 
gained through your employer or 
a Registered Training Organisation 
(RTO) may also provide credit to CSU 
degrees, for example, industry specific 
qualifications in health, management, or 
dispute resolution may reduce the time 
you spend attaining a university degree.

CSU Training
You could choose to study a vocational 
qualification with CSU Training, CSU’s 
Registered Training Organisation (RTO), 
before enrolling into University, and 
gain credit towards your degree. You 
can enrol at any time that suits you 
and commence when you are ready. 
This flexibility allows students who may 
have missed the university enrolment 
date to study a vocational qualification, 
gain workplace experience and then 
receive credit for the qualification when 
they enrol in university. CSU Training 
graduates have found this to be an 
ideal way to get back into study and 
to gain sound  practical knowledge 
before moving into University study. 
Qualifications offered include:

• TAE40110 Certificate IV in Training  
and Assessment

• Diploma of Management 
• Vocational Graduate Diploma in 

Family Dispute Resolution.
Find out more at: www.csu.edu.au/
enterprise/csutraining/scope

SINGLE SUBJECT STUDY 
Single Subject Study provides the 
opportunity to try a subject at university 
without enrolling in a full degree. 
Successful completion of two single 
subjects can provide you with an entry 
pathway to the degree you wish to 
pursue, with credit in some cases, or 
you can build your own degree one 
subject at a time! Subjects are open 
entry, requiring no prior knowledge or 
prerequisites.  Find out more about CSU’s 
Single Subject Study options at  
www.csu.edu.au/single-subject

INDIGENOUS STUDENTS 
Darrambal
The CSU Darrambal program offers 
an alternative entry pathway for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people interested in going to university. 
Operated by the Indigenous Student 
Services, Darrambal offers students the 
opportunity to attend university-style 
classes, to learn skills essential to success 
at university, and to meet CSU staff 
in a supportive and non-threatening 
environment. Students are assessed on 
some of the skills taught as the basis of a 
possible offer of enrolment to CSU.
Mature age Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and recent school 
leavers are encouraged to apply. 
If you would like to learn more visit:  
www.csu.edu.au/darrambal

IF YOU’RE STILL AT SCHOOL
HSC Board Endorsed Nursing Program 
The HSC Nursing Program is an 
articulated pathway from high school 
to TAFE to university allowing students to 
study components of a nursing degree 
while still at high school. The program is 
endorsed by the HSC Board of Studies. 
Students who successfully complete the 
program will apply to CSU through the 
Principal’s Report Entry Program (PREP) 
for recommendation for admission to 
the Bachelor of Nursing. On admission, 
credit will be granted for two subjects in 
the Bachelor of Nursing.  
Find out more at:  
www.csu.edu.au/pathways

Principal’s Report Entry Program (PREP)
PREP is designed to attract students 
from high schools and TAFEs in non-
metropolitan areas in NSW, ACT and 
Victoria. A successful PREP application 
guarantees selected students an offer to 
their preferred course at CSU prior to the 
mainstream selection, so entry is based 
on more criteria than just their Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).
To be eligible for nomination under 
PREP, a Year 12 student should 
approach their School Principal or TAFE 
Head Teacher to be identified as a 
consistent achiever with the potential to 
succeed in university studies. Selection 
is competitive and is based on the 
Principal’s assessment of the student’s 
performance and potential to succeed 
at full-time on campus study. 

Find out more at: 
www.csu.edu.au/prep 



STUDY LINK

At CSU we recognise the importance 
of preparation for university study. If you 
haven’t studied for a while or just want 
to brush up on your skills in a few areas, 
a STUDY LINK subject is perfect for you. 

By completing one or more STUDY LINK 
subjects, you will increase your skills 
and develop a clear understanding 
of the expectations of studying at 
university. The STUDY LINK program 
utilises flexible, online delivery, meaning 
you can complete subjects from the 
convenience of your own home, with 
the full support of resources, fellow 
students and a qualified Subject 
Coordinator. Brush up your skills in the 
areas of mathematics, chemistry, 
physics, nursing studies, statistics or 
information technology, or improve your 
writing skills and grammar. 

For more information on STUDY LINK  
and the subjects available, visit:  
www.csu.edu.au/studylink

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION FOR ADMISSION AND  
ACCESS SCHEMES

While the Special Consideration for Admission and Access Schemes 
are not a substitute or alternative pathway to enter university, they are 
complementary programs that take into account circumstances that 
may have impacted on a person’s ability to perform well educationally. 
Applicants who have experienced educational disadvantage (including 
things such as financial hardship, disrupted schooling, illness and/or missing 
school due to caregiver or elite athlete commitments) should contact an 
Equity Officer prior to applying to CSU to ensure you maximise your chances 
of a successful application. More information on access schemes can be 
found at:  
www.csu.edu.au/access-schemes

REGIONAL BONUS POINTS

The Regional Bonus Point (RBP) equity program targets regional youth, and 
offers an additional five points to your university admission score. 
For school leavers, the RBP program relates to the school you attend, not 
the place in which you live. For non school leavers the program is linked to 
your home address and postcode. More information is available at:  
www.csu.edu.au/rbp

FINANCIAL HELP

CSU recognises that university study can be an expensive undertaking.  
In response, we have put together a comprehensive range of scholarships 
across courses at all levels, for commencing and continuing students. 
While some scholarships are specific to a course or Faculty, there are 
also many scholarships offered through government and business that 
can be used for almost any course. Scholarships are available that focus 
on specific fields of academic endeavour, academic commitment and 
excellence, and that address equity issues such as financial hardship, rural 
and remoteness, educational disadvantage, students from an Indigenous 
background, or students with disabilities.
If you think you could use a scholarship (and who couldn’t!) check online  
to see what is available to you at: 
www.csu.edu.au/scholarships

Important things to 
know when applying 
to study at CSU

Once you 
find your 
pathway 
– prepare 
yourself!
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For more information go to: www.csu.edu.au/pathways
For more information about pathways available  
and how to apply, please contact info.csu:
Freecall in Australia:  1800 334 733 
International callers:  +61 2 6338 6077 
Facsimile:    +61 2 6338 6001 
Web enquiry:   www.csu.edu.au/contacts/enquiry

TALK TO US!
New pathways are 
constantly being 
considered and 
developed. If you are 
considering university 
study and are not sure 
which way to go, please 

talk to us. We have a friendly team of 
advisors available every weekday to 
help answer your questions and provide 
you with options to achieve the level of 
study you are after. 

Phone 1800 334 733




